DRUMUL CREDINTEI

Album realizat cu ocazia aniversarii a 65 de ani de existenta

a Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto
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Album edited at the 65th anniversary of the

Saint George Romanian Orthodox Church in Toronto

THE PATH OF FAITH




PARINTELE/FATHER NICOLAE ZELEA
Primul Preot Paroh de la fondarea Bisericii

in anul 1954 pana in anul 1981

First Parish Priest starting from the

@ ., establisment of the Church in 1954 until 1981

P
Al

PARINTELE/FATHER IOAN BUNEA
Actualul Preot Paroh incepand cu anul 1990,
incluzand perioada de restaurare a Bisericii
Parish Priest starting from 1990 until present, —

including the Church restoration period
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PISANIE

BISERICA ORTODOXA ROMANA “SF. GHEORGHE” DIN TORONTO
A LUAT FIINTA IN ANUL 1954 CA ROD AL CREDINTEI STRAMOSESTI
SI ALJERTFELOR VREDNICILOR ROMANI VENITI. DIN ROMANIA MARE
IN FRUNTE CU PREOTUL NICOLAE ZELEA.
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I.P.S. SA ARHIEPISCOPUL VALERIAN TRIFA A BINECUVANTAT
OFICIEREA SLUJBELOR RELIGIOASE IN CLADIREA DE LA
324 BROADVIEW AVENUE, CARE S-A VANDUT-IN ANUL 1970 SI S-A
CUMPARAT ACEASTA CLADIRE, FOSTA BISERICA ANGLICANA.

Sl et et el et i}

CU BINECUVANTAREA LUI DUMNEZEU SI PRIN DONATIILE
SI MUNCA BUNILOR CREDINCIOSI, S-A iMPODOBIT BISERICA CU PICTURA,
ICONOSTAS SI MOBILIER NOU, LUCRARI iN GRANIT, MARMURA SI
PORTELAN, RENOVANDU-SE INTREAGA CLADIRE A BISERICII iN TIMPUL
PASTORIRIT PREOTULUI IOAN BUNEA.

e e L

ICONOGRAFUL NICOLAE ENACHI A EXECUTAT PICTURA PERETILOR
INTRE ANII 1997-1999; DUPA PROIECTELE PREOTULUI IOAN BUNEA;
AU FOST EXECUTATE iN PERIOADA ANILOR 2001-2002
ICONOSTASUL, STRANELE SI BANCILE DE O ECHIPA DE SCULPTORI
iINDRUMATI DE MIHAI CROITORIU DIN TG. NEAMT, ROMANIA,
MOBILIERUL DIN ALTAR FIIND EXECUTAT DE
GEORGE IONESCU-BALACEANU SI'ALEX SZABO. PICTURA PE ICONOSTAS
APARTINE PICTORULUI MARIAN VERZA DIN ROMANIA.

INTRE ANII 2005-2009 A FOST EXECUTATA O NOUA ADITIE iN PARTEA DE
NORD CU TREI TURLE SI PE TREI NIVELE DUPA PLANURILE SI SUB
SUPRAVEGHEREA PARINTELUI TIOAN BUNEA, AJUTAT DE PRESEDINTII
CONSILIULUI PAROHIAL IOAN HABA, DAN CHIRTU SI PETRU DALEA.

CREDINTA S1 JERTFELE CREDINCIOSILOR BISERICII'AU FOST
BINECUVANTATE iN 21 SEPTEMBRIE 2014 DE 1.P.S. SA ARHIEPISCOPUL
NATHANIEL POPP SI P.S. SA EPISCOPUL IRINEU-DUVLEA,

“...Eu'v-am ales pe voi si v-am randuit sa mergeti-si roadd sda aduceti
si-roada voastrd sd ramdnd...” (Ioan 15:16)




inaLT PREASFINTIA SA ARHIEPISCOPUL NATHANIEL
His EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL

Episcopia Ortodoxa Romana din America / Romanian Orthodox Episcopate in America



THE ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA
THE ROMANIAN ORTHODOX EPISCOPATE OF AMERICA

The Most Reverend Dr. NATHANIEL Popp, Archbishop

24 iunie 2019
Nasterea Sfintului loan Botezdtorul

Preacucernice Parinte Paroh loan Bunea si
lubiti Credinciosi ai Parohiei Sfdntul Gheorghe,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Si intdriti fiind cu toatd puterea, dupd puterea slavei Lui, spre toatd stdruinta
si indelunga-rdbdare, mulfumind cu bucurie Tatdlui celui ce ne-a invrednicit pe noi
sd ludm parte la mogtenirea sfinilor, intru lumind. (Coloseni 1:11-12)

Aceste cuvinte ale Sfantului Apostol Pavel exprimi intr-un mod tainic si concis viafa parohiei ortodoxe
roméanesti Sfantul Gheorghe din Toronto, Ontario, Canada, in cei 65 de ani de existenfd. Intdritd de toatd
puterea harului si condus3 spre implinirea lucririi sale de vrednicii preofi slujitori, cu stiruinta si
indelunga ribdare a bunilor credinciosi, Parohia Ortodoxd Romana Sfdntul Gheorghe, ca o mama
spirituald a romanilor ortodoxi din Toronto, Canada, a ajuns acum la aceastd frumoasa aniversare sa
aduci multumire cu bucurie Parintelui Ceresc pentru trecutul sdu puternic ancorat in credinta si pentru
mostenirea fauritd pentru generatiile viitoare.

Menirea parohiei Sfdntul Gheorghe este stiutd numai in lucrarea tainica a harului dumnezeiesc care a rodit
si continui si rodeascd in sufletele celor care au fost si sunt parte din aceastd parohie, preofi si
credinciosi. Ceea ce a fost lisat si fie vizut cu ochiul in acesti ani rdméne ca mdrturie vie a credinei
ortodoxe strimogesti si a traditiilor romanesti. Se vede astizi o lucrare frumoasd, o comunitate vie si
plini de dor si dragoste pentru Hristos, cu o bisericd mareata zidita spre slava lui Dumnezeu.

La acest ceas aniversar, cu mulfumire si bucurie sldvim pe Dumnezeu pentru toatd revarsarea harului
peste aceastd parohie §i pomenim spre vesnica amintire pe cei pe care istoria si veacul i-a scris in cartea
sa, mulfumim cu smerenie pentru cei ce astdzi se bucurd de ceea ce au primit de la inaintasii lor, si
binecuvAntim si incurajim pe cei pe care vor urma dupd noi si care vor duce mai departe comoara
primita din dragoste si jertfa.

S3 ne bucurdm si si multumim! Bucuria parohiei este bucuria fieciruia si bucuria intregii noastre
episcopii. Anii care s-au scurs si fie pildd pentru cei care vor urma, in pace, in unitate si dragoste deplind
pentru Hristos si Biserica Sa. La multi, rodnici si binecuvantafi ani de marturisire a credintei adevarate!

Cu pdrinteascd binecuvantare, 7

+ NATHANIEL
Arhiepiscop al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane din America

Mailing: PO Box 309, Grass Lake, Michigan 49240-0309  Shipping: 253 Skirey Tower Road, JackSdss#ichigan 49201-9120
Chancery Office: 517.522.4800 Department of Finance: 517.522.3598 Department of Publications: 517.522.3656
Facsimile: 517.522.5907  Email: chancery@roea.org  Website: http://www.roea.org




PrREOT IcONOM STAVROFOR IOAN BUNEA
VERY REVEREND FATHER IOAN BUNEA
Preot Paroh Biserica “Sfantul Gheorghe” / Parish Priest Saint George Church




CUVANT INAINTE - FOREWORD

“.. Eu v-am ales pe voi §i v-am rinduit sd
mergeti si roadd sd aduceti si roada voastrd sd

ramand...” (Ioan 15:16)

u ajutorul lui Dumnezeu, anul acesta,
cand vom sarbatori 65 de ani de exis-
tentd a Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane

“Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto, am

intocmit a Il-a editie a unui “Album
istoric” 1n care sd se oglindeascd faptele cele
bune ale romanilor stabiliti in Metro-Toronto de

la cel de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial incoace.

Prima editie a albumului s-a realizat la impli-
nirea a 50 de ani de la fondarea bisericii noastre
si peste o jumatate de veac de existentd a comu-
nitdtii romanilor din Toronto. Am scris atunci ca
nu a fost o munca usoard, intrucat de-a lungul
anilor nu s-a pdstrat o arhivd organizata, iar
materialele fotografice si informatiile istorice au
fost stranse dupa multad cercetare si cu ajutorul
multor colaboratori. Trebuie sa recunoastem ca
lipsa fotografiilor s-a datorat si lipsei tehnicii

actuale digitale (fotografie, video, iphones, etc.)

“.. I have chosen you, and ordained you, that
you should go and bring forth fruit, and that

your fruit should remain...” (John 15:16)

ith God’s help, this year, when we
celebrate the 65th anniversary of
the Saint George Romanian
Orthodox Church in Toronto, we
have prepared the 2nd edition of a
“Historical Album * to present the good deeds of
the Romanians who have emigrated to Toronto

after the Second World War until nowadays.

The first edition of the album was prepared in
celebration of both the 50th anniversary of our
Church and over a half a century of Romanian
community presence in Toronto. At that time I
wrote that it hadn’t been an easy job to prepare
the album because there were no preserved
archives, and the photos and historical informa-
tion were gathered with hard work by many
parishioners. We have to admit that the lack of
photos was due to the lack of modern technology

like: digital cameras, videos, iphones, etc.



S-au folosit date statistice din cuvéantdrile
preotilor si credinciosilor parohiei rostite cu
ocazia diferitor momente aniversare sau din pro-
cesele verbale de la sedinte, in care s-au consem-
nat eforturile de organizare a primei biserici
ortodoxe romanesti in Toronto. Credinciosii
romani slabiliti aici raspundeau astfel chemarii
Mantuitorului nostru lisus Hristos: “.. Eu v-am
ales pe voi §i v-am rdanduit sd mergeti si roadd

sd aduceti si roada voastrd sa ramdnd...”

Si 1n aceasta noua editie a A/bumului aniversar
am 1Incercat sd cuprindem roadele bune ale cre-
dinciosilor nostri, fondatori, ctitori si bine-
facatori, miluitori, sustindtori sau numai
rugatori, care, de-a lungul celor 65 de
ani de vietuire in Metro-Toronto, nu
si-au uitat originea, limba si cultura,

traditiile si credinta crestin-ortodoxa.

Stim cd nu a fost usor nimanui, la timpul
fiecdruia, sa-si paraseascd familiile, rudele si pri-
etenii, locurile natale si tara in care s-au nascut
si, din diferite cauze, mai ales dupd cel de-al
doilea razboi mondial, sd emigreze. Au fost ani
de sacrificii, de asteptare pentru reintregirea
familiilor, de acomodare si integrare in noua

societate canadiand, cu limba si traditii noi.

O vorba veche romaneasca spune cd “toate se
intampld cu voia lui Dumnezeu”. Apreciind cu
recunostintd aceastd voie a lui Dumnezeu de aju-
tor si binecuvantare cd au ajuns in aceasta tarad

minunatd, fratii roméni s-au strans Impreuna si

We used information from speeches delivered by
priests and faithful on various anniversaries or
from the minutes of parish council meetings
which state the efforts of establishing and orga-
nizing the first Romanian Orthodox Church in
Toronto. Thus, the Romanian Christians estab-
lished here fulfilled our Lord’s calling: “... I
have chosen you, and ordained you, that you
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your
Sfruit should remain...” ( John 15:16)

In this edition of the Anniversary Album we tried
to present the good deeds of our faithful parish-

founders, benefactors and supporters
who, over those 65 years of cohabitation
in Metro Toronto, have not forgotten
their origin, native language, culture,
traditions and their Christian
"~ Orthodox faith.

‘ We know that there has not been easy for any-
one to leave their families, their friends and the
country or their birth and, due to various reasons,
especially after the Second World War, to emi-
grate. There were years of sacrifices, of long
waits for reunification of their families, of
accommodation to the new Canadian society,

language and traditions.

An old Romanian saying states that “everything
happens by God's will”. Being faithful to God’s
will and grateful for God’s help and blessing for
being here in this wonderful country, the

Romanian Christians gathered and built a sacred



au ridicat altar de jertfa lui Dumnezeu, organi-
zand 1n Toronto prima parohie ortodoxa roméana
care poartd hramul “Sfantul Gheorghe”, oficial
intemeiatd la 14 martie 1954 sub jurisdictia
canonicd a Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane din
America de la “Vatra Roméaneascd”, Detroit,

USA.

Trebuie sd mulfumim tuturor fratilor romani,
care, cu toate greutatile inceputului de viata noud
in Canada, au simtit si inteles ca Dumnezeu este
si trebuie sa fie mai presus de toate, si de aceea
au ndltat Licas Sfant, Biserica si Casd de
Culturd, au format, dupa cum se spune la romani,
un mic “picior de plai” mioritic pe care-1 putem

numi Casa noastra.

Alcidtuirea editiei a doua a Albumului aniversar
se datoreaza mai multor colaboratori, dar mai
ales domnului Cristian Zamrii si familiei dom-
niei sale, cu care am conlucrat §i la prima editie
in anul 2004, fapt pentru care le mulfumim tutu-
ror. Speram sd nu supdrdm pe nimeni dacd s-au
facut omisiuni, sau daca lipsesc unele date,
fotografii sau informatii pe care unii enoriasi le
pot socoti importante; toate aceste scapari nu au
fost ficute cu rea vointd sau cu intentie. In viitor
ele vor putea fi adaugate in cuprinsul

urmatoarelor editii aniversare ale acestui album.

Dorim ca faptele relatate sd fie nu spre maérire
desartd ci ca semn de recunostinta adusa lui
Dumnezeu, dar si preotilor si credinciosilor care

le-au savarsit . De-a lungul anilor fiecare genera-

altar dedicated to God, and on March 14 1954
they founded their first Romanian Orthodox
Parish in Toronto, under the canonical jurisdic-
tion of The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of
America from ‘“Vatra Romaneasci”, Detroit,
USA and chose the Holy Great Martyr George as

their patron-saint.

We have to thank all of our Romanian brothers,
who, in spite of their personal hardships, related
to beginning of a new life in Canada, they felt
and understood that God is and must be consi-
dered above all, and therefore, they established a
Holy Place, a Church and Cultural place, the so
called “picior de plai mioritic”, that it can be

referred to as “Our home”.

The editing Album was possible with the help
received from many parishioners, but especially
from Mr. Cristian Zamrii and his family, who
also helped issuing the first edition of the A/bum
in 2004; therefore, we thank them all. We hope
that nobody will be upset if there are some omis-
sions or we forgot to mention something or
somebody, if we have not published pictures or
information which someone might considered of
being of great value; nothing was done with bad
will or intentionally. All omissions can be used

to complete the future editions of the Album.

All mentioned in this A/bum should not be for a
vain glory, but as a gesture of gratitude towards
God, priests and faithful who have done them.

During so many years, each generation has con-
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tie a contribuit dupa putinta la dezvoltarea si

bunistarea Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe”.

In ultimii 30 de ani, numirul roménilor in
Toronto a crescut; multi credinciosi, care la
inceput si-au gasit pentru o buna perioada de
timp linistea si ajutorul la biserica noastrd, s-au
mutat ulterior in alte zone sau chiar in afara ora-
sului punand bazele altor misiuni si parohii orto-

doxe roménesti in aceastd parte a provinciei.

Nadajduim ca truda inaintasilor si roadele
chemarii lor sd fie exemple de urmat si
surse de Incurajare pentru noile gene-
ratii de romani canadieni care se vor
angaja, la randul lor, in misiunea de
pastrare a credintei ortodoxe, a limbii mater-
ne, a culturii si traditiilor stramosesti spre

Slava lui Dumnezeu si a Sfintei noastre Biserici.

Preot Paroh IOAN BUNEA
Biserica Ortodoxda Romdnd
“Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto

tributed with their efforts to develop and
strengthen the Saint George Church.

In the last 30 years, the number of Romanians
established in Toronto has grown larger; many
faithful found peace for their souls and help in
our Church community when they arrived, but
moving outside or to other parts of the city, they

established new Romanian Orthodox parishes

A\ and missions in the Greater Toronto Area.

We hope that all work done until now and
the fruit of our calling to be great exam-
ples and sources of encouragement for
' new generations of Romanian-Canadians

to continue to preserve the Orthodox faith,

tions of their forefathers to the Glory of God

and our Holy Church.

Parish Priest IOAN BUNEA
Saint George Romanian
Orthodox Church in Toronto



rezenta romaneasca pe continentul
nord-american dateaza din jurul anului
1895. La acea vreme, mulfi romani din

Ardeal, Bucovina si Banat au fost

nevoiti sa emigreze pe aceste meleaguri
indepartate, din cauza ocupatiei austro-ungare a
acestor teritorii romanesti. O datd cu aceastd
migrare, romanii gi-au adus cu ei ceea ce aveau
mai de pret: o parte din bunurile lor materiale,
traditiile stramosesti, dar mai ales ceea ce
Domnul nostru lisus Hristos ne-a lasat pe veci,
dreapta noastra credintd crestind. Prin poposirea
pe teritoriul Scythiei Minor (Dobrogea de astazi)
a Sfantului Apostol Andrei, cel Intdi chemat si
urmeze Mantuitorului, Biserica Ortodoxa
Romana a cépatat pecetea de Pururea Sfintd si

Apostoleascd Bisericd.

De-a lungul anilor s-au infiintat, rand pe rand,
multe parohii ortodoxe romanesti atat in Canada
cat si in Statele Unite. Dupa terminarea celui de-
al Doilea Riazboi Mondial, un fir de traditie si
viatd romaneascd a prins radécind si in Toronto,
prin crearea unei Asociatii Culturale ce si-a

desfasurat activitatea intre anii 1948 si 1954.

he Romanian presence in North-
America dates back to 1895. At that
time, many Romanians from Transyl-
vania, Bukovina and Banat were forced
to emigrate to these faraway lands due
to the difficult living conditions during the
Austro-Hungarian occupation of those Roma-
nian territories. As part of this migration, the
Romanian immigrants brought with them what
they considered valuable: some of their belong-
ings and money, their local traditions, but espe-
cially what our Lord Jesus Christ has given us,
the true Christian faith. By the entrance of Saint
Apostle Andrew, the First called to follow the
Savior, in the territory of Scythia Minor (today's
Dobrogea), the Romanian Orthodox Church
received the seal of the Never Ending Holy and
Apostolic Church.

Over the years, many Romanian Orthodox
parishes have been established in Canada and in
the United States. After the Second World War,
the Romanian immigrants organized themselves
in Toronto in a Cultural Association that carried

out its activity between 1948 and 1954.

11
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Incepand cu anul 1953, membrii acestei asociatii
au Inceput sa planuiascd infiintarea unei biserici

ortodoxe romanesti si pe aceste meleaguri.

1954, 31 ianuarie - La acecastd datd, Adunarea
generald a Asociatiei Culturale a hotarat initierea
demersurilor pentru cumpdrarea unei Case
Roménesti in orasul Toronto. Astfel, a fost gasita
cladirea din 324 Broadview Ave. La 28 februarie
1954 membrii Asociatiei Culturale au decis
achizitionarea acest imobil. Pentru aceasta s-a
initiat o colectd printre membrii
asociatiei in vederea strangerii de fon-

duri pentru platirea avansului necesar.

1954, 14 martie - Membrii comunitatii
romanesti din Toronto, Intrunifi in
la St

Memorial Hall, au validat hotararea de a

Adunare generald Andrew
cumpara aceasta cladire pentru suma de
21 500 de dolari canadieni. De aseme-
nea, s-a decis ca Asociatia Culturala
existentd sd se transforme in parohie ortodoxa
romédna, cladirea cumpdratd urmand sa
deserveasca atat activitdtile religioase, cat si cele
culturale. Suma necesara pentru avans (down
payment) era de 4 000 de dolari canadieni, dar,
pana la acea data, se strAnsesera numai 3 000 de
dolari canadieni. Totusi, datoritd sacrificiului si
marinimiei domnului Gheorghe Puscas, crestin
si patriot roman, sosit in Canada incd dinaintea
celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial, suma nece-

sard a fost completatd. Domnia sa a garantat

Starting in 1953, the members of this association
began to plan the establishment of a Romanian

Orthodox Church in these lands.

1954, January 31 - At this date, the General
Assembly of the Cultural Association decided to
initiate steps to buy a Romanian House in
Toronto. So, the building at 324 Broadview Ave
was chosen. On February 28, 1954, the members
of the Cultural Association decided to acquire
this property. To support this, a collection was
initiated among the members of the asso-
ciation in order to raise funds for the nec-

essary advance payment.

1954, March 14 - The members of the
Romanian community in Toronto, parti-
cipating at the General Assembly hosted
at St. Andrew Memorial Hall, validated
the decision to buy this building for
$21,500 Canadian dollars. It was also
decided that the existing Cultural
Association should be transformed into a
Romanian Orthodox parish, the purchased build-
ing being designated for religious services, as
well as for cultural activities. The down payment
amount was $4,000 Canadian dollars, but at that
time, only $3,000 Canadian dollars were collec-
ted. However, due to the sacrifice and generosity
of Mr. Gheorghe Puscas, a Romanian Christian
and patriot who had arrived in Canada before the
Second World War, the necessary amount was

completed. Mr. Puscas guaranteed $1,000



O parte dintre membrii fondatori ai parohiei/
Few of the parish founding members - 1954
Randul de sus/ Back row: Vasile Posteuca, Ilie
Dumitru, Nicolaec Baboi, Roman Tinta, Sergiu Tihan,
Vladimir Ududec, Stefan Ciotlog, Constantin Roman
Randul de jos/ Front row: Constantin Magirescu,
Gheorghe Puscas, Mircea Petrini

Primul altar al Capelei de la/ First Chapel Altar at
324 Broadview Ave. - 1954

Sedinta de aderare a parohiei la Episcopia
Ortodoxa de la Vatra Romaneasca/
Official proclamation of parish’s membership to
the Orthodox Episcopate at Vatra Roméneasca
(USA) - 29 octombrie/october 1954

In picioare/Standing: Parintele/ Father Eugen Lazir

Membrii primului Consiliu Parohial/ Members of the
first Parish Council - 29 octombrie/ october 1954

Randul de sus/ Back row: Vasile Posteuca, Roman Tinta,
Nicolae Baboi, Toma T. Lupu, Constantin Mégirescu, Ilarion
de Mintici, Mircea Petrini

Randul de jos/ Front row: John Panda, Périntele/ Father
Eugen Lazar (reprezentant episcopal/ episcopal reprezenta-
tive), Parintele/Father Nicolae Zelea, Gheorghe Puscas

Parintele/Father Nicolae Zelea & Preoteasa Florica
in mijlocul copiilor din parohie/ among the parish children - 1954




Stianga & jos/ Left & below:

Preotul Paroh/ Parish Priest Nicolae Zelea
impreuna cu/ together with

Parintele/ Father Sterie Mihadas

in Capela de la/ in the Chapel at 324 Broadview Ave.
Biieti de altar/ Altar boys: Gabriel & Mihail Zelea

Jos/Below: Fotografie de grup a membrilor parohiei/
Group photo with parish members - 1963
in mijloc/ in the middle: Parintele/ Father Nicolae Zelea

Jos/Below: Parintele/ Father
Nicolae Zelea alaturi de copiii/
among the children

Petre Radu, Mihai Lupu

& Elisabeta Pricop - 1962
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Hedlirmying,

Serbare a copiilor din parohie/
Parish children concert
iy 324 Broadview Ave. - 1956




suma de 1 000 de dolari canadieni fara nici o pre-
tenfie de dobanda. De asemenea, cumpararea
imobilului a fost posibild si prin participarea
urmdtorilor garantori: domnii John Panda,
Constantin Magirescu, Mircea Petrini, Toma T.
Lupu, Ilarion de Mintici, Roman Tinta, Nicolae

Baboi si Vasile Posteuca.

Astfel, a luat fiintd prima Bisericd Ortodoxa
Romaneasca din Toronto. Cu vointa Celui de Sus
si ca simbol al biruintei tuturor greutitilor,
membrii fondatori au decis ca hramul acestei
biserici sa fie Sfantul Mare Mucenic Gheorghe,
Purtdtorul de Biruinti. Alegerea hramului a fost
facutd si ca recunostinta pentru sacrificiile facute
de cdtre domnul Gheorghe Puscas pentru infiin-
tarea acestei parohii, domnia sa fiind crestinat cu

numele acestui sfant.

1954, 16 mai - in urma unei recomandari ficute
de profesorul Vasile Posteucd, Adunarea gene-
rald a parohiei, intrunitd la aceastd data,
hotaraste sa propund teologului Nicolae Zelea sa
devinad preotul paroh al noii biserici. Cu multd
emotie, dar si cu dorintd de a ajuta tAnara comu-
nitate romaneascd din Toronto, domnia sa
acceptd propunerea, devenind astfel primul preot
paroh al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane “Sfantul

Gheorghe” din Toronto.

1954, 19-20 iunie - Teologul Nicolae Zelea este
hirotonit preot de citre 1.P.S. Sa Arhiepiscopul
Grigore al Montrealului si Canadei de Est,

apartinand de Biserica Ortodoxa Rusd din exil,

Canadian dollars without any future claim on
interest. The purchase of the building was also
possible by the participation of the following
guarantors: John Panda, Constantin Magirescu,
Mircea Petrini, Toma T. Lupu, Ilarion de Mintici,
Roman Tintd, Nicolaec Baboi and Vasile

Posteuca.

Thus, the first Romanian Orthodox Church in
Toronto was established. By the Will of God and
as a symbol of victory against all difficulties, the
founding members chose the Holy Great Martyr
and Victory Bearer Saint George as the church
patron saint. This particular choice was probably
made also as recognition for the sacrifices made
by Mr. Gheorghe Puscas for the establishment of
this parish, him being baptized with the name of

this great Christian saint.

1954, May 16 - Based on a recommendation
made by Professor Vasile Posteucd, the General
Assembly of the Parish, gathered at this date,
decided to propose to the theologian Nicolae
Zelea to become the parish priest of this new
church. With great emotion, but willing to help
the young Christian Romanian community in
Toronto, he accepted the proposal, becoming the
first parish priest of the Saint George Romanian

Orthodox Church in Toronto.

1954, June 19-20 - Theologian Nicolae Zelea is
ordained priest by H.E. Archbishop Gregory of
Montreal and Eastern Canada, part of the

Russian Orthodox Church in exile, separated
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despartita de Patriarhia de la Moscova.
Ceremonia religioasd a fost oficiata de prelatul
rus in numele I.P.S. Sale Mitropolitul Visarion,
fost Mitropolit al Bucovinei, care locuia in exil
la Paris, Franta, si care nu a putut fi prezent.
Locul acestei ceremonii a fost Biserica Ortodoxa
Romani “Buna-Vestire” din Montréal, Quebéc,

al cérei preot paroh era Périntele Petre Popescu.

In perioada ce a urmat s-a lucrat la amenajarea
Capelei in partea de sus a cladirii nou cumparate,
partea de jos urmand sa serveascd ca sald
parohiala. Primele icoane si obiecte de cult
ortodox, precum si alte articole necesare
impodobirii noii biserici, au fost donate de YN
catre parohiile ortodoxe romanesti
“Buna-Vestire’din Montréal, Que-
“Sfantul Gheorghe” din

Windsor, Ontario.

béc si

1954, 27 iunie - In aceastd zi de duminicd, in
Capela astfel amenajata, Périntele Nicolae Zelea
a oficiat Sfanta Liturghie in cadrul primului
serviciu religios. Cu emotie in suflete si lacrimi
de bucurie, toti romanii din Toronto au luat parte

la acest eveniment major din viata noii parohii.

1954, 30 iulie - Adunarea generala a membrilor
parohiei alege primul Consiliu Parohial format
din urmatoarele persoane: Mircea Petrini -
Gheorghe

Magirescu, Nicolae Baboi, Ilie Dumitru, John

presedinte, Puscag, Constantin
Panda, Sergiu Tihan, Constantin Banulescu,

Constantin Roman, Roman Tinta, Vladimir

from the Patriarchate of Moscow. The religious
service was officiated by the Russian prelate on
behalf of H.E. Metropolitan Visarion, former
Metropolitan of Bukovina, who lived in exile in
Paris, France, but could not be present. The ce-
remony took place at the Annunciation Roma-
nian Orthodox Church in Montréal, Quebec,

whose parish priest was Father Petre Popescu.

Immediately after that, a Chapel was set up at the
higher level of the newly purchased building, the
lower level being designated to serve as a parish

hall. The first Orthodox icons and objects of

worship, as well as other items required
for the new church were donated by the
Annunciation Romanian Orthodox
¢y parish in Montreal, Quebec and by

the Saint George Romanian Orthodox

parish in Windsor, Ontario.

1954, June 27 - On this Sunday, in the new
Chapel, Father Nicolae Zelea celebrated the
Divine Liturgy for the first time. With great emo-
tion and tears of joy, all Christian Romanians
from Toronto were present at this major event in

the life of the new parish.

1954, July 30 - The General Assembly of the
Parish Members elects the First Parish Council
consisting of the following people: Mircea
Petrini - President, Gheorghe Puscas, Constantin
Magirescu, Nicolae Baboi, Ilie Dumitru, John
Panda, Sergiu Tihan, Constantin Banulescu,

Constantin Roman, Roman Tintd, Vladimir



Stinga/Left: 1.P.S. Sa Arhiepiscopul/
His Eminence Archbishop Valerian - 1959

Jos/Below: A 10-a Aniversare a parohiei/ 10th
Parish Anniversary. in mijloc/ In the middle
Arhiepiscopul/ Archbishop Valerian - 1964

i ate M SR e

Asociatia Doamnelor/ Ladies’ Association - 1967 Casatoria religioasa a unui membru fonda-
In mijloc/In the middle Parintele/Father Nicolae Zelea & Preoteasa Florica tor al parohiei/ Religious marriage of one

of the parish founding members, Leon
Capatana & Maria - 324 Broadview Ave.

O parte dintre membrii parohiei/ A few of
parish members

Randul de sus/Back row: George Boghici,
Teodor Pricop, Victor Mosoiu, Toma T. Lupu,
Jean de Mintici

Rdndul de jos/Front row: Constantin
Magirescu, Vasile Posteuca, Parintele/ Father
Nicolae Zelea, Mircea Radu, Ilarion de
Mintici




Xl e
Matei Hojbota, Roland Mitchener
(Presedintele Parlamentului Canadian/
President of the Canadian Parliament) &
Vasile Posteuca
In fatd/in front: Gabriel & Mihail Zelea

Imagine de grup a membrilor
parohiei/ Group photo of
parish members

324 Broadview Ave.

Asociatia Doamnelor/

Ladies’ Association}

In mijloc/In the middle:
Parintele/Father Nicolae Zelea &
Preoteasa Florica

O parte dintre membrii parohiei/ A few of the parish members:
Randul de sus/Back row: Ilie Dumitru, Petre Tanase, Toma T. Lupu,
Constantin Magirescu, Vasile Posteuca, Leon Céapatana, Constantin
Bousis Corul Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe” la/
Randul de jos/Front row: Ana Radu, Ana Stefanescu, Parintele/Father Saint George Church Choir at
Nicolae Zelea, Preoteasa Florica Zelea, Ida Magirescu Eaton’s International Bazaar




Ududec, Ilarion de Mintici, Gheorghe Puscas si
Toma T. Lupu. Tot la aceastd adunare, teologul
Nicolae Tanase a fost numit cantor, iar domnii
Mircea Petrini, Toma T. Lupu si Ilarion de

Mintici - epitropi.

1954, 29 octombrie - In urma cererii adresate la
3 septembrie 1954 1.P.S. Sale Arhiepiscopul
Valerian, Adunarea generala a parohiei “Sfantul
Gheorghe” din Toronto, in prezenta Parintelui
Eugen Lazar, reprezentant episcopal, hotardste
in unanimitate intrarea bisericii sub jurisdictia
Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romine din America.
Episcopia isi are sediul la Vatra Roméaneasca din
Jackson, Michigan, S.U.A., si se supune pe cale
ierarhica Bisericii Ortodoxe din America cu

sediul in Washington, S.U.A.

Cu toate greutdtile inceputului, viata sociald,
culturala si, mai ales, cea spirituald a romanilor
din Toronto a continuat sa se dezvolte. Pe langa
serviciile religioase ce aveau loc duminica in
Capela, in sala parohiald s-au organizat intalniri
ale comunitatii de romani, serbari pentru cei
mici si diverse activitdti culturale insotite de

muzicd §i dansuri populare romanesti.

Consiliile Parohiale care s-au succedat in anii ce
au urmat s-au ocupat de gestionarea parohiei, dar
si de ajutorarea multor romani, nou veniti in
Canada. Pardsindu-si tara din cauza dictaturii
comuniste instalate in Romania, sau venind din
alte colturi ale lumii sau ale Canadei, emigrantii

romani nu primeau la acea vreme nici un fel de

Ududec, Ilarion de Mintici, Gheorghe Puscas,
and Toma T. Lupu. At the same time, the theolo-
gian Nicolae Tdnase was named as a cantor,
while Mircea Petrini, Toma T. Lupu and Ilarion

de Mintici - epitrops/trustees.

1954, October 29 - Following the request sent
on September 3, 1954 to H.E. Archbishop
Valerian, the General Assembly of the Saint
George Parish in Toronto, in the presence of
Eugen Lazér, Episcopal Representative, unani-
mously decided to register the church under the
Orthdox

Episcopate in America. The Episcopate is loca-

jurisdiction of the Romanian
ted at Vatra Romdneascd in Jackson, Michigan,
U.S.A., and is part of the Orthodox Church in
America based in Washington, U.S.A.

Despite the various difficulties, the social, cul-
tural, and especially the spiritual life of the
Romanians in Toronto continued to develop.
Besides the religious services that took place
every Sunday in the Chapel, the parish hall hos-
ted various gatherings of the Romanian commu-
nity, children concerts and other activities inclu-

ding traditional Romanian dances and music.

The Parish Councils that succeeded in the fol-
lowing years took care of the parish manage-
ment, but also helped many Romanians, new-
comers to Canada. Leaving their home country
because of the communist dictatorship installed
in Romania, or coming from other parts of the

world or Canada, Romanian emigrants did not

19



20

ajutor din partea guvernului Canadei. Donénd
bani, haine si alimente, sau gizduind pe nou
veniti, membrii Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane
“Sfantul Gheorghe” s-au dovedit adevirati

crestini i patriofi romani.

1957 - In acest an ia fiintd societatea de ajutor
intitulatd “Credit Union”, destinati celor ce
doreau sa-si cumpere prima casd, dar nu detineau

suma necesara pentru avans (down payment).

1959 - Cu ajutorul societitii “Credit Union” se
achita ultima parte, In valoare de 3 000 de dolari
canadieni, din cel de-al doilea Tmprumut
(mortgage) incheiat pentru cumpérarea

cladirii din 324 Broadview Ave.

1963 - Din inifiativa doamnelor din
parohie si urmand modelul asociatiei
similare existente la Episcopia de la Vatra
Romaéneasca, se Infiinteazd Asociatia
Doamnelor. Doamna Ana Stefanescu, originara
din Arad, care impreund cu sotul dansei, domnul
Paul Stefinescu, s-a numadrat printre membrii
fondatori ai Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe”, a fost
aleasd prima presedinta a acestei organizatii. De-
a lungul anilor, Asociatia Doamnelor a reprezen-
tat si reprezinta un sprijin important pentru dez-

voltarea vietii parohiale.

Dupa achitarea integrala in mai putin de 10 ani a
imprumutului ficut pentru cumpararea cladirii
din 324 Broadview Ave., membrii parohiei au

luat in discutie necesitatea Inlocuirii acestui

receive any help from the Canadian government.
Through donations in money, clothes and food,
or sheltering the newcomers, the members of the
Saint George Romanian Orthodox Church

proved to be true Christians Romanian patriots.

1957 - This year, the Credit Union was estab-
lished for those who wanted to buy their first
home but did not have enough funds for the

down payment.

1959 - With the aid of the "Credit Union", the

remaining sum of $3,000 Canadian dollars was

L )\ paid out to close the second mortgage

required to purchase the building from 324

Broadview Ave.

in the Episcopate at Vatra Romaneascd, the
Ladies’ Association is established. Mrs. Ana
Stefanescu, born in Arad, Romania, was elected
as the first president of this association. Mrs.
Ana and her husband, Mr. Paul Stefidnescu were
among the founding members of the Saint
George Church. Over the years, the Ladies’
Association has played an important role in

developing/maintaining the parish life.

After the full payment of the loan made for the
purchase of the 324 Broadview Ave. building in
less than 10 years the parish members took into

consideration the necessity of replacing this



Cor cu membrii din parohie/
Choir of parish members
Dirijor/Conductor: Constantin
Magirescu

Colindatori de Craciun/
Christmas carolers -
324 Broadview Ave.

Serbare de Craciun a
copiilor din parohie/
Parish children
Christmas concert

Serbare roméneasci/ Romanian event
La acordeon/Playing accordion: Grigore Magirescu




Cladirea Bisericii/ Church building
247 Rosethorn Ave. - 1970

Ceremonie religioasa in sala
parohiala/ Religious service in
the parish hall

Toma T. Lupu, Parintele/ Father
Nicolae Zelea, Parintele/ Father
Petre Popescu (Montreal),
Parintele / Father Nicolae Tanase,
Périntele/ Father Sterie Mihadas
& Constantin Magirescu

Ceremonie religioasa la aniversarea a 25 de ani de casatorie/
Religious service at the 25th marriage anniversary: Ana & Paul
Stefanescu (membrii fondatori/ founding members) - 1971
Preoti/ Priests: Parintele/Father Nicolae Tanase &

Périntele Paroh/ Parish Priest Nicolae Zelea

Aniversarea a 25 de ani de casatorie/ 25th marriage
anniversary: Maria & Toma T. Lupu (membrii fondatori/
founding members) - 1975

Copiii/Children: Florica, Tomel & Mihai Lupu




licas cu un altul, mai incdpator, care s fie in

acelasi timp si un edificiu religios autentic.

Astfel, In anul 1970, cand parohia detinea o
cladire in proprietate si, in plus, suma de 15 000
de dolari canadieni, Consiliul Parohial, al carui
presedinte era la acea vreme domnul Toma T.
Lupu, a decis Tnaintarea ofertei de cumparare a
cladirii bisericii din 247 Rosethorn Ave. Domnul
Leon Cépatana, membru fondator al parohiei, a
fost cel care a gasit oferta de vanzare a acestui
imobil de catre Episcopia Bisericii Anglicane din
Toronto. Cladirea apartinea parohiei anglicane
The Church of Calvary (Biserica Patimilor
Mantuitorului). A fost claditd in anul 1927 pe
locul unei alte biserici ce a fost mistuita de
flacarile unui incendiu, fiind ctitoria unei familii
bogate de englezi, cu numele Silverthorn, pro-
prietara terenului. De altfel, una dintre cele doua
intrari ale bisericii este din strada ce poartd

numele fostilor proprietari, Silverthorn Ave.

1970, 1 iulie - Cladirea bisericii anglicane din
247 Rosethorn Ave. intrd in posesia parohiei
“Sfantul  Gheorghe”.

Cumpararea acestei biserici s-a facut in con-

ortodoxe roméne

travaloarea sumei de 55 000 de dolari canadieni.

Reparatiile si amenajarile ce au urmat in incinta
bisericii, dar si in sala parohiald de la subsolul
cladirii, au necesitat o cheltuiala suplimentara de
15 000 de dolari canadieni. La aceasta s-au
addaugat numeroasele ore de munca voluntara ale

enoriagilor parohiei, in cadrul pregatirilor pentru

space with something that is much bigger and

that is also an authentic religious edifice.

Thus, in 1970, when the parish fully owned the
building as well as a sum of $15,000 Canadian
dollars, the Parish Council, whose president was
at that time Mr. Toma T. Lupu, decided to put an
offer to purchase the church building located at
247 Rosethorn Ave. Mr. Leon Cipatana, a found-
ing member of the parish, was the one who
found the sale announcement of that property by
the Episcopate of the Anglican Church in
Toronto. The building was owned by The
Church of Calvary Anglican parish. It was built
in 1927 on the site of another church that was
consumed by fire; the construction of the new
church was sponsored by a wealthy English fa-
mily, Silverthorn, who owned the land in that
area. Incidentally, one of the two church en-
trances is on the street name after the original

owners and benefactors, Silverthorn Ave.

1970, July 1 - The building of the Anglican
Church at 247 Rosethorn Ave. becomes the pro-
perty of the Saint George Romanian Orthodox
parish. The purchase of this church was made for

the amount of $55,000 Canadian dollars.

The repairs and upgrades that took place in the
church, but also in the parish hall at the basement
of the building, required an extra spend of
$15,000 Canadian dollars. This was accompa-
nied by the numerous hours of volunteer work of

the parishioners, in preparation for the
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sfintirea Bisericii ca liacas de cult crestin-
ortodox. Un ajutor deosebit I-a acordat arhitectul
Constantin Marutescu, cel care a realizat planul

de reamenajare a cladirii.

1971, 23-24 aprilie - Cu ocazia praznuirii
hramului Bisericii, Sfantul Mare Mucenic
Gheorghe, Purtatorul de Biruintd, s-a desfasurat
ceremonia de sfintire a noii cladiri. Aceastd
ceremonie religioasd a fost oficiata de 1.P.S. Sa
Arhiepiscopul Valerian al Episcopiei de la Vatra
Romaéneasca, Michigan, S.U.A. A fost un
moment de adanca emotie in fata
implinirii acestei dorinte mai vechi a
comunitatii de romani din Toronto,
pastorite de preotul paroh de atunci,

Parintele Nicolae Zelea.

Munca de infrumusetare a cladirii
Bisericii a devenit de atunci o priori-
tate a tuturor Consiliilor Parohiale ce s-au succe-
dat. Prin donatiile enoriasilor parohiei, s-au putut
realiza reparafii si Tmbunatafiri atat in incinta

Bisericii, cat si in sala parohiala.

1972 - Membrii parohiei “Sfantul Gheorghe” din
Toronto au contribuit, totodata, si la imbogatirea
activitatilor culturale ale comunititii romanesti
din Toronto, in acest an luand fiintd Asociatia
Culturald Roména “Dacia”. Ca orice inceput, si
aceastd initiativa a avut multe greutdti de infrun-
tat pand ce aceastd asociafie si-a creat o identi-
tate si a devenit cunoscuta si sustinutd de comu-

nitate. Daruindu-se idealului acestei organizatii,

blessing/consecration of the building as a
Christian Orthodox Church. Of great help was
the architect Constantin Marutescu, who put

together the plan for the building redevelopment.

1971, April 23-24 - At the feast the Church
patron saint, the Holy Great Martyr and Victory
Bearer Saint George, the ceremony of consecra-
tion and blessing of the new building was carried
out. The religious service was officiated by H.E.
Archbishop Valerian of the Episcopate at Vatra
Romaneascd, Michigan, U.S.A. It was an emo-
tional moment at the fulfillment of
this long waited wish of the
Romanian community in Toronto,
lead by the parish priest at that time,

Father Nicolae Zelea.

The work of decorating the Church
has since become a priority of all the
Parish Councils that have succeeded. Through
the donations of the parish members, many
repairs and improvements could be made in the

Church and in the parish hall.

1972 - The members of the Saint George Parish
in Toronto also contributed to the cultural activi-
ties of the Romanian community in Toronto, dur-
ing this year the Romanian Cultural Association
"Dacia" being formed. Like anything else, this
initiative had also many difficulties to face until
this association was able to create its own iden-
tity and became known and supported by the

community. Dedicated to the goal of this organi-



integralia/ Symbolic burning of the Church mortgage
paper after payout - 22 octombrie/october 1977

I.P.S. Sa Arhiepiscopul/ His Eminence Archbishop
Valerian, Parintele/Father Nicolae Zelea, Ana Stefanescu
& Constantin Roman (Presedintele Consiliului Parohial/
President of the Parish Council)

Arhiepiscopul/ Archbishop Valerian alaturi de/ next to
Parintele/ Father Sterie Mihadas (stinga/left) & Preotul Paroh/
Parish Priest Nicolae Zelea (dreapta/right) - 22 octombrie/october 1977

’1 wy-g"
X Vo

-1

Masa festiva cu ocazia vizitei
Arhiepiscopului/ Banquet
organized during the visit of
Archbishop Valerian -

22 octombrie/october 1977

Serbare romineasca/
Romanian community event -
Tineri din parohie alaturi de /
Parish youth around Marioara
Dimov (organizatoarea eveni-

2 mentului/ event organizer)




Fotografie de grup la a 25-a aniversare a
parohiei/ Group photo at the 25th parish
anniversary - 1979

In mijloc/In the middle: Parintele/Father
Nicolae Zelea & Preoteasa Florica

Asociatia Doamnelor la aniversarea a
25 de ani de existenta a parohiei/
Ladies Association at the

25th parish anniversary - 1979

In mijloc/In the middle: Parintele/Father
Nicolae Zelea & Preoteasa Florica

Stanga/Lefi: Fotografie la a 25-a aniversare a parohlell Group photo at the 25th parish anniversary - 1979
In spate/Back row: Constantin Papamangiar, Dinu Paul, Gabriel & Mihail Zelea, Stefan Gorunescu, Constantin Migirescu
In fatd/Front row: Constantin Roman, Parintele/Father Nicolae Zelea, Dudu Vasile, Toma T. Lupu

Grup de tineri la a 25-a aniversare a parohiei/

Youth group at the 25th parish anniversary - 1979

In spate/Back row: George Hojbota, Mihail & Gabriel Zelea,
Tonel Gheta, Mihai Lupu; In fatd/Front row: Vera Cipatana,
Parintele/Father Nicolae Zelea, Elena Murg001

Jos/Below: Grup de tineri la a 25-a aniversare a parohiei/
Youth group at the 25th parlsh annlversary 1979




si anume pastrarea i promovarea identitatii cul-
turale si spirituale a romanilor din Toronto si
imprejurimi, membrii parohiei au reusit sa
mentind vie Asociatia Culturald Romana
“Dacia” pentru multi ani. Astfel, de-a lungul tim-
pului s-au prezentat piese de teatru, spectacole
folclorice si de muzicd usoard, diverse expozitii
si prezentdri de carte. Doua dintre activitdtile
importante la care Asociatia “Dacia” a participat
anual au fost Easter Around the World (mani-
festare organizatd in perioada premergitoare
Sfintelor Pasti in incinta Primériei Toronto, ulti-
ma editie fiind organizatd 1n anul 2012), si mai
de curand Sdarbdtoarea Romanilor din Toronto
(organizata pentru 10 ani consecutiv de parohia
“Sfantul Gheorghe” in centrul orasului Toronto).
Asociatia “Dacia” a participat cu stand propriu
de prezentare a culturii, costumelor si obiectelor
populare traditionale, precum si ale bucatelor
specifice bucatariei romanesti. Mentionam aici
aportul deosebit pe care domnul Radu Datcu,
impreund cu familia, 1-a adus pentru sustinerea

activitatilor Asociatiei “Dacia’.

1977, 21-22 octombrie - in prezenta I.P.S. Sale
Arhiepiscopul Valerian, enoriagii Bisericii au
sarbatorit lichidarea ultimelor datorii ale paro-
hiei “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto prin arderea
simbolicd a ipotecii pe actuala cladire din

247 Rosethorn Ave.

1981, 1 februarie - La implinirea varstei de

65 de ani, dar si din motive de sanatate, Parintele

zation, namely the preservation and promotion
of the cultural and spiritual identity of the
Romanians in Toronto and the surrounding
areas, the parish members managed to maintain
the Romanian Cultural Association "Dacia" for
many years. Thus, during many years, theatrical
plays, folkloric performances and music, various
exhibitions and book presentations have been
organized. Two of the most important activities
the “Dacia” Association participated every year
were Easter Around the World (an event orga-
nized prior to Easter celebrations by the Toronto
City Hall, the last edition being organized in
2012), and more recently the Romanian Festival
in Toronto (organized for 10 consecutive years
by the the Saint George Parish). The "Dacia"
Association participated with its own booth that
presented the traditional culture, folk costumes
and objects, as well as the specific dishes of the
Romanian cuisine. Worth mentioning is the spe-
cial contribution of Mr. Radu Datcu, along with
his family, to support the activities of the

“Dacia” Association over many years.

1977, 21-22 October - In the presence of H.E.
Archbishop Valerian, the Church members cele-
brated the liquidation of the last credit amount
owed by the Saint George Parish in Toronto
through a symbolic burning of the mortgage
paper for the building at 247 Rosethorn Ave.

1981, February 1 - At the age of 65, and due to

health issues, Father Nicolae Zelea retires. Thus,
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Nicolae Zelea se pensioneaza. Astfel, la aceasta
data, Parintele Nicolae Ténase 1si incepe activi-
tatea ca preot administrator al parohiei ortodoxe
romane “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto, pe o
perioada de doi ani, fiind transferat de la parohia

“Sfantul loan Botezitorul” din Kitchener.

De altfel, in perioada dintre 1981 si 1990, Con-
siliile Parohiale ce s-au succedat au intreprins
toate eforturile pentru gésirea unui preot paroh

permanent pentru Biserica “Sfantul Gheorghe”.

1983, 30 septembrie - Incheindu-se
perioada de doi ani de provizorat, Parin-
tele Tanase 1si anuntd demisia Incepand

cu data de 15 noiembrie 1983.

1983, 5 noiembrie - In aceasti zi s-a
produs o mare tragedie, Périntele Nico-
lae Ténase, impreunad cu preoteasa Anita,
decedand in urma unui grav accident
rutier ce a avut loc la nord de orasul
Guelph, Ontario. Comunitatea romaneascd din
intreaga provincie Ontario a fost profund indure-
ratd de acest tragic eveniment. Un numér mare
de clerici si laici, printre care si I.P.S. Sa Arhie-
piscopul Nathaniel de la Vatra Romaneasca, au
participat la inmormantarea din data de 12

noiembrie, la cimitirul North York din Toronto.

1983, 5 noiembrie - Parintele Sterie Mihadas,
preot pensionar stabilit in Toronto, este ales
preot administrator al parohiei ortodoxe roméne

“Sfantul Gheorghe”.

at this date, Father Nicolae Tanase started his
activity as priest administrator of the Saint
George Romanian Orthodox Parish in Toronto,
for a period of two years, being transferred from
the Saint John the Baptist Romanian Orthodox
Church in Kitchener.

As a matter of fact, between the years 1981 and
1990, the successive parish councils made every
effort to find a permanent priest for the Saint

George Romanian Church in Toronto.

1983, September 30 - Ending the two-
year period of temporary assignment,
Father Tanase announced his resignation
effective November 15, 1983.

1983, November 5 - An unexpected-
tragedy occurred on this day; Father
Nicolae Tanase, together with preoteasa
Anita, died in a serious road accident
that occurred North of Guelph, Ontario.
The Romanian community from the entire
Ontario province was deeply affected by this
tragic event. A large number of lay people and
clergy, among whom was also H.E. Archbishop
Nathaniel from Vatra Roméaneasca, were present
on November 12th at the burial service at the

North York cemetery in Toronto.

1983, November 5 - Father Sterie Mihadas, a
retired priest residing in Toronto, is elected priest
administrator of the Saint George Romanian
Orthodox Parish.



A 25-a aniversare
a parohiei/ The
25th parish
anniversary - 1979

Masa festiva cu ocazia celei de-a 25-a aniversari a parohiei/ A 25-a aniversare a parohiei/
Banquet organized for the 25th parish anniversary - 1979 The 25th parish anniversary - 1979
Constantin Roman (Presedintele Consiliului
Parohial/ President of the Parish Council) &
Parintele Paroh/ Parish Priest Nicolae Zelea,

Dansuri populare prezentate la a 25-a aniversare a parohiei/
Traditional dances at the 25th parish anniversary - 1979

T

Invitati la a 25-a aniversare a parohiei/ Special guest at the
25th parish anniversary - 1979

Parintele/Father Dumitru Ichim, Preoteasa Anita Tanase, Parin-
tele/Father Nicolae Tinase, I.P.S. Sa Arhiepiscopul/ His
Eminence Archbishop Valerian and others.
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1986 - Consiliul Parohial al Bisericii “Sfantul
Gheorghe” din Toronto alege ca preot paroh
pe Parintele Mihai Handrabur, venit impreuna cu

familia din Elvetia.

Din acest an, viata spirituald, sociala si culturala
a parohiei “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto
devine agitatd, intrand intr-un oarecare declin
declangat de actiunile de faramitare a diasporei,
Guvernul comunist din Roménia strecurand

neincredere intre emigrantii romani din Toronto.

1989 - Din cauza necredintei si a lipsei
de educatie religioasd a unor enoriagi, in acest
an a avut loc o tentativa, nereusita 1n final
de destramare a parohiei “Sfantul
Gheorghe” din Toronto, ce constituia
un adevarat bastion de luptd pentru
libertatea romanilor. Astfel, o parte dintre
enoriasi, impreuna cu preotul Handrabur, se
desprind de parohia “Sfantul Gheorghe”
incercand sd formeze o alta parohie sub jurisdic-
tia Arhiepiscopiei Ortodoxe Romane din
America aparfinand Patriarhiei Romane. Noua
parohie s-a destramat dupda putin timp de la
infiintare. Ca urmare a demisiei preotului
Handrabur, preotul pensionar Sterie Mihadas
este chemat sa administreze temporar parohia

“Sfantul Gheorghe™ din Toronto.

Anul 1990 a marcat debutul unei noi etape in
istoria parohiei. Astfel, Consiliul Parohial al Bi-
sericii a organizat un concurs pentru desemnarea

unui nou preot paroh la data de 13 mai 1990.

1986 - The Parish Council of the Saint George
Church in Toronto nominated Father Mihai
Handrabur, as parish priest; he and his family

came to Canada from Switzerland.

Starting this year, the spiritual, social and cultu-
ral life of the Saint George Parish in Toronto has
become agitated, experiencing a certain decline
triggered by segregating activities promoted by
the Communist Romanian government threate-

ning the trust among the Romanian immigrants .

1989 - Because of the lack of faith and religious
education for some of parishioners, an unsec-
s cessful attempt to destroy the Saint
George parish took place in a desire to
eliminate this strong group fighting
_ for freedom for all Romanians. Thus,
a part of the congregation, together with
the priest Handrabur, departs from the Saint
George parish trying to form another parish
under the jurisdiction of the Romanian Orthodox
Archdiocese in America subordinated to the
Romanian Patriarchate. The new parish was dis-
mantled after a short while. Following the resig-
nation of the priest Handrabur, the retired priest
Sterie Mihadas is called to temporarily adminis-
ter the Saint George Romanian parish in

Toronto.

The year 1990 marked the beginning of a new
phase in the history of the parish. Thus, the
Parish Council held interviews for the appoint-

ment of a new parish priest on May 13, 1990.



| Instalarea oficiala a Parintelui Paroh/
Official inauguration of Parish Priest Ioan Bunea -
16 septembrie/september 1990

b

i.P.S. Sa Arhiepiescopul/
His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel
Vizitd in anii ‘90/ Visit in the 90s

in g 1 == o

Instantanee de la ceremonia de instalarare a Parintelui Paroh/

Snapshots from the inauguration ceremony of Parish Priest Ioan Bunea -
16 septembrie/ september 1990

Sus/Above: Parintele Paroh/Parish Priest loan Bunea, Parintele/Father Nicolae
Zelea, Arhiepiscopul/Archbishop Nathaniel & Parintele/Father Dumitru Ichim
Jos/Below: Parintele Paroh/Parish Priest Ioan Bunea, Arhiepiscopul/
Archbishop Nathaniel, Parintele/Father Dumitru Ichim & Dan Chirtu
(Presedintele Consiliului Parohial /President of the Parish Council)

------




Serbare de Craciun a Scolii Duminicale/Sunday School
Christmas Concert - inceputul anilor ‘90/ beginning of 90s
Profesoara/Teacher Preoteasa Mihaela Bunea

Secvente de la
serbari ale Scolii
Duminicale/
Photos from
Sunday School
shows/concerts

Mos Craciun/
Father
Christmas &
Parintele/Father
Ioan Bunea

Dan Chirtu (Presedintele Consiliului Parohial/ President of
Parish Council, Mos Craciun/ Father Christmas, Mihaela
Bunea (Directoare Scoala Duminicala/ Sunday School
Principal), Parmtele Paroh/Parlsh Priest Ioan Bunea




1990, 10 iunie - in urma recomandarii primite
din partea Consiliului Parohial, Adunarea
Generald a membrilor parohiei, intrunitd la
aceastd datd, valideaza numirea ca preot paroh a
Parintelui Ioan Bunea stabilit impreuna cu fami-

lia 1n orasul Hamilton, Ontario.

1990, 27 iulie - La aceasta data, Parintele Ioan
Bunea a inceput slujirea la altarul Bisericii
“Sfantul Gheorghe™ din Toronto, oficiind pentru
prima datd in calitate de preot paroh Sfinta
Liturghie in ziua sarbatorii Sfdntului Mare

Mucenic si Tamdduitor Pantelimon.

1990, 16 septembrie - La aceastd datd, Parintele
Ioan Bunea este instalat oficial ca preot paroh al
Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane “Sfantul Gheorghe”
din Toronto, de citre I.P.S. Sa Arhiepiscopul
Nathaniel de la Episcopia Ortodoxa Roméana de

la Vatra Romaneasca.

Pe parcursul celor aproape 30 de ani care au tre-
cut de atunci, cu ajutorul lui Dumnezeu, Biserica
“Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto a cunoscut o
perioada infloritoare, devenind un adevarat sim-

bol al ortodoxiei romanesti In aceastd provincie.

1990 - in acest an s-a amenajat spatiul necesar
desfasurdrii activitatii educationale pentru copiii
(4 - 10 ani) inscrisi la Scoala Duminicala, infiin-
tatd din initiativa si sub coordonarea Preotesei
Mihaela Bunea (Directoare). De-a lungul anilor,
indrumaitoarele acestei scoli (mentionam pentru

inceput pe invatatoarele Minodora Grigorescu,

1990, June 10 - Based on the recommendation
received from the Parish Council, the General
Assembly of the parish members, called on this
date, validates the appointment as priest priest of
Father loan Bunea, established together with his

family in Hamilton, Ontario.

1990, July 27 - On this day, Father loan Bunea
started to serve the Saint George Romanian
Church in Toronto, oficiating for the first time as
parish priest the Divine Liturgy on the celebra-
tion day of Holy Great Martyr and Healer Saint

Panteleimon.

1990, September 16 - At this date, Father loan
Bunea is officially installed as parish priest of
the Saint George Romanian Orthodox Church in
Toronto, by H.E. Archbishop Nathaniel of the
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate at Vatra

Romaneasca.

Over the next almost 30 years, with God’s help,
the Saint George Church in Toronto experienced
a flourishing period, becoming a a true and liv-
ing symbol of Romanian Orthodoxy in this

province.

1990 - During this year, the required space was
set up for the educational activity of children (4
- 10 years old) participating in the Sun-day
School, founded and coordinated by the
Preoteasa Mihaela Bunea (Principal). Through-
out the years, the teachers of this school (we

mention here the names of Minodora Grigores-
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Melania Pldiasu, Mariana Criveanu, loana
Petrescu, Natalie Ghiorghiu, si pe profesoara de
balet, Cristina Pora Baldceanu), au mentinut vie
religia crestin ortodoxd, limba, cultura si istoria
Romaniei, precum si traditiile stramosesti in
sufletele celor mici. Principalul eveniment orga-
nizat pe scena Salii “Dacia” a fost Serbarea

Anuala a Pomului de Craciun.

1992, 21 noiembrie - Din initiativa Parintelui
loan Bunea, se infiinteaza Asociatia Seniorilor,
care organizeazd periodic intruniri ale credin-
ciogilor aflati la “a doua tinerete”. Primul
presedinte al seniorilor a fost ales domnul
Miron Chiriac. De-a lungul anilor,
presedentia Asociatiei Seniorilor a fost
asiguratda de membrii de seama ai
comunitatii parohiei precum domnii
George Nicola, Nicolaec Cailnicean,
Alexandru Tomescu, Ilie Andrei, Virgil
Nema si in ultimii doi ani de doamna

Andronica Andrei.

1994-1996 - Intre acesti ani, pe baza unui proiect
realizat de arhitectul George Coicea din Toronto,
s-a executat renovarea silii parohiale, cunoscuta
sub numele de Sala “Dacia”. Prin tapetarea
peretilor, renovarea tavanului, montarea coloa-
nelor decorative, instalarea de candelabre si fer-
estre noi, aceasta sald reprezintd o reusitd arhi-

tecturald cu care enoriagii parohiei se mandresc.

Este in traditia parohiei “Sfantul Gheorghe” ca

in fiecare an, in preajma aniversarii unor eveni-

cu, Melania Plaiasu, Mariana Criveanu, loana
Petrescu, Natalie Ghiorghiu, and the ballet
instructor, Mrs. Cristina Pora Bélaceanu), have
maintained in the souls of the little ones the
Orthodox Christian faith, the Romanian lan-
guage, culture and history, as well as traditions.
The main event organized in the Dacia Hall was

the Annual Christmas Concert.

1992, November 21 - Initiated by Father loan
Bunea, the Seniors’ Association is established on

this date; this association organizes periodically

% ~ gatherings of parish elders. Mr. Miron Chiriac

was elected as the first president of this asso-
ciation. Over the years, the presidency of

the Seniors’ Association in our parish

Alexandru Tomescu, Ilie Andrei, Virgil Nema
and for the past two years by Mrs. Andronica
Andrei.

1994-1996 - During these years, based on a pro-
ject by architect George Coicea of Toronto, the
renovation of the parish hall, known as the Dacia
Hall, was carried out. Instalation of drywall, dec-
oration of the ceiling, installion of decorative
columns, installion of new chandeliers and win-
dows, made this hall an architectural success that

parish members are proud of.

It is in the tradition of the Saint George parish

that every year, at the anniversary of major



mente majore din istoria romanilor (Ziua
Nationald a Romaniei - 1 decembrie 1918, Ziua
Unirii Principatelor Romane - 24 ianuarie 1859,
Ziua Unirii Basarabiei cu Roménia - 27 martie
1918), Sala “Dacia” si gazduiasca agape fratesti
pentru comunitatea romaneascd. Sub coordo-
narea Consiliului Parohial (mentiondm aici aju-
torul desosebit adus in ultimii 15 ani de domnii
loan Haba si Cristian Mates, presedinti ai
Consiliului) un important rol la organizarea
acestor evenimente comunitare speciale, dar si al
Hramului Bisericii, il are i Asociatia Doamnelor
condusd in ultimii ani de doamnele Crenguta
Dalea, Georgeta Petrescu si respectiv, Simona
Andrei. Programul acestor aniversari a fost
imbogatit n ultimii 12 ani prin introducerea
unor cuprinzdtoare prezentdri istorice insotite de
proiectii de fotografii de arhiva din istoria
romanilor dar §i a parohiei noastre, pregatite cu
daruire de domnul Cristian Zamrii, dar si de fru-
moasele poezii aniversare, compuse §i recitate
de domnul Alexandru Tomescu. Céantece patri-
otice traditionale sunt cantate an de an de toti
participantii la aceste aniverséri in semn de recu-
nostintd pentru eroii neamului romanesc. Tot, n
sala “Dacia” se organizeaza si diferite spectacole
muzicale sau teatrale, lansdri de carte, expozitii
de picturd, prezentate de artisti romani din

Canada, S.U.A., Republica Moldova i Romania.

De asemenea, de un mare succes de-a lungul
celor aproximativ 10 ani de activitate s-au bucu-

rat si numeroasele spectacole folclorice, de

events in the history of the Romanians (the
National Day of Romania - December 1, 1918;
the Unification Day of the Romanian Principali-
ties on January 24, 1859; the Unification Day of
Bessarabia with Romania - March 27, 1918), the
Dacia Hall to host gatherings for the Romanian
community. Under the coordination of the Parish
Council (we mention here the extraordinary help
brought in the past 15 years by loan Haba and
Cristian Mates, presidents of the Council), an
important role in the organization of these spe-
cial community events but also of the Patron
Saint Day Celebration is performed by the
Ladies Association led in recent years by
Crenguta Dalea, Georgeta Petrescu and, respec-
tively, by Simona Andrei. The anniversary pro-
gram for these events has been enhanced in the
past 12 years with the introduction of compre-
hensive photo presentations prepared by Mr.
Cristian Zamrii, but also with the beautiful
anniversary poems, composed and recited by Mr.
Alexandru Tomescu. Traditional patriotic songs
are sung every year by all participants at these
anniversaries in recognition of Romanian
heroes. In addition, various musical or theatrical
performances, book launches, painting exhibi-
tions, presented by Romanian artists from
Canada, the United States, Republic of Moldova

or from Romania, are organized in Dacia Hall.

Of a great success during the 10 years of activity
were the numereous folkloric performances,

including Romanian traditions and dances, pre-

35



36

traditii si dansuri populare, sustinute in sala
“Dacia” de Ansamblul “Voinicii”, ce a functionat
pe langd parohia Sfantul Gheorghe sub coor-
donarea domnului Doru Deboveanu. Mentionam
aici ca Ansamblul de dansuri populare “Voini-
cii” a devenit foarte cunoscut si apreciat in in-
treaga comunitate roméneasca din Toronto si nu
numai, membrii sdi fiind invitati sd participe la
numeroase festivaluri folclorice multi-culturale
ce au avut loc la Campul Romanesc de langa Ha-

milton, la Kitchener sau in Greater Toronto Area.

In sala Dacia, dar si 1n incinta Bisericii, sunt
prezentate si frumoase spectacole
corale cuprinzand traditionalele co-
linde romanesti din preajma
sarbatorii Craciunului, daruite cu
multd dragoste de membrii Corului
Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe”, cunos-
cut si sub numele de Corala “Vox
Dacis”. O deosebitd contributie in realizarea
acestor spectacole au avut-o de-a lungul ultimi-
lor 20 de ani dirijorii corului: Oana Coza, Doru
Deboveanu, Andreea Coza, Bogdan Jivan,
Victoria Iancu Solomon, Aurica Costinescu si

profesorul Nicolae Chirila, dirijorul de astazi.

1997-1999 - In aceasti perioadi, intreaga
Biserica a fost impodobitd cu picturd murald de
inspiratie ortodox-bizantind. Executia acestei
splendide realizdri spirituale si, In aceeasi
masurd artistice, apartine iconografului roman

Nicolae Enachi din Toronto. Dispunerea icoa-

sented in the Dacia Hall by the “Voinicii”
ensemble, that functioned within the Saint
George Parish under the coordination of Mr.
Doru Deboveanu. Worth mentioning is the fact
that the "Voinicii" folk dancing ensemble has
become well known and appreciated by the
entire Romanian community in Toronto and
beyond, its members being invited to participate
in numerous multi-cultural folk festivals that
took place at Campul Roméanesc, near Hamilton,

at Kitchener or in the Greater Toronto Area.

On the Dacia Hall stage, but also in the Church,
various choral performances have
been presented, including the tradi-
tional Romanian Christmas carols,
prepared and presented with love by
the members of the Saint George
Church Choir, also known as the
"Vox Dacis" Choir. A great contribu-
tion in delivering these performances with great
success over the past 20 years was offered by the
choir conductors: Oana Coza, Doru Deboveanu,
Andreea Coza, Bogdan Jivan, Victoria lancu
Solomon, Aurica Costinescu, and music

Professor Nicolae Chirila, the current conductor.

1997-1999 - During this period, the entire
church walls were decorated with Orthodox
Byzantine icon paintings. The execution of this
splendid spiritual and artistic achievement
belongs to the Romanian iconographer Nicolae

Enachi of Toronto. The layout of icons inside the



Parintele/Father Ioan Bunea alaturi de Asociatia Doamnelor/ among Ladies Asociatia Seniorilor/ Seniors’ Association - 1998
Association members In spate/Back row: Toma T. Lupu, George Nicola,
Miron Chiriac (Presedinte/ President), lon Vasile,
Constantin Roman; In fati/Front row: loana Pitra,
Ioana Oneata, Parintele/Father Ioan Bunea, Sofica
Cirisanu

Aniversare a 50 de ani de casatorie/

50th marriage anniversary - 1998

Dr. Constantin & Virginia Gref, Parintele/Father
Ioan Bunea

| Renovarea tavanului in
Sala “Dacia”/ Ceiling
painting in the “Dacia”
Hall - 1996

Parintele/ Father Toan
Bunea, Ciprian si Catélin
Bunea

Instalarea coloanelor |
decorative in Sala

decorative pillars in the
“Dacia” Hall - 1996 (i
Dan Chirtu, Parintele/ .
Father Ioan Bunea &
Florin Cilin
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nelor in Biserica “Sfantul Gheorghe” este con-
forma cu regulile ortodoxe, imbindnd armonios
icoane ale marilor praznice imparatesti, secvente
din Sfanta Scripturd, si icoane ale sfintilor

praznuiti de Biserica Ortodoxa.

2001-2002 - Imaginea Bisericii “Sfantul
Gheorghe” din Toronto s-a intregit prin montarea
la sfarsitul anului 2002 a unui nou iconostas rea-
lizat dupd un proiect apartindnd Parintelui loan
Bunea. Structura de lemn sculptat a fost execu-
tatd In Romania de cétre un grup de sculptori din
regiunea Targu-Neam{ coordonati de
Mihai Stilul

traditional roméanesc al acestor sculpturi

inginerul Croitoriu.
se imbind armonios cu pictura iconosta-
sului, realizatd tot In Romania de cétre
pictorul Marian Verza din Sibiu. De
asemenea, avand la bazd tot proiecte
realizate de Parintele loan Bunea,
aceeasi echipd de sculptori din Romania
cele doua scaune

au executat si

arhieresti, stranele si bancile.

Ca o particularitate, noul iconostas infatiseaza pe
partile laterale si cativa sfinfi ce au trdit sau
propovaduit dreapta credintd pe teritoriul locuit
de romani: Sfantul Apostol Andrei - ocrotitorul
Romaniei, Sfanta Cuvioasa Parascheva - ocroti-
toarea Moldovei, Sfantul Dimitrie Basarabov -
ocrotitorul Bucurestiului, Binecredinciosul
Voievod Stefan cel Mare si Sfant, Sfintii Martiri

Constantin Brancoveanu cu fiii sai si sfetnicul

Saint George Church is in conformity with the
Orthodox Church rules, harmoniously present-
ing the icons of the great feasts, scenes from the
Holy Scripture, and icons of the saints celebrated
by the Orthodox Church.

2001-2002 - The inside image of the Saint
George Church in Toronto was completed by the
end of 2002, when a new iconostasis was
installed based on a project of Father loan
Bunea. The sculptured wood structure was exe-
cuted in Romania by a group of sculptors from
the Targu-Neamt region coordinated by
the engineer Mihai Croitoriu. The tradi-
tional Romanian style of these sculp-
tures harmoniously blends with the
paintings of the iconostasis, made in
Romania by the painter Marian Verza
from Sibiu. Also, following other proj-
ects realized by Father loan Bunea, the
same team of sculptors from Romania
executed the two episcopal chairs and
Church benches.

As a peculiarity, the new iconostasis displays on
the lateral sides the icons of a few saints who
lived or preached the Orthodox faith on the terri-
tory inhabited by Romanians: Holy Apostle
Andrew - the patron saint of Romania, Saint
Parascheva - protector of Moldavia, Saint
Dimitrie Basarabov - the protector of Bucharest,
the Blessed Voivode Saint Stephen the Great, the

Holy Martyrs Constantine Brancoveanu with his



Ceremonie religioasa oficiata de Arhiepiscopul
Nathaniel si un sobor de preoti/ Religious service
officiated by Archbishop Nathaniel and a group of
priests - mijlocul anilor ‘90/ mid 90s

Regele/King Mihai/Michael I, Regina/Queen Ana &
Principesa/Pricess Margareta - 1992

Parintele/Father Nicolae Zelea, Parintele
Paroh/Parish Priest Ioan Bunea, Parintele/Father
Dumitru Ichim, Parintele/Father Nicolae Marioncu

Poza de grup cu membrii parohiei/ Group picture with parish members -
mijlocul anilor ‘90/ mid 90s
In mijloc/In the middle: Dan Chirtu (Presedintele Consiliului Parohial
/President of the Parish Council), Parintele Paroh/Parish Priest loan Bunea
& Preoteasa Mihaela;

In fatd/in the front: Biietii de altar/ Altar boys Citilin & Ciprian Bunea

Instantaneu de la Sfanta Liturghie/ Slujbi de parastas oficiati de/ Memorial service officiated
Snapshop from the Holy Liturgy by Pirintele/Father Ioan Bunea & Pirintele/
Father Nicolae Zelea - mijlocul anilor ‘90/ mid 90s
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Instalarea mobilierului de lemn/ Installation of wooden
benches - 2001 Dan Chirtu, Parintele/Father Ioan Bunea,
Parintele/Father Paul Tomoioaga, Mihai Croitoru

Grup de voluntari la instalarea iconostasului/

Lucrari pentru executia pic- Volunteer group installing the iconostasis - 2001
turii icoanelor/ Execution of In spate/Back row: Ilie Puscas, Petre Dalea, Pirintele/Father
icon painting - 1997 - 1999 Ioan Bunea, loan Haba, Dan Chirtu
Sus/Above: Iconograful/icono- In fatd/front row: Tonel Gurau, Mihai Croitoru, Ciprian Bunea

grafer Nicolae Enachi &
Parintele/Father loan Bunea
Stanga/Lefi: Parintele/Father
Ioan Bunea

Dreapta/Right: Périntele/
Father Ioan Bunea & Ioan
Haba

Instalarea ferestrelor/ Window installation - 2005
Parintele/Father Ioan Bunea & Dumitru Borcan

Sfanta Liturghie/Divine Liturgy - decembrie/december 2001
Iconostasul partial instalat/ Iconostasis partially installed




Ianache, Sfantul Ioan cel Nou de la Suceava,
Sfantul Oprea Nicolae de la Saliste si Sfantul
Ierarh losif de la Partos.

Tot in aceastd perioadd s-au mai executat soleea
de granit, pardoseala din placi de portelan, lam-
briuri de granit si marmurd, lucrari al caror

design a fost conceput de Parintele loan Bunea.

Toate aceste lucrari au fost posibile prin suportul
financiar acordat de catre enoriasii si sustinatorii
acestei Biserici de-a lungul acestor ani. Périntele
loan Bunea nu numai ca a initiat multe dintre
aceste lucrdri, dar a si participat activ la execu-
tarea lor, prin munca voluntara, aldturi de mem-

brii familiei sale si de alti numerosi enoriasi.

2004, 18 iulie - Pentru intreaga activitate
desfasurata de-a lungul perioadei de cand fusese
instalat oficial ca preot paroh al Bisericii
“Sfantul Gheorghe”, activitate pusd in folosul
Bisericii lui Hristos si al comunitatii ortodoxe
romanesti din Toronto, Parintelui loan Bunea i se
conferd titlul de Preot Iconom Stavrofor -
Purtdtor de Cruce de catre Episcopia Ortodoxa

Romana de la Vatra Romaneasca.

2004, 25-26 septembrie - In aceste zile intreaga
comunitate ortodoxd romaneasca din Toronto a
imbricat straie de sdrbatoare, cu ocazia aniver-
sarii a 50 de ani de la intemeierea 1n acest oras a
primei comunitd{i romanesti, comunitatea
Bisericii Ortodoxe Roméane “Sfantul Gheorghe”,

consideratd pe drept cuvant “Biserica Mama” in

sons and counselor Ianache, Saint John the New
from Suceava, Saint Oprea Nicolae from Saliste

and Saint Hierarch Joseph of Partos.

During the same period of time, other renova-
tions were executed: granite and porcelain floor,
granite and marble wall panels, all designed by

Father Ioan Bunea.

All these renovations were possible through the
financial support granted by the parishioners and
supporters of this Church throughout these
years. Father loan Bunea not only initiated many
of these projects, but actively participated in
their execution through volunteer work among

his family members and many parishioners.

2004, July 18 - In recognition for all the activity
carried out since he was officially installed as the
parish priest of the Saint George Romanian
Church in Toronto, for the benefit of the Church
of Christ and the Romanian Orthodox communi-
ty in Toronto, Father loan Bunea is honoured
with the title of Very Reverend Father by the
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate at Vatra

Romaneasca.

2004, September 25-26 - During these days the
entire Romanian Orthodox community in
Toronto gathered to celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of the first Romanian community in this
city, the community of the Saint George
Romanian Orthodox Church, rightly considered
"the Mother Church" in Metro Toronto.
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Metro Toronto. Asadar, in anul 2004, in prezenta
Inalt Prea Sfintiei Sale Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel
de la Vatra Roméaneasca, a P.S. Episcop Irineu!,
comunitatea romaneasca din Toronto a aniversat
jumatate de secol de prezentd a ortodoxei roma-

nesti pe aceste meleaguri.

Programul religios al aniversdrii a debutat
sambatd seara, 25 septembrie, cu slujba de paras-
tas pentru membrii fondatori si sutinatori ai aces-
tei parohii, urmata de slujba de Vecernie, oficiata
de ierarhii Episcopiei Ortodoxe Roméne din

America aldturi de actualul Preot Paroh, Parin-

tele Ioan Bunea,

preoti format din Pr. Dumitru Ichim
(Kitchener), Pr. Mihai Cociu (Lon-
don), Pr. Ionel Cudritescu (Toronto),
Pr. Lucian Pugcariu (Hamilton), Pr. Toan °
Pop (Toronto), Pr. Viorel Tencaliuc (Toronto),
Pr. Daniel Zaharia (Toronto), Pr. Daniel
Postolache (Montreal). Asa dupd cum bine
spunea I.P.S. Nathaniel, in acea seard am asistat
la “rugiciune dupd rugiciune”, cici dupa slujba
Vecerniei a avut loc un concert de cantece reli-
gioase sustinut de trei corale romanesti din
Toronto: Corala “Armonia”, dirijatd de domnul
Augustin Medan, Corul “Agni Parthene”, con-
dus de domnul Nedi Gavriliu si Corul Bisericii
“Sfantul Gheorghe”, dirijat de domnul Doru
Deboveanu. Dupi acest concert, Sala “Dacia’ a
Bisericii a gédzduit o receptie cu bucate deli-

cioase pregatite de cétre Asociatia Doamnelor, a

Therefore, in 2004, in the presence of His
Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel from Vatra
Romaneasca Episcopate, of Bishop Irineu!, the
Romanian community in Toronto celebrated half
a century of Romanian Orthodox presence in

these lands.

The religious program of the anniversary began
on Saturday, September 25, with the remem-
brance service for the founding members and
benefactors of this parish, followed by the
Vespers service, oficiated by the hierarchs of the
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate in America sur-
rounded by the current Parish Priest,
| Father Ioan Bunea, the first Parish Priest,
Father Nicolae Zelea and a group of
7y clergy consisting of Fr. Dumitru

Ichim (Kitchener), Fr. Mihai Cociu
(London), Fr. John Cudritescu (Toronto),

” Fr. Lucian Puscariu (Hamilton), Fr. loan Pop

(Toronto), Fr. Viorel Tencaliuc (Toronto),
Fr. Daniel Postolache (Montreal). As H.E.
Nathaniel noted, we witnessed to a "prayer after
prayer", because after the celebration of Vespers
service a concert of religious songs was present-
ed by three Romanian Choirs from Toronto: the
"Armonia" Choir, directed by Mr. Augustin
Medan, "Agni Parthene" Choir, led by Mr. Nedi
Gavriliu and the Saint George Church Choir,
directed by Mr. Doru Deboveanu. After this con-
cert, the Dacia Hall of the Church hosted an
anniversary gathering featuring delicious dishes

prepared by the Ladies Association, presided by



carei presedintd era doamna Crenguta Dalea.

Duminica, 26 septembrie 2004, un numar impre-
sionant de credinciosi au luat parte la un moment
de Tnaltd trdire spirituald, si anume savarsirea
Sfintei Liturghii Arhieresti oficiata de I.P.S. Sa
Arhiepiescopul Nathaniel aldturi de acelasi
sobor de preoti. Festivitatile dedicate aniversarii
jubileului acestei parohii s-au Incheiat cu un

banchet organizat la Meridian Banquet Hall.

Alédturi de Ierarhii Episcopiei de la Vatra
Romaneasca si a preotilor (impreund cu sotiile
lor) prezenti la aceastd aniversare, printre
invitatii de onoare s-au numarat domnul Nicanor
Teculescu, Consulul General al Romaniei la
Toronto, domnul Cristian Matei, Consilier al
Ambasadei Romaniei de la Ottawa, domnul Ilie
Puscas, Consul Adjunct al Romaniei la Chicago
(si fost consul General al Romaniei la Toronto),
dar si domnul Alan Tonks, membru in
Parlamentul Federal al Canadei si domnul Tony
Ruprecht, membru in Parlamentul Provinciei

Ontario.

Printre participantii de onoare s-au numaérat si o
parte dintre membrii fondatori ai acestei parohii,
doamna Ana Stefinescu, familiile Toma (Tony)
Lupu, Constantin Roman, Stefan Ciotlos, Ilie
Dumitru, Petre Suba, alaturi de Parintele spiri-
tual al acestei comunitati, primul Preot Paroh,
Périntele Nicolae Zelea, impreund cu Preoteasa
Florica. Mesaje de felicitare au fost primite de la

Premierul de atunci al Guvernului Provincial

Mrs. Crenguta Dalea.

On Sunday, September 26, 2004, an impressive
number of believers took part at a great spiritual
service, namely the celebration of the Divine
Liturgy, officiated by His Eminence Archbishop
Nathaniel joined by the same group of priests.
The festivities dedicated to the jubilee anniver-
sary of this parish ended with a banquet held at
Meridian Banquet Hall.

Apart of the Hierarchs of the Episcopate at Vatra
Roméneasca and the priests (together with their
wives), there were other guests of honour parti-
cipating at the events organzied for this anniver-
sary: Mr. Nicanor Teculescu, General Consul of
Romania in Toronto, Mr. Cristian Matei,
Counselor of the Romanian Embassy in Ottawa,
Mr. Ilie Puscas, Deputy Consul of Romania in
Chicago (also former General Consul of
Romania in Toronto), Mr Alan Tonks, Member
of the Federal Parliament of Canada, and Mr
Tony Ruprecht, Member of the Provincial

Parliament of Ontario.

Among the honorary participants were also few
of the founding members of this parish, Mrs.
Ana Stefanescu, the families Toma (Tony) Lupu,
Constantin Roman, Stefan Ciotlos, Ilie Dumitru,
Petre Suba, together with the spiritual father of
this community, the first Parish Priest, Father
Nicolae Zelea, and Preoteasa Florica. Congra-
tulatory messages were also received from Mr.

Dalton McGuinty, Premier of Provincial Ontario
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Arhiepiscopul/Archbishop Nathaniel
la a 50 a aniversare a parohiei/
at the 50th parish anniversary -
25/26 septembrie/september 2004

Consiliul Parohial 1a a 50 a amversare/ Parish Counc1l at the 50th anniversary - 2004
In picioare/standing at the back: Dan Chirtu (Presedinte Consiliu Parohial/ President
Parish Council), Radu Datcu, Aneta Tomescu, Doru Deboveanu, Crenguta Dalea
(Presedinte Asociatia Doamnelor/ President of Ladies Association), Lacramioara Haba,
Grigorita Nema, Cristian Zamrii, Sofica Cirisanu; Pe scaune/Sitting: Florin Cilin,
Constantin Roman, George lonescu-Balaceanu, Parintele Paroh/Parish Priest loan
Bunea, Nicolae Calnicean, George Nicola (Presedinte Asociatia Seniorilor/ President
Seniors’ Association), Virgil Nema, Petre Dalea, Ioan Haba.

Llpse,ste/Mzsszng from picture: Tonel Gurau

Corul/Choir “Agni Parthene” -
25/26 septembrie/september 2004
Dirijor/Conductor: Nedi Gavriliu

Corul Bisericii la a 50 a aniversare a parohiei/

Church Choir at the 50th parish anniversary -
Cantorii Bisericii/ 25/26 septembrie/september 2004
Church Cantors Dirijor/conductor: Doru Deboveanu

' (Sergiu Solomon &
Ion Vasile) alaturi de/
next to Parintele/
Father Ioan Bunea -
2004

Corala/Choir “Armonia”
- 25/26 septembrie/| ! 7
september 2004}
Dirijor/conductor: [§
Augustin Medan




Ontario, domnul Dalton McGuinty, si de la

Primarul oragului Toronto, domnul David Miller.

Cu ocazia aniversdrii a 50 de ani de existenta a
parohiei ortodoxe romane “Sfantul Gheorghe”
din Toronto, Consiliul Parohial a aprobat
lansarea primei editii a Albumului Aniversar,
redactat de familia Eliza si Cristian Zamrii, sub

indrumarea Parintelui Ioan Bunea.

2004-2013 - Ca parte integrantd a manifestarilor
organizate in 2004 cu ocazia sdrbatoririi jubileu-
lui primei comunitdti roménesti din Toronto, la
initiativa Parintelui loan Bunea, Consiliul
Parohial al Bisericii a organizat la data de 25
septembrie 2004 festivalul “Sdrbdtoarea Romd-
nilor din Toronto”. Locatia aleasa a fost bine
cunoscuta piatd publicd din centrul orasului
Toronto, Dundas Square. Acest festival a
reprezentat prima manifestare de acest gen orga-
nizatd intr-o piatd publicd din Canada de catre
comunitatea roméneasca si a treia de pe conti-
nentul nord-american, dupa orasele Chicago si
New-York din S.U.A. Ziarele romanesti din
Toronto consemnau la acea vreme: “Foarte
mulfi au cochetat cu idea de a organiza primul
Festival al Romanilor din Toronto. Dar proble-
ma mare a fost intotdeauna cine va avea curajul
si tenacitatea necesard sd inceapd acest lucru si
sd-l ducd la bun sfarsit. latd, Biserica “Sfantul
Gheorghe” a sdarbdtorit 50 de ani de existentd
printr-o manifestare grandioasd. Ceea ce a

reusit o mdand de oameni voluntari este de-a

Government at that time and Mr. David Miller,

the Mayor of Toronto.

On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the
Saint George Romanian Orthodox Parish in
Toronto, the Parish Council approved the launch
of the first edition of the Anniversary Album,
edited by the Eliza and Cristian Zamrii family,

under the guidance of Father loan Bunea.

2004-2013 - As an integral part of the events
organized in 2004 on the occasion of the jubilee
celebration of the first Romanian community in
Toronto, at the initiative of Father Ioan Bunea,
the Parish Council organized on September 25,
2004, the Romanian Festival in Toronto. This
event was hosted by the well-known public
square in downtown Toronto, Dundas Square.
This festival was the first event of its kind to be
organized in a Canadian public area by the
Romanian community established on the North
American continent, after Chicago and New
York in the U.S.A. The Romanian newspapers
in Toronto recorded at the time: "Many people
entertained the idea of organizing the first
Festival of Romanians in Toronto. But the main
question was always who will have the courage
and the necessary tenacity to take the lead, plan
it and carry it out to final delivery to the
Canadian-Romanian audience. Today, the Saint
George Church celebrated 50 years of existence
through a grandiose manifestation. What a small

group of volunteers has been able to do is just
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dreptul FENOMENAL! Acolo,

Square, au fost vdrsate lacrimi de bucurie, s-a

in Dundas

cdantat si s-a dansat intr-un vartej care a cuprins
in horele romdnesti si trecdtori de toate nationa-

litatile” (Faptu’ Divers, 29 septembrie 2004).

Ca urmare a succesului din 2004, acest festival a
devenit o manifestare anuald. Evenimentul non-
profit (intrare gratuitd) a avut ca scop prezen-
tarea traditiilor si obiceiurilor stramosesti, a
religiei si culturii romanesti, a muzicii §i
dansurilor populare tradifionale, precum si a
preparatelor culinare specifice bucatiriei roma-
nesti, in contextul diversitdtii etnice si a mul-
ticulturalismului canadian. De altfel, deviza
acestei manifestari a fost “Unitate in
Diversitate” ce caracterizeaza i uni-
tatea crestin ortodocsilor de pretutin-
deni. “Sdrbdtoarea Romdnilor din
Toronto”, a fost organizata timp de 10 ani
de parohia “Sfantul Gheorghe” la mijlocul
lunii septembrie, ultima editie fiind din pacate
cea din anul 2013.

gazduite de Dundas Square, celelalte sapte editii

Primele 3 editii au fost

fiind organizate intr-o altd piatd publica, Mel
Lastman Square, doveditd a fi mult mai
incédpdtoare pentru miile de participanti la acest

festival 1n aer liber.

Echipa care a coordonat an de an organizarea
acestui festival a fost compusé in principal din
Parintele loan Bunea, Cristian Zamrii si Doru

Deboveanu (care au fost i prezentatori), Viorica

PHENOMENAL! There, in Dundas Square,
tears of joy were born, lots of people sang, and
joined their hands in the traditional Romanian

dances including non-Romanian people present

there.” (Faptu’ Divers, September 29, 2004).

As a result of the 2004 success, this festival has
become an annual event. The non-profit event
(free entry) aimed to present the Romanian tradi-
tions and customs, the Romanian culture and
religion, traditional music and folk dances , as
well as the specific dishes of Romanian cuisine,

in the context of the ethnic diversity and

A\ Canadian multiculturalism. In fact, the motto

of this

Diversity", which characterizes the unity

manifestation was "Unity in
of the Orthodox Christians everywhere
in this world. Romanian Festival in
N . .

// Toronto was organized for 10 consecutive

! years by the Saint George Parish in mid-

7 2013. The first 3 editions of the Romanian

Festival in Toronto, were hosted by Dundas
Square, the other seven editions being organized
in another public area, Mel Lastman Square,
proven to be much more appropriate to host the
thousands of participants who attended this out-

doors festival.

The team that coordinated this festival year by
year was composed mainly of Father Ioan
Bunea, Cristian Zamrii and Doru Deboveanu

(who were also MCs), Viorica Coza, loan Haba,



Coza, loan Haba, si Petre Dalea, aldturi de spon-
sorul principal, Dr. Anca Jivan. Numerosi alti
sponsori si voluntari au ajutat la desfasurarea
acestui festival; totusi dorim sa amintim aici
firmele i asociatiile romanesti care au participat
anual cu standuri proprii: magazinele romanesti
ABC Euro Delicatessen, IMCA Euro Food
Catering, Bucharest Deli, Aprozar Fruit and
Vegetables Market, Europa Deli & Bakery,
European Sausage House, Floraria Mona Co.
Flowers, Asociatia Culturald “Dacia”, Asociatia
Culturald “Nae Ionescu” de la Campul Roma-
nesc Hamilton, Clubul Studentilor Romani de la
University of Toronto si Ryerson University,
Romanian Business Network Society (RBNS),
producitorul de miere de albine loan Alecu,
iconograful Doru Cioatd, dar si partenerii media
“Acasa”, “Agenda

(ziarele “Observatorul”,

Romdneasca”, emisiunea TV “Noi Romanii”).

2005, 23-24 iulie - Cu ocazia aniversarii a 25 de
ani de arhierie a Inalt Preasfintiei Sale
Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel de la Episcopia
Ortodoxa Romand de la Vatra Romaneasca
(apartinand de Biserica Ortodoxd din America),
parohia “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto a avut
onoarea de a gdzdui un eveniment aniversar
deosebit. Programul religios a inclus Slujba
Vecerniei in 23 iulie, precum si savarsirea Sfintei
Liturghii Arhieresti In duminica din 24 iulie ofi-
ciatd de I.P.S. Sa Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel alituri
de IPS. Sa

(Arhiepiscopia Ortodoxa Romana din America,

Arhiepiscopul ~ Nicolae

and Petre Dalea, together with the main sponsor
of the festival, Dr. Anca Jivan. Numerous other
sponsors and volunteers helped this festival to
take place; however we want to recall here
Romanian businesses and associations that have
participated annually with their own booths:
ABC Euro Delicatessen, IMCA Euro Food
Catering, Bucharest Deli, Aprozar Fruit and
Vegetables Market, Europe Deli & Bakery,
European Sausage House, Mona Co. Flowers,
Cultural Association "Dacia", "Nae lonescu"
Cultural Association from Hamilton, Romanian
Student Club from University of Toronto and
Ryerson University, Romanian Business
Network Society (RBNS), the bee honey produ-
cer loan Alecu, the iconographer Doru Cioata,
but also the media partners (Observatorul”,
“Acasd”, “Agenda Romaneascd”, TV show “Noi

Romdnii”).

2005, July 23-24 - On the occasion of the 25th
Hierarchical anniversary of His Eminence
Archbishop Nathaniel of the
Orthodox Episcopate at Vatra Romaneascd

(under the Orthodox Church in America), the

Romanian

Saint George Parish in Toronto had the honor of
organzing and hosting a special anniversary
event. The religious program included the
Vespers Service (July 23), as well as the celebra-
tion of the Divine Liturgy at the Sunday, July 24,
oficiated by H.E. Archbishop Nathaniel along
with H.E. Archbishop Nicolae (Romanian

Orthodox Archdiocese in America, subordonated
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Cristian Zamrii - Sarbatoarea Romanilor/ Corul Bisericii/ Church Choir - Sirbatoarea Romanilor/Romanian Festival - 2008
Romanian Festival - 2010 Dirijoare/Conductor: Andreea Coza

\ Doru

) Deboveanu -
B Sarbatoarea
Romanilor/
Romanian

Festival -
2009

SARBATOARE/
ROMANILOR

b ) ! -
Sarbitoarea Romanilor/ Romanian Festival - 2006

Parintele/Father loan Bunea (mijloc/middle),
Mr. Nicanor Teculescu & Mr. David Miller (stanga/left),
Mr. Alan Tonks (dreapta/right)

Grupul/Ensemble “Voinicii” - Sarbatoarea Roméanilor/ Romanian Festival - 2004
Conducitor/Leader: Doru Deboveanu

Sarbatoarea |
Roménilor/ [
Romanian
Festival - 2008 3
Parintele/Father |
loan Bunea &
Florin Séldjan
(conducitorul
grupului/ leader
of the ensemble
“Hora”
Montreal)




apartinind de Patriarhia Roménd), P.S. Sa
Episcopul Irineu!, si de un sobor de preoti com-
pus din Parintele Paroh loan Bunea, Pr. Nicolae
Zelea, Pr. Dumitru Ichim (Kitchener), Pr. Mihai
Cociu (London), Pr. Ionel Cudritescu (Toronto),
Pr. Toan Pop (Toronto), Pr. Viorel Tencaliuc
(Toronto), Pr. Daniel Zaharia (Toronto), Pr.
Gheorghe Tiu (Missisauga).

Evenimentul a avut o semnificatie deosebitd
avand in vedere ca pentru prima data intr-o bise-
ricd romaneascd din Canada, arhiereii ambelor
episcopii ortodoxe romanesti din America de
Nord au sluyjit impreuna la Altarul Bisericii
“Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto. Banchetul fes-
tiv s-a organizat la Meridian Banquet Hall. A
fost prezent si domnul Nicanor Teculescu,
Consulul General al Romaniei la Toronto la acea

vreme.

2005-2007 - In anul 2004, conform viziunii arhi-
tecturala a Parintelui loan Bunea, s-a definitivat
proiectul de extindere a cladirii Bisericii in
partile de nord si vest. Executarea acestor lucrari
s-a realizat intre anii 2005 si 2007. Au fost ani de
munci intensd, efort uman, dar si financiar. Cu
ajutorul Celui de Sus, membrii parohiei au reusit
sd treacd peste toate greutdtile si astfel, si aceasta

lucrare a fost finalizatd si achitata integral.

Imaginea exterioara a Bisericii a fost imbu-
natatitd printr-o noud fatada a intrarii din partea
de nord, dar si prin ridicarea a 3 turle executate

in stil ortodox traditional, deasupra acestei

to the Romanian Patriarchate), Bishop Irineu!,
and a priestly assembly composed of the Parish
Priest Father Ioan Bunea, Fr. NicolaeZelea, Fr.
Dumitru Ichim (Kitchener), Fr. Mihai Cociu
(London), Fr. Ionel Cudritescu (Toronto), Fr.
loan Pop (Toronto), Fr. Viorel Tencaliuc
(Toronto), Fr. Daniel Zaharia (Toronto), Fr.
Gheorghe Tiu (Missisauga).

The event had a special significance given that,
for the first time in a Romanian Church in
Canada, the Bishops of both Romanian
Orthodox dioceses in North America served
together at the Altar of Saint George Church in
Toronto. Following the religious service a festive
banquet was held at the Meridian Banquet Hall.
Mr. Nicanor Teculescu, the General Consul of
Romania in Toronto, was also present at this

event.

2005-2007 - In 2004, according to the architec-
tural vision of Father loan Bunea, the plan for
the extension of the church building on the North
and West sides was completed. The execution
took place between 2005 and 2007. There were
years of intense labour, and financial burden.
With God’s help, the parish members managed
to overcome all difficulties and thus, this great

project was completed and been fully paid.

The external image of the Church was enhanced
with a new entrance from the North side but also
by the rise of three towers executed in the tradi-

tional orthodox style, above this entrance. A new
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Consiliul Parohial/ Parish Council - 2005

In spate/back row: George lonescu-Biliceanu,
Radu Datcu, Doru Deboveanu, Viorica Coza,
Denis Maftei;

In mijloc/middle row: Cristian Zamrii, Aneta
Tomescu, Petre Dalea, Sofica Cirisanu, Ionut
Mirel,;

In fatd/front row: Virgil Coza, Nicolae
Calnicean (Presedinte Asociatia Seniorilor/
President Seniors’ Association), Crenguta
Dalea (Presedinte Asociatia Doamnelor/
President of Ladies Association), Parintele

| Paroh/Parish Priest Ioan Bunea, loan Haba
(Presedinte Consiliu Parohial/ President

| Parish Council), Virgil Nema
Lipseste/Missing from picture. lonel Gurau

iulie/july 2005, octombrie/october 2005 & mai/may 2007

in timpul lucrarilor de extindere a cladirii dupi instalarea turlelor/ During the execution for building extension after the installation
of the towers - 2007 loan Haba (stdnga/lefi) & Parintele/Father loan Bunea (dreapta/right)




intrdri. De asemenea, s-a montat si o noud usa la
intrarea principala a Bisericii, frumos executata
in lemn masiv de stejar de mesterul Alex Szabo
din Toronto. In interior, s-au creat noi spatii afe-
rente (frumos decorate cu icoane donate de
fondatorii parohiei), s-au renovat si extins scarile
interioare, dar si punctele sanitare, si s-a instalat
un lift modern pentru a veni in ajutorul senio-

rilor, a celor bolnavi sau a celor cu copii mici.

In partea de vest, intrarea in clddirea Bisericii a
fost imbunatatitd prin construirea unui vestibul
incapdtor, montarea unei rampe pentru accesul
persoanelor cu handicap locomotor (in “wheel-
chair”), dar si prin instalarea usilor interioare

citre Sala “Dacia” executate din lemn de stejar .

In aceeasi perioadi a fost instalati Sfinta Masi
si mobilierul din altar realizate in lemn sculptat
de George Ionescu-Baliceanu si Alex Szabo din
Toronto. Interiorul Bisericii a fost completat prin
montarea a 10 ferestre interioare executate in
lemn de stejar de aceeasi echipd de sculptori din

Roménia, condusa de inginerul Mihai Croitoriu.

2007, 20-22 martie - La recomandarea Inalt
Preasfintiei Sale Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel de la
Episcopia Ortodoxd Romana din America de la
Vatra Romaneascad, Sinodul Bisericii Ortodoxe
din America a acordat Parintelui Paroh loan
Bunea al Bisericii Ortodoxe Roméne “Sféantul
Gheorghe’ din Toronto, rangul de Protopresbiter

(Protopop Onorific).

main door was also installed at the North main
entrance of the church, beautifully executed in
massive oak wood by Alex Szabo from Toronto.
Inside the building, new spaces have been crea-
ted (beautifully decorated with icons donated by
the founders of the parish), the interior staircases
and washrooms have been renovated and a mo-
dern elevator was also installed to help the elder-

ly, the sick or people with small children.

On the West side, the entrance to the Church was
improved by the addition of a large vestibule, a
ramp for the access of people with motion dis-
ability (in wheelchair) , but also by installing the
interior doors to Dacia Hall executed in massive

oak wood.

In the same period, the Altar Table and Altar fur-
niture made of carved wood were executed by
George lonescu-Balaceanu si Alex Szabo from
Toronto. The interior of the church was complet-
ed by the installation of 10 windows executed in
oak wood by the same team of sculptors from

Romania, led by the engineer Mihai Croitoriu.

2007, March 20-22 - At the recommendation of
His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel of the
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America
from Vatra Romaneascd, the Synod of the
Orthodox Church of America granted to Parish
Priest [oan Bunea of the Saint George Romanian
Orthodox Church of Toronto, the rank of
Archpriest.
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2007, 19 septembrie - In seara acestei zile,
Preacucernicul Parinte Nicolae Zelea, primul
Preot Paroh al Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe™ din
Toronto (in perioada 1954 - 1981) a adormit
intru Domnul in liniste sufleteascd si modestie,
virtuti care au pus amprenta pe intreaga sa viatd
de slujire la altarul Bisericii lui Hristos. Mutarea
la Domnul a Périntelui Nicolae Zelea a indurerat
intreaga comunitate romaneascd din Canada si
nu numai. Dar 1n acelasi timp, ne-a ldsat si o
amintire frumoasa a unei epoci de staruintd in
dreapta credinfa crestin ortodoxa a romanilor ce
s-au stabilit pe aceste meleaguri

nord-americane.

Alaturi de un numar mare de credin-
ciosi, Parintele Nicolae Zelea a fost
condus pe ultimul drum si de I.P.S.
Sa Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel de la
Vatra Romaneasca, aldturi de un

sobor de preoti compus din Parintele

Liviu

Paroh JIoan Bunea, Pr. Lucian
Alexandrescu si Pr. Adrian Manea (Montreal),
Pr. Mircea Daniel Banu (Ottawa), Pr. Ionel
Cudritescu (Toronto), Pr. Mihai Cociu (London),
Pr. Dumitru Ichim (Kitchener), Pr. Michael Lupu
(Calgary), Pr. Lucian Puscariu (Hamilton).
Inmorméntarea a avut loc la cimitirul Glen Oaks

din orasul Oakville, Ontario.

2010, 12 septembrie - La aceasta data, parohia
“Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto a primit din

partea Episcopiei de la Vatra Roméneascd racla

2007, September 19 - Sadly, in the evening of
this day, Father Nicolae Zelea, first Parish Priest
of the Saint George Romanian Orthodox Church
in Toronto (1954 - 1981), fell asleep in our Lord,
in peace and modesty, virtues that charactized
his entire life of serving at the altar of the Church
of Christ. The loss of Father Nicolae Zelea has
put into mourning the entire Romanian Orthodox
community from Canada and beyond. But, at the
same time, it left us a beautiful memory of an
epoch of righteousness and persistance in the
Orthodox Christian faith for the Romanians who

settled on these North American

lands.

| Along with a large number of believ-
ers, Father Nicolae Zelea was led on
his last path by H.E. Archbishop
Nathaniel of Vatra Romaéaneasca,
together with a assembly of priests
composed of Parish Priest loan
Bunea, Fr. Lucian Liviu Alexandrescu and Fr.
Adrian Manea (Montreal), Fr. Mircea Daniel
Banu (Ottawa), Fr. Ionel Cudritescu (Toronto),
Fr. Mihai Cociu (London), Fr. Dumitru Ichim
(Kitchener), Fr. Michael Lupu (Calgary), Fr.
Lucian Puscariu (Hamilton). The burial took
place at the Glen Oaks cemetery in Oakville,

Ontario.

2010, September 12 - On this date, the Saint
George Parish in Toronto received from the

Episcopate of Vatra Roméaneascd a decorated



cu Sfinte Moaste a 4 mari Sfinti praznuifi de
Biserica Ortodoxa: Sfantul Mare Mucenic
Gheorghe, Purtitorul de Biruintd - Patronul
Bisericii, Sfantul Ierarh Ioan Gura de Aur -
Arhiepiscopul Constantinopolului, Sfantul Mare
Mucenic si Tamaduitor Pantelimon, Sfantul
lerarh Nectarie Taumaturgul (vindecdtorul de
cancer). Incepand cu anul 2010, racla a fost
agezata in interiorul Bisericii, toti credinciosii
avand posibilitatea sd ingenuncheze si sd se

roage la Moagstele Sfintilor.

2011-2013 - Incepand cu anul scolar 2011-2012,
cu suportul Parintelui loan Bunea si al Preoteasei
Mihaela (Directoarea Scolii Duminicale) s-a
infiintat o clasd noud dedicatd tinerilor ado-
lescenti cu varstele intre 11 si 18 ani. Programul
educativ-religios sdptamanal al acestei clase a
fost incredintat domnului Cristian Zamrii (la
acea datd student la Facultatea de Teologie).
Prima initiativd imbréatisata cu mult entuziasm de
acesti tineri a fost reluarea traditiei colindatului
pe la casele enoriasilor parohiei in ziua Ajunului
Craciunului, activitate care continuad si in prezent

sub coordonarea sotilor Eliza si Cristian Zamrii.

In anul 2013, dupi 23 de ani activitate neintre-
ruptd, duminicd de duminicd, pentru mentinerea
vie a limbii romane si a credintei crestin orto-
doxe in randul copiilor din parohia noastra,
Preoteasa Mihaela Bunea decide sa se retragd de
la coordonarea Scolii Duminicale infiintata chiar

de domnia sa in anul 1990. Doamna Eliza

religious box containing relics of four great
Orthodox saints: Holy Great Martyr and Victory
Bearer Saint George, the Church Patron Saint,
the Holy Hierarch Saint John Chrysostom -
Archbishop of Constantinople, the Holy Great
Martyr and Healer Saint Panteleimon, Holy
Hierarch Saint Nectarius the Taumaturg (the can-
cer healer). Starting 2010, the relics box has
been placed inside the Church, all believers hav-
ing the opportunity to kneel and pray in front of

these relics.

2011-2013 - Starting with the 2011-2012 school
year, with the support of Father loan Bunea and
Preoteasa Mihaela (the Sunday School Principal)
a new class dedicated to young adolescents with
ages between 11 and 18 years was established.
The educational and religious program of this
class was entrusted to Mr. Cristian Zamrii (at
that time a student at the Faculty of Theology).
The first initiative embraced with enthusiasm by
the youth students was the resumption of the
caloring tradition on Christmas Eve, which con-
tinued to present under the coordination of Eliza

and Cristian Zamrii.

In 2013, after 23 years of uninterrupted activity
at Sunday School, to maintain the Romanian lan-
guage and Orthodox Christian faith for the chil-
dren of our parish, Preoteasa Mihaela Bunea
decides to withdraw from the coordination of the
Sunday School founded by herself in 1990.

Mrs. Eliza Ghinea-Zamrii was appointed to
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Scoala Duminicala -

Clasa elevilor mici/
Children class - 2009 [=+7%
In spate/at the back: |

Preoteasa Mihaela |
Bunea (profesoara si
directoare 1990-2013/ §
teacher and school

. 5 I % A\
Scoala Duminicala - Clasa adolescentilor/
Teens’ class - 2018

In spate/at the back: Cristian Zamrii (profesor si Profesoare Scoala

actualul director/ teacher & current school principal) Duminicali/ Sunday
School Teachers:

Cristina Pora-Balaceanu |
& Preoteasa Mihaela |

- ey A =
Primii absolventi ai Scolii Duminicale/
First Sunday School graduants
Sus/Above: Andrei lorga (2016) & Mara Boldis (2019)
Jos/Below: Ana-Maria Zamrii (2018), Edward

Bangala (2016) & Maria Mihu (2019) Profesori ai Scolii Duminicale/ Sunday School Teachers
p T Sus/Above: Cristian Zamrii, Anca Popa, Preoteasa Mihacla Bunea, Parintele/
Father Ioan Bunea, Eliza Ghinea-Zamrii, Cristina Teoderascu, Alina Pétra - 2015
Jos/Below: Parintele/Father loan Bunea, Mos Craciun/Father Christmas,

Alina Patra, Melania Puscas, Eliza Ghinea-Zamrii, Cristian Zamrii - 2018




Ghinea-Zamrii a fost desemnata sd coordoneze
activitatea Scolii in anul scolar 2013-2014. O
datd cu absolvirea cursurilor teologice de mas-
terat (Master in Theological Studies), domnul
Cristian Zamrii este numit Director al Scolii

Duminicale incepand cu anul 2015.

Din anul 2013, Scoala Duminicald a beneficiat si
de o noud sala de clasd amenajata in extinderea
partii de nord a cladirii finalizata in anul 2008.
Astfel, misiunea educativ-religioasa a continuat
cu succes pentru toti copiii (4-10 ani) si tinerii
(11-18 ani) din parohia noastrd. Prin daruirea si
efortul Indrumatorilor voluntari ai acestei scoli
din ultima perioadd (doamnele Eliza Ghinea
Zamrii, Cristina Teoderascu, Alina Pitra,
Melania Puscas, Anca Popa si domnul Cristian
Zamrii) cursurile ambelor clase s-au desfasurat
fara intrerupere, iar activitdtile organizate s-au
diversificat. Pe langd traditionala serbare de
Créaciun, Incepand cu anul 2014 se desfisoara
Serbarea de sfarsit de an scolar (in luna iunie),
iar din anul 2017 se organizeazd si “Gala
Madrtisorului” (un talent show oferit in prima
duminicd a lunii martie). De asemenea, elevii
Scolii Duminicale participa cu scurte programe
poetice si corale si la alte activitdti organizate de
comunitatea noastrd pe parcursul anului. La
sfarsitul fiecdrui an scolar, pe langd premierea
tuturor elevilor Scolii Duminicale, sunt
sarbatorifi si absolventii din acel an (tinerii care
au implinit 18 ani); primii absolventi au fost:

Edward Bangala si Andrei lorga (2016), Ana-

coordinate the activity of the school starting with
the 2013- 2014 school year. After graduating the
Faculty of Theology with a Master's Degree in
Theological Studies, Mr. Cristian Zamrii is
appointed as Principal of Sunday School starting
in 2015..

Starting in 2013, Sunday School has benefited
from a new classroom located in the extension of
the North part of the building built in 2008.
Thus, the educational and religious mission con-
tinued successfully for all children (4-10 years)
and youth (11-18 years old) from our parish.
Thanks to the effort of the volunteer teachers for
this school (Eliza Ghinea Zamrii, Cristina
Teoderascu, Alina Pitra, Melania Pugcas, Anca
Popa and Cristian Zamrii) classes for both stu-
dent groups were conducted without interruption
and the organized activities presented by them
got diversified. Apart of the traditional
Christmas concert, starting in 2014, a School
Year-End concert has been organized in the
month of June, while starting in 2017 the
“Martisor” Gala has also been established (a tal-
ent show on the first Sunday of March). In addi-
tion, Sunday school students participate with
short poetic and choral programs within other
events organized by our community throughout
the calendar year. At the end of each school year,
upon the award ceremony for all students of the
Sunday School, the Sunday School graduates of
that year (the 18 years old students) are celebrat-

ed; the first graduates were: Edward Bangala and

55



56

Maria Zamrii (2018), Mara Boldis si Maria
Mihu (2019).

2013 - In acest an, tot in extinderea partii de nord
a cladirii, terminatd n anul 2008, si-a Inceput
activitatea si un mic magazin de cérti si obiecte
religioase. Pe langd Biblii, Psaltiri, carti de
rugaciuni si scrieri teologice, cei ce doresc pot
procura si frumoase icoane realizate de cdtre
calugdrii roméni din manastirile de la Muntele
Athos (Grecia). Cu mult suflet si daruire, domnii
Titu Blaga si Gheorghe Teoderascu se
ocupa de administrarea acestui magazin,
adevaratd oaza de ortodoxie pentru toti
credinciosii ce intra in Biserica “Sfantul

Gheorghe” din Toronto.

2014, 20-21 septembrie - In aceste zile
Biserica Ortodoxa Romana “Sfantul
Gheorghe” din Toronto a organizat
aniversarea a 60 de ani de existenta.
Evenimentul a fost de mare importanta
caci, dupd multi ani de efort uman si
material depus de enoriagii acestei parohii, sub
pastorirea Parintelui loan Bunea, pentru infru-
musetarea acestui adevidrat licas al Domnului
nostru lisus Hristos, venise timpul pentru o re-

sfintire a cladirii Bisericii.

Astfel, In dupa amiaza zilei de 20 septembrie, au
sosit pentru oficierea acestei ceremonii, urmata
de Slujba Vecerniei, inalti oaspeti de la
Episcopia de la Vatra Romaneasci: Inalt Prea-

sfintia Sa Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel insotit de P.S.

Andrei lorga (2016), Ana-Maria Zamrii (2018),
Mara Boldis and Maria Mihu (2019).

2013 - During this year, in the new space created
in the North part of the building, completed in
2008, a small shop of religious books and reli-
gious objects was established. Among Holy
Bibles, psalteries, prayer books and theological
writings, believers can obtain beautiful icons
made by Romanian monks from the monasteries
at Mount Athos (Greece). Titu Blaga and
Gheorghe Teoderascu, with passion and
faith, manage the administration of this
shop, a true oasis of orthodoxy for all the
faithful who enter the Saint George

Romanian Church in Toronto.

2014, September 20-21 - During these
days the Saint George Romanian
Orthodox Church in Toronto celebrated
the 60th anniversary of its existence. The
event was of great importance because,
after many years of human and financial
effort carried by the parishioners of this Church
under the patronage of Father loan Bunea, for
the enhancement of this authentic House of God,
it was time for a re-consecration of the church

building.

Thus, in the afternoon of September 20th, His
Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel, Bishop Irineu!,
Father Dan Hoarste, and Father David Oancea,
as honour guests invited from the Romanian

Orthodox Episcopate of Vatra Romaneasca



Consiliul Parohial l1a a 60 a aniversare/
Parish Council at the 60th anniversary - 2014
In spate/back row: Dumitru Doncev, Ionel
Gurau, Gheorghe Teoderascu, Marius Bangala,
Cristian Zamrii;

In mijloc/middle row: Titu Blaga, Mariana
Blaga, Eliza Ghinea-Zamrii, Iustin Costinescu,
Aurica Costinescu, Anton Petrescu;

In fatd/front row: Constantin Cara, Petre
Dalea, Ioan Haba (Presedinte Consiliu
Parohial/ President Parish Council), Parintele
Paroh/Parish Priest loan Bunea, Giorgeta

| Petrescu (Presedinte Asociatia Doamnelor/
President of Ladies’ Association), Cristian

| Mates

| Lipseste/Missing from picture: Virgil Nema
(Presedinte Asociatia Seniorilor/ President
Seniors’ Association)

i . :
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A 60 a aniversare a parohiei/ The 60th parish anniversary - A 60 a aniversare a parohiei/ The 60th parish anniversary -

20/21 septembrie/september 2014 20/21 septembrie/september 2014
Elevii Scolii Duminicale intdmpinand lerarhii/ Sunday I.PS. Sa Arhiepiscopul /His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel
School students welcoming the visiting Bishops Resfintirea Bisericii/ Blessing the Church building

Corul Bisericii la a 60 a aniversare a parohiei/ Church Choir at the
60th parish anniversary - 20/21 septembrie/september 2014
Dirijoare/Conductor: Aurica Costinescu

A 60 a aniversare a parohiei/ The 60th parish anniversary -
20/21 septembrie/september 2014

Elevii Scolii Duminicale prezentdnd un program aniversar/
Sunday School students presenting an anniversary program
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Sa Episcopul Irineu!, Pédrintele Vicar Dan
Hoarste si Parintele Vicar David Oancea.
Inaltilor oaspeti si Parintelui Paroh Ioan Bunea,
li s-au aldturat si un sobor de preoti format din:
Pr. Dumitru Ichim (Kitchener), Pr, Ionel
Cudritescu (Toronto), Pr. Antonel Dumitru si Pr.
Stefan Morariu (Aurora), Pr. Ciprian Pasca
(Thornhill), Pr. Cornel Sarjitd (Niagara), Pr.
Viorel Tencaliuc (Toronto), Pr. Vasile Aileni
(Toronto), Pr. loan Rédulescu (Stoney Creek),
Pr. Diacon Dan Chirtu. Dupa programul religios
de sambata seara, Consiliul Parohial (al carui
presedinte era domnul loan Haba), in colaborare
cu Asociatia Doamnelor (presedinta doamna
Georgeta Petrescu), a organizat in sala
“Dacia” o masa de obste pentru toti
cei prezenti, oaspeti si enoriagi. Cu
aceastd ocazie, o parte dintre elevii
Scolii Duminicale, indrumati de domnul #
Cristian Zamrii, au prezentat un program
aniversar alcdtuit din poezii §i pricesne

romanesti.

Duminica, 21 septembrie, multi credinciosi au
participat la Sfanta Liturghie Arhiereascd ofici-
ati de 1.P.S. Sa Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel alituri
de un sobor de preoti. Masa festiva organizatd cu
ocazia aniversarii a 60 de ani de existentd a aces-
tei parohii a fost gazduitd de Meridian Banquet
Hall.

inaltilor oaspeti de la Episcopia de la Vatra, au

La acest eveniment, pe langa prezenta

participat si doamna Antonela Marinescu,

Consul General al Romaniei la Toronto, precum

arrived for this religious celebration, followed
by the Service of Vespers. The guests of honour
were accompanied by the Parish Priest loan
Bunea and a group of priests consisting of: Fr.
Dumitru Ichim (Kitchener), Fr. Ionel Cudritescu
(Toronto), Fr. Antonel Dumitru and Fr. Stefan
Morariu (Aurora), Fr. Ciprian Pagca (Thornhill),
Fr. Cornel Sarjita (Niagara), Fr. Viorel Tencaliuc
(Toronto), Fr. Vasile Aileni (Toronto), Fr. Ioan
Rédulescu (Stoney Creek), Fr. Deacon Dan
Chirtu. After the religious program on Saturday
evening, the Parish Council (whose president
was Mr. loan Haba), in collaboration with the
Ladies’ Association (President - Mrs. Georgeta

¥ Petrescu), organized in the Dacia Hall a
gathering for all people who participat-
ed, guests and parishioners. On this
occasion, some of the students of the

Sunday School, coordinated by Mr.

” Cristian Zamrii, presented an anniversary pro-

gram consisting of Romanian poems and reli-

gious songs.

On Sunday, September 21st, many believers
attended the Divine Liturgy service officiated by
His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel joined by
an assembly of priests from Toronto. The festive
banquet organized on the occasion of the 60th
anniversary of this parish was hosted by the
Meridian Banquet Hall. Present at this event
were the guests from the Romanian Episcopate
at Vatra Romaneascd but also Mrs. Antonela

Marinescu, the General Consul of Romania in



si domnul Corneliu Chisu, membru al
Parlamentului Federal de la Ottawa, care a
adresat felicitari si din partea Primului Ministru

al Canadei de atunci, domnul Stephen Harper.

2018 - Incepand din luna februarie, la initiativa
Parintelui Ioan Bunea, tinerii de la Scoala
Duminicald (sustinufi si de parinti) au reluat
traditia dansurilor populare din trecut. Cu multa
rabdare si daruire, doamna Rodica Balaci fi
pregiteste pe acesti tineri in a deprinde maiestria
dansului popular din mai multe regiuni folclorice
romanesti. Chiar dacd grupul actual este inca
mic (cei 6 dansatori sunt Cristina Amariutei,
Laura Deboveanu, Nicole Patra, Nicholas An-
drei, Alex Balaci si Vlad Zamrii), ei au sutinut

deja 3 reprezentatii in cadrul parohiei noastre.

2018, 1 decembrie - Ca in fiecare an, Ziua
Nationald a Romaniei a fost sarbatorita in sanul
comunititii “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto.
Totusi, aniversarea din 2018 a avut o $i mai mare
importanta datorata implinirii a 100 de ani de la
infdptuirea Romaniei Mari. Astfel, una dintre
manifestérile de amploare organizate cu aceasta
ocazie de romanii din Canada a fost cea a paro-
hiilor reunite din Metro Toronto si sudul
Provinciei Ontario, ceremonie gazduita de
Biserica Ortodoxd Romand “Sfantul Gheorghe”
din Toronto. Slujba parastasului pentru eroii nea-
mului precum si slujba de Te-Deum de
multumire si lauda adusa lui Dumnezeu, au fost

savarsite de un sobor de preoti compus din

Toronto, as well as Mr. Corneliu Chisu, member
of the Canadian Federal Parliament at Ottawa,
who congratulated the parish on behalf of Prime

Minister of Canada, Mr. Stephen Harper.

2018 - Starting in February of this year, on the
initiative of Father loan Bunea, youth students
from the Sunday School (supported by parents)
resumed the tradition of folk dances ensemble.
With great patience and dedication, Mrs. Rodica
Balaci prepares these young people to learn the
mastery of folk dances from several Romanian
folk regions. Even though the current group is
still small (the six dancers are Cristina
Amariutei, Laura Deboveanu, Nicole Pitra,
Nicholas Andrei, Alex Balaci and Vlad Zamrii),

they already had 3 representations.

2018, December 1 - Same as previous years, the
National Day of Romania was celebrated in the
Saint George community of Toronto. However,
the 2018 anniversary had a greater importance
due to the 100th anniversary of the Great
Romania. Thus, one of the several events orga-
nized by Romanians in Canada was the one coor-
dinated by all Romanian Orthodox parishes in
Metro Toronto and Southern Ontario, a ceremo-
ny hosted by the Saint George Romanian
Orthodox Church in Toronto. The service of
remembrance for the Romanian heroes as well as
the Te-Deum service of praising and thanksgiv-
ing to God were oficiated by a group of priests

composed of Parish Priest Father loan Bunea,
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Parintele Paroh Ioan Bunea, Pr. Florian Ene
(Aurora) - initiatorul acestei manifestari aniver-
sare, Pr. Protopop lonut Maerean (Kitchener),
Pr. Antonel Dumitru si Pr. Stefan Morariu
(Toronto), Pr. Petre Busuioc (Oshawa), Pr.
Vasile Aileni (Toronto), Pr. Ciprian  Pasca
(Shomberg), Pr. Comel Sarjita (Niagara), Pr.

Dan Chirtu (Markham).

Receptia, la care au participat peste 200 de per-

soane, a fost gidzduitd de sala “Dacia”

impodobita in straie de sarbatoare. Printre invi-
tati s-au numdrat si domnul Daniel Ene,
Consul General al Romaniei la Toronto si
domnul Tony Ruprecht, politician cana-
dian de origine romand. Toti partici-
pantii au interpretat cantecele patriotice
traditionale alituri de Corala “Armonia”
(dirijjor Augustin Medan), de corul parohiei
din Aurora (indrumat de Parintele Florian Ene),
de corul de tineret al parohiei “Sfantul
Gheorghe” (coordonat de Eliza si Cristian
Zamrii), dar si de preotii Antonel Dumitru,
Stefan Morariu, Vasile Aileni si Florian Ene. O
adevaratd sarbdtoare in unitate a romanilor

crestin-ortodocsi din aceasta zona.

In incheiere, se cuvine si mentionim efortul
depus in ultimii ani pentru coordonarea multor
activitdfi din comunitatea acestei parohii
(amintim aici §i 3 evenimente devenite deja
traditionale si care se bucurd de mare succes in

fiecare an: “Balul Mustului” din luna octombrie,

S / J alongside  the

Father Florian Ene (Aurora) - the initiator of this
anniversary celebration, Father Protopop lonut
Maerean (Kitchener), Father Antonel Dumitru
and Father Stefan Morariu (Toronto), Father
Petre Busuioc (Oshawa), Father Vasile Aileni
(Toronto), Father Ciprian Pagca (Shomberg),
Father Cornel Séarjita (Niagara), Father Dan

Chirtu (Markham).

The reception, which was attended by more than

200 people, was hosted by the Dacia Hall beau-

L\ tifully decorated for this great celebration.

Among the invited guests were Mr. Daniel
Ene, the General Consul of Romania in
Toronto, and Mr. Tony Ruprecht, a
Canadian politician of Romanian ori-
,-;.-' gin. All participants sang patriotic songs
Choir
(Conducted by Augustin Medan), the Aurora

"Armonia"

I parish choir (directed by Father Florian Ene),

the youth choir of the Saint George parish
(coordinated by Eliza and Cristian Zamrii), but
also by the priests Antonel Dumitru, Stefan
Morariu, Vasile Aileni and Florian Ene. A true
celebration in unity of all Christian Orthodox

Romanians.

In conclusion, it is worthwhile to note the effort
that has been made in recent years to coordinate
many activities in the parish community (men-
tioning here 3 main events that have already
become traditional and are of great success

every year are: "Balul Mustului” in October, the



= Consiliul Parohial la a 65 a aniversare/

°| Parish Council at the 65th anniversary - 2019

| In spate/back row: Toan Haba, Alexandru

Solomon, Ovidiu Cozubas, Titu Blaga

In mijloc/middle row:Marius Bangala, Nicolae

Cigsmas, Constantin Cara, Adrian Andrei, Marius

i| Tertan

In faté/front row: Gheorghe Teoderascu, Cristian
Zamrii, Eliza Ghinea, Cristian Mates (Presedinte

| Consiliu Parohial/ President Parish Council),

Parintele Paroh/Parish Priest Ioan Bunea, Simona

Andrei (Presedinte Asociatia Doamnelor/

President of Ladies’ Association), Ana Popovici,

Ionel Gurau.

Lipsesc/Missing from picture: Andronica Andrei

_ (Presedinte Asociatia Seniorilor/ President

i i z / / | 1 .| Seniors’ Association), Dumitru Doncev
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4 Cantors - 2019
D Stanga/Lefi:
Ovidiu Cozubag
Dreapta/Right:
| Ilic Puscas.
Achim Bucutea
& Bogdan
Stoenescu

Dreapta/Right: Gheorghe Teoderascu & Titu Blaga in magazinul de carti si |
obiecte religioase/ Shop with religious books & items - 2019

Dreapta colt/Right corner: Corul Bisericii/ Church Cheir - 2019
Dirijor/Conductor: Prof. Nicolae Chirila

Jos/Below: Baietii de altar/Altar boys - Saptamana Mare/Holy Week - 2019
Nicholas Andrei, Alex Balaci, Vlad Zamrii, Alexander Boldis,

Andrei lorga & Edward Bangala
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petrecerea Revelionului, picnicul de la Symeon/
Magna Park din luna iulie) de céitre domnul
Cristian Mates (presedintele Consiliului Paro-
hial), doamna Simona Andrei (presedinta Aso-
ciatiei Doamnelor), domnii Marius Bangala
(vice-presedinte), Dumitru Doncev (epitrop si
administrator) si Gheorghe Teoderascu (con-

trolor), ajutati de membrii Consiliului Parohial.

Sfanta Liturghie a fost hrana sufleteasca daruita
tuturor enoriasilor prin harul primit de la Dum-
nezeu de Parintele Paroh loan Bunea, acesta
fiind ajutat in ultimii ani la strand de domnii
Ovidiu Cozubas, Bogdan Stoenescu,
Alexandru Tomescu, Ilie Puscas,
Alexandru  Solomon, Emanuel
Istrate, de Corul Bisericii dirijat de
profesorul Nicolae Chirild, dar si de
baietii de altar, Edward Bangala,
Andrei lorga, Paul Mates, Vlad
Zamrii, Alexander Boldis, Nicholas

Andrei si Alex Balaci.

S-au scurs 65 de ani de muncd, rugaciune si
rabdare; 65 de ani in care membrii acestei paro-
hii au trudit demonstrand iubire cétre aproape si
catre Dumnezeu care i-a rasplatit cu sanatate si
putere sa termine ce au inceput. Noi, cei ce am
cladit cu credintd in Dumnezeu, pastram spe-

ranta si gandul cel bun din Ziua Implinirii.

1. P.S. Sa Episcopul Irineu a fost retras din ierarhia
Episcopiei de la Vatra Roméaneasca in anul 2017.

New Year's Eve party, and the Symeon/Magna Park
picnic in July) by Mr. Cristian Mates (President of
the Parish Council), Mrs. Simona Andrei (President
of the Ladies’ Association). Mr. Marius Bangala
(Vice-President), Mr. Dumitru Doncev
(Epitrop/Trustee and Administrator) and Mr.
Gheorghe Teoderagscu (auditor) helped by other

members of the Parish Council.

The Divine Liturgy was the spiritual food provided
to all the parishioners through the Grace received
from God by the Parish Priest Father loan Bunea; in
the most recent years, he was helped by the follow-
ing cantors Ovidiu Cozubas, Bogdan
Stoenescu, Alexandru Tomescu, Ilie
Puscas, Alexandru Solomon, Emanuel
Istrate, by the Church Choir directed by
Professor Nicolae Chirild, but also by the
altar boys, Edward Bangala, Andrei
lorga, Paul Mates, Vlad Zamrii,
Alexander Boldis, Nicholas Andrei and
Alex Balaci.

There have been 65 years of effort, prayer and
patience; 65 years in which the parish members
worked hard to demonstrate love for thier neighbour
but also for God, who rewarded them with health and
power to finish what they had begun. We, who have
built with faith in God, will keep the hope and the
good thought of the Day of fulfillment.

1. Bishop Irineu was withdrawn from the hierarchy of the
Episcopate of Vatra Romaneasca in 2017.



FOTOGRAFII / PICTURES
1990 - 2003




FOTOGRAFII / PICTURES
1990 - 2003

A
LY
4| B










PICTURES 2004




-
-—u—

7 T

Ll & )

A 50-A ANIVERSARE - 2004




oy
=
=
N
bo
a2
<
72!
a2
~
>
-
Z
z
<
s
=
=
v
=
an
=




A 50-A ANIVERSARE - 2004 THE S0TH ANNIVERSARY - 2004




S e Uty

L]

%




A

TRADITII ROMANESTI



Vorsna mtoan (] (hfao Elowina, 2SO ot Doy it ROMANIAN TRADITIONS

JSTLLL

Iy A, V1L




=
-
=N
)
o
N
!
=R
=
o
T
o
<«
=
[
<
95}
4
o
]

(g
)
=)
(g\]
-
=
-
Z
<
m :
<
Z.

A 25-A ANIVERSARE A

A




THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF
| H.E. ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL - 2005

TN




.

A

EVENIMENTE IN
SALA “DACIA”

= itbe /
N M

oy







EVENIMENTE iN
SALA “DACIA”




EVENTS IN “DACIA” HALL




EVENIMENTE iN
SALA “DACIA”

T T
L. il
ot A 3 b
- A ey '—.id‘
_',_". = ~ y




EVENTS IN “DACIA” HALL




SARBATOAREA -|. N L
ROMANILOR | -
2004 - 2013

’e:

a 50-a aniversare

BISERICA ORTODOXA ROMANA
"SFANTUL GHEORGHE" - TORONTO




ROMANIAN FESTIVAL
2004 - 2013




ROMANIAN FESTIVAL + TORONTO « SARBATOAREA ROMANILOR

Organized by Saint George Romanian Orthodox Church




CONSILII PAROHIALE
PARISH COUNCILS




A 60-A ANIVERSARE

T T







CORUL BISERICII

I

Gl -




=
S
=
C..
T
®
&
)
=
= B




FOTOGRAFII 2005 - 2018




2018

PICTURES 2005




FOTOGRAFII / - RN | m I 1
PICTURES 2005 - 2018 RS | g g5 e
B J; = -.: N . :ﬂ Q' o . )~ v -

Py




~

CHURCH

A

COPIII IN BISERICA/
CHILDREN IN THE

FEy _.w...._.e

i Y.»




SCOALA DUMINICALA




SUNDAY SCHOOL




SCOALA DUMINICALA /
SUNDAY SCHOOL




COLINDE/CAROLING

B 1\
v

|\
- AR e, . ‘;E ’
[ A R e e ]




PICNIC: KESWICK, |
HAMILTON,
SYME




w

<

g

"“I ?‘ )




IN PRAGUL CELEI DE-A
65-A ANIVERSARI - 2019

1 L

-
T B




IN THE EVE OF THE 65TH




IN PRAGUL
CELEI

DE-A 65-A
ANIVERSARI |
-2019




\\\ CONSECRATION (¥

of this Church built
through the love and sacrifice of the faithful members of

The Romanian Orthodox Church
in the City of Toronto, Ontario, Canada

is done to
The Glory of the Almighty God,
Trinity in One, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
and dedicated to
Saint George
by us

+ Nottraml

T NATHANIEL
Archbishop of Detroit and The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of

Ameri
Bishop of Dearborn Heights, Auxiliary Bishop of The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America

+ IRINEU
ili ishop of The Romani

By placing the Holy Relics in the Holy Table.
Anointing with Holy Myrrh and Sprinkling with Holy Water,

On this 21st day of September, in the year of Our Lord 2014.

His Eminence TIKHON being Metropolitan of The Orthodox Church in America
™
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ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
247 Rosethorn Ave., M6M 3K9
Toronto, Ontario

“Dacia” — Cultural Center Oficiu tel.: 905-770-8529
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AR A A R A A A A A A R AR R A AR ARR AR AR AT A RAR R AR A A A A A A A A AR A AR A AR AR A A RA A AR AT AT R A Rd

BISERICA ORTODOXA ROMANA
SFANTUL GHEORGHE
Archpriest IOAN BUNEA
Parish Priest

BISERICA “SF. GHEORGHE” — TORONTO LA A& 65-A ANIVERSARE

“ Mergand invatati toate neamurile botezandu-le in numele Tatalui si a Fiului si a Sfantului Duh ,
invatandu-le sa pazeasca toate cate v-am poruncit voua...” Matei 28:19-20

65 de ani au trecut de cand, urmand porunca de mai sus a Mantuitorului nostru lisus Hristos,

preoti si credinciosi au slujit la Biserica “Sf. Gheorghe”, invatand si botezand in numele Sfintei Treimi
fratii romani veniti din toate regiunile Romaniei, uniti in credinta si simtire romaneasca.

La inceput au fost ani de sacrificiu pentru a cumpara o cladire care sa acomodeze nevoile cultului
crestin orthodox; apoi, prin alt efort deosebit , s-a cumparat cu adevarat o biserica; iar prin alte
sacrificii financiare, materiale si multa munca benevola din partea preotilor si credinciosilor, s-a pictat
locasul de rugaciune in mod deosebit in stilul traditional orthodox si s-a completat cladirea in partea
de nord printr-o aditie pe trei nivele si trei turnuri.

Pentru toti cei ce de-a lungul celor 65 de ani s-au daruit slujirii lui Dumnezeu si oamenilor, aduc acum
cuvante de recunostinta si multumire in numele tuturor celor ce se bucura astazi de realizarile
inaintasilor, ca mostenire si bogatie sfanta pentru viitor.

Acum 40 de ani, cand am terminat Facultatea de Teologie din Sibiu, Romania, nu mi-a trecut prin
minte ca porunca Mantuitorului “
si a Fiului si a Sfantului Duh , invatandu-le sa pazeasca toate cate v-am poruncit voua...”Mt. 28:19-20,
imi va fi calauza peste mari si tari, in Toronto, unde de aproape 30 de ani invat, botez, urmez, pazesc

poruncile si ma rog cu toate neamurile la Biserica “Sf. Gheorghe”.

...mergand invatati toate neamurile botezandu-le in numele Tatalui

Am petrecut alaturi de credinciosii nostri ani frumosi de rugaciune si munca, de incercari si realizari,
bucurii si tristeti, impliniri si dorinta de a deveni cu totii mai buni, mai multi, mai credinciosi. Putem
spune ca lupta cea buna ne-am luptat si am implinit chemarea la care am fost trimis spre Slava lui
Dumnezeu.

Multumesc lui Dumnezeu, preotesei Mihaela, fiilor Ciprian loan cu sotia Lavinia, Catalin Florentin cu
sotia Magdalena, nepotilor Isabella Elena, Sebastian Timothy si Alessia Rebeca, tuturor credinciosilor
si colaboratorilor din Consiliile Parohiale, Asociatiei Femeilor, Asociatiei Seniorilor, profesorilor Scolii
Duminicale, tinerei formatii de dansuri populare, membrii, sustinatori, rugatori, binefacatori,
ostenitori, miluitori care au facut posibile toate realizarile de-a lungul anilor.

Fie ca Cel Puternic sa rasplateasca tuturor jertfa fiecaruia, iar Harul Domnul nostru lisus Hristos sa
lumineze calea si viata Bisericii noastre si credinciosilor ei intru multi si fericiti ani !

Preot Paroh
Archpriest loan Bunea



ST. GEORGE

ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
247 Rosethorn Ave., M6M 3K9
Toronto, Ontario

“Dacia” — Cultural Center S

p 1954-2004 Oficiu tel.: 905-770-8529
www.romanianchurchtoronto.com Ortho® ibunea@rogers.com

R A R R R R R R A R R R R A R R R A A R AR AR A TR AR AR AR A LA A AR AR AT AR AR AR AT A A R AR hednw

BISERICA ORTODOXA ROMANA
SFANTUL GHEORGHE
Archpriest IOAN BUNEA
Parish Priest

65™ ANNIVERSARY OF ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH - TORONTO

" Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you..” Matthew 28:19-20

65 years have past since, following the above words commanded by our Lord Jesus Christ, priests
and faithful served St. George’s Church, teaching and baptizing in the name of the Holy Trinity the
fellow Romanian brothers who came from all of the Romania’s regions, united in faith and identity.

At the beginning there were years of sacrifice to buy a place to accommodate the service of the
orthodox faith. Later on other efforts were made to buy a truly Church building. Finally more material
and financial sacrifices, lots of volunteer work done by priests and faithful, the place of worship was
painted beautifully in our traditional orthodox style, and an addition to the building on the north side
was completed on three levels with three towers.

For those who, throughout the 65" years, sacrificed themselves to the ministry of God and people, |
bring now words of gratitude and contentedness in the name of everyone who, nowadays, enjoy the
accomplishments of their ancestors who represent a legacy for the future.

40 years ago, when | graduated University of Theology in Sibiu, Romania, it did not cross my mind that
the commandments of our Saviour ~ Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you..” WMatthew 28:19-20, will be my guide book far away in
Toronto, where for almost 30 years | teach, | baptize, | follow, | keep the commandments , and pray
with all nations at St. George Church.

| spent with our faithful people beautiful years of praying and work, attempts and achievements,
happiness and sadness, accomplishments and a desire for all of us to become better, to grow, to be
more faithful. We can say that we fought the good fight and I fulfilled the commandments for which |
was sent for the Glory of God.

1 am grateful to God, my wife priestess Mihaela, our sons Ciprian loan and his wife Lavinia, Catalin
Florentin and his wife Magdalena, our grandchildren Isabella Elena, Sebastian Timothy and Alessia
Rebeca, all my faithful, members from the Parish Councils, Women Association, Senior Association,
teachers from the Sunday School, to the young Folk dance Group, members, supporters and
benefactors who made possible all of the accomplishments over the years.

May that God Almighty reward everyone’s sacrifice, and the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ to
illuminate our Church and its faithful path and life for many years to come.

Parish Priest /.
Archpriest loan Bunea




INSCRIPTIE PENTRU BISERICA
“«SFANTUL GHEORGHE” DIN TORONTO

Bisericuta sfanta, vad cum cresti,
Cu toatd noaptea ce ne sta in cale;
Cum ctitorim sub streaginile tale,

Simtim pe frunti luminile ceresti.

Si-apoi 1n inimi te purtim fierbinte,
Setosi de-un veac mai bun, de rai setosi,
Precum ne-am pomenit din mosi-stramosi,

Precum vom face si de-acum’nainte.

E o lumind de noroc si pace
Ce da umilei noastre fapte, rod,
Stand intre-aci si dincolo, drept pod,

Din noi si pana’n plaiuri dace.

O, sfant altar, ne’ntoarcem din furtuna,
La caldul tau liman de ajutor;
Ne bat strainii, ranile ne dor,

Si demonii ne’ndeamna la minciuna.

106

Tu da-ne cugetul chemat sa ierte;
Pe orice dusman sa-1 schimbam in frate,
Sa indurdm nevoi si nedreptate

Si sa fugim de cdile desarte.

Invata-ne, altarule, de ruga,
Canoanele iubirii de mosie,
Sa stam viteji sub zéri de vesnicie,

Cum stau copiii incalziti sub gluga.

Si celor rai le linisteste gandul
Si-adu-i sd’ngenunche langa noi,
Caci toti purtdm prin crivaf si noroi,

In noi, icoana lui lisus Prea Blandul.

Cdci trec amaruri si razboaie vin
Si umbre suntem, clipe trecatoare,
Si numai Dumnezeu ne e scépare,

Acum si’n vecii vecilor, Amin.

Prof. Vasile Posteuca, membru fondator
26 septembrie 1954



Preacucernice Pdrinte, dragi frafi intru credintd,

Sentimentul ca biserica este a doua noastra casa
il mostenim de la stramosii nostri. Pentru noi, cei
din diaspora, acest sentiment este amplificat de

distanta fata de tara natala.

In anul 1997, cand am trecut cu sfiald pentru
prima data pragul Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe”
din Toronto, am gasit aici o oazd de liniste, de
bucurie si implinire sufleteasca, un loc pe care il
cautam demult, fard sa stiu ca
existi. Oamenii care te [®
Intdmpind cu un zambet si o [§
vorba buni, Pirintele Bunea cu
ribdarea si devotamentul sau, |®
te fac sa te simti ca intr-o a
doua familie, intr-un cdmin
cald i primitor. Dupd slujba [§
religioasd, te simti intotdeauna
mai usor, mai impécat cu tine
insuti, plin de ganduri bune si
afectiune pentru cei din jur.
Datoria noastra de crestini este
sd transmitem mai departe
copiilor nostri aceastd oazd de ortodoxie
romaneascd, sd le insuflim dragostea pentru

tradifia si obiceiurile bisericii noastre.

LA MULTI ANI fericiti Bisericii “Sfantul
Gheorghe” din Toronto! Multumirile si recuno-
stinta noastra se indreapta spre fondatorii acestei
biserici §i spre toti cei care au contribuit la

pastrarea si infrumusetarea ei.
Dumnezeu si ne ajute pe toti!

CRISTIAN MATES

Presedinte Consiliu Parohial

Very Reverend Father, Dear brothers in faith,

From our ancestors we have inherited the feeling
that the church is the home away from home. As
immigrants, this sentiment is amplified by the

distance from our homeland.

In 1997, when I stepped for the first time inside
the Saint George Romanian Orthodox Church in
Toronto, I found an oasis of tranquility, of joy
and spiritual fulfillment, a place I was long look-
__ ing for, without knowing that it
J| even existed. People greeting
you with a smile and a wel-
come, Father Bunea with his
never ending patience and
devotion, make you feel like
being part of a true second fa-
mily, a warm and welcoming
place. After the religious ser-
vice you always feel lighter,
more peaceful, filled with joy
and affection for all people
around you. Our duty as
Christians is to pass on to our
children this oasis of Romanian Orthodoxy, to
instill the love for our church traditions and cus-

toms.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to Saint George
Romanian Church in Toronto! Our thanks and
gratitude go to the founders of this church and to
all those that contributed in any way to its preser-

vation and enrichment.
God help us all!

CRISTIAN MATES

President Parish Council



Preacucernice Pdrinte, Dragi credinciosi si
sustindtori ai Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe” din

Toronto,

Este un moment unic in viata oricarui crestin s
sarbatoreascd orice aniversare a Casei Dom-
nului. Parca doar ieri aniversam 50 de ani si iata-
ne aici la 65 de ani de cand s-au pus bazele minu-

natei noastre parohii.

Nu pot decat sa multumesc tuturor inaintagilor
nostri, celor care au fondat bi-
serica “Sfantul Gheorghe”, pe
care am avut onoarea si-i [
cunosc, intr-un mic numar ce-i
drept; majoritatea nu mai sunt
cu noi, dar sunt convins ca de >
acolo de sus se bucura si ei
impreund cu noi in acest

moment aniversar.

Mutumim vrednicului nostru
pastor Preot loan Bunea si fa-
miliei pentru daruirea, dragos-
tea si munca depusa pe altarul
credintei ortodoxe precum s§i pentru grija con-

tinud fata de enoriasii parohiei noastre.

Vegheazd Doamne asupra noastrd si ne céldu-
zeste pasii sd putem savarsi lucrdrile sfantului

Tau lacas!

“...Voi, frati, goniti mandria, visarile si somnul !
2

Luati cu drag stergarul, alaturea de Domnul !...

(Stergarul — Costache loanid)
Asa sa ne ajute Dumnezeu!

IOAN HABA

Fost Presedinte Consiliu Parohial

MESAJE ANIVERSARE

Very Reverend Father, Dear beloved faithful and
supporters of the Saint George Romanian

Church in Toronto,

It is a unique moment in every Christian's life to
celebrate any anniversary of the Lord's House.
Just like yesterday we celebrated 50 years and
here we are now celebrating 65 years since the

formation of our wonderful parish.

I would like to thank all founders of the Saint
George Romanian Orthodox
Church in Toronto, which I had
4 the honor of meeting them, in a
4 small number though; most of
them are no longer with us, but
| 1 am convinced that they are
; also joining us, from above, in
| joy and happiness at this won-

1 derful anniversary time.

| We thank our worthy shepherd,
Father loan Bunea and his fami-
ly for the dedication, love and
effort at the altar of the
Orthodox faith as well as for the continuous care

for the members of our parish.

We pray God to watch on us and to continue
guiding us on our path to reach more accom-

plishments for His holy place!

"... Brothers, push away the pride, the dreams
and the sleep! Take joyfully the towel, joining
the Lord! ...” (The Towel — Costache Ioanid)

So, God help us!

IOAN HABA

Former President Parish Council



Preacucernice Pdrinte, Dragi membrii  ai

Comunitdtii Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe”,

Cu prilejul aniversdrii a 65 de ani de existenta,
timp in care Parohia “Sfantul Gheorghe” a adus
slava numelui Domnului cu momente de bucurii
dar si Incercari biruite prin credintd si speranta,
aducem multumiri membrilor fondatori acestui
sfant lacas fara a caror truda si daruire nu am fi
avut aceastd aniversare. Multumim Parintelui
Paroh loan Bunea pentru tot sprijinul,
intelegerea si  cédlduzirea
crestind. Aducem un mesaj de
multumire §i  recunostintd
Asociatiei Doamnelor, un grup
inimos de membre ale parohiei
noastre, fara al cdror sprijin,
dragoste si devotament, nu am
fi putut indeplini activitatile
bisericii noastre. Multumim
membrilor Consiliului Parohial
care mereu ne-au oferit spriji-
nul si gi-au aratat dragostea si

aprecierea fatad de munca noas-

Very Revenrend Father, Dear members of the

Saint George Romanian Church Community,

On the occasion of the 65th anniversary, period
of time during which the Saint George Parish
praised the name of our Lord with moments of
joy but also through triumph based on faith and
hope, I would like to thank the founding mem-
bers of this holy place, for their starting effort
and dedication, that over time transformed into
today’s celebration. We thank our Parish Priest
Father loan Bunea for all his
support, understanding, and
Christian guidance. We bring a
message of thanksgiving and
recognition to the members of
the Ladies Association, for their
support, love and devotion that
helped us to successfuly fulfill
all our church activities. We
thank the members of the Parish
Council who have always given
us the support and have shown

their love and appreciation to

trd, prin cuvinte frumoase si

zambete la Implinirea fiecarui eveniment .

La acest ceas aniversar il rugdm pe Bunul
Dumnezeu sid ne ddruiascd sanitate, putere si
inspiratie duhovniceasca in slujirea Bisericii

Domnului nostru lisus Hristos.

Urez din toata inima un calduros “La mulfi ani!”’
Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane “Sfantul Gheorghe”

din Toronto.

SIMONA ANDREI

Presedinte Asociatia Doamnelor

our work through kind words

and happiness at the fulfillment of every event.

At this anniversary, we ask the Mighty God to
give us health, spiritual power and spiritual
inspiration in the service of the Church of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

I wish from the bottom of my heart a "Happy
Anniversary!" to the Saint George Romanian

Orthodox Church in Toronto.

SIMONA ANDREI

President Ladies’ Association



Preacucernice Pdrinte, Dragi frafi crestini ai

Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto,

Biserica Ortodoxa, ca parte din inima romanilor,
a emigrat odatd cu noi peste ocean. Sarbatorirea a
65 de ani de ortodoxie romaneasca in Toronto, la
Parohia “Sfantul Gheorghe”, este o dovadi a
faptului ca biserica este parte din viata noastra a

romanilor oriunde ne-am afla.

Mulfumim Bunului Dumnezeu pentru acest sfant
licas, Sfantului Gheorghe, _
patronul bisericii noastre pentru I:;
cd de 65 de ani ne-a ocrotit, i
fiind aldturi de noi si familliile
noastre la bine dar si in .
momentele de incercare, si 1l
rugam ca sa ne calauzeasca i in
continuare pasii spre mulfi ani

de aici 1nainte.

Multumim  Parintelui Paroh
loan Bunea, pentru grija si
dragostea fatd de noi, turma
incredintata de Dumnezeu spre
pastorire. Multumim membrilor Asociatiei
Seniorilor care prin dragoste citre Dumnezeu
sunt prezenti la toate activitatile bisericii noastre.
Mulfumim membrilor fondatorii si crestinilor

sustindtori pentru darzenie si credinta.

Tuturor membrilor Comunitdtii Romanesti
“Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto le urez multa

sdndtate i impliniri in credintd. Doamne ajuta!

ANDRONICA ANDREI

Presedinte Asociatia Seniorilor

MESAJE ANIVERSARE

Very Reverend Father, Dear Christian brothers of
the Saint George Church in Toronto,

The Orthodox Church, as part of each Romanian
heart, emigrated with us over the ocean. The cele-
bration of 65 years of Romanian Orthodoxy in
Toronto at Saint George Parish is proving the fact
that the Church has been part of our Romanian

life wherever we are.

We thank the Mighty God for this holy place, we
thank Saint George, the patron

saint of our church because for

1L
) ¢
j o
#

¢ [ 65 years he has protected us,
4 "_ being with us and our families
for good, but also at the
moments of trial, and we pray
that he will continue to guide
our steps in life for many years

to come.

We thank our Parish Priest
Father Ioan Bunea, for the care
and love shown to us, the flock
of God given to him to minister
and guide. We thank the members of the Seniors’
Association who through love for God are pre-
sent at all the activities organized in our church.
We thank the founding members and Christian

sponsors for their steadiness and faith.

To all members of the Saint George Romanian
Community in Toronto I wish them health and
fulfillment in faith. God help us all!

ANDRONICA ANDREI

President Seniors’ Association



Preacucernice Pdrinte, Dragi frati intru Hristos,

Parohia “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto
implineste anul acesta o varstd frumoasa, 65 de
ani. Ca la orice aniversare ne aducem aminte cu
placere si nostalgie de toate faptele frumoase
implinite de-a lungul anilor de comunitatea aces-
tei parohii, prima comunitate roméneasca orto-
doxa din Toronto. Bineinteles, ne aducem aminte
si le datordm recunostinta tuturor celor care au
fondat aceastd parohie, preotilor care au slujit la
altarul bisericii noastre, dar si [ES

tuturor binefacdtorilor acestui
sfant licas de-a lungul exis- |
tentei sale de 65 de ani.
Dumnezeu sid le rasplateasca
jertfa, iar numele lor si fie

pomenit in veci!

Impirtisirea credintei crestin
ortodoxe, dar si a culturii si
traditiilor roménesti cu copiii
nostri, a fost o componentd
majora in viata acestei parohii,
dar mai cu seama din anul 1990
incoace. Multumim astfel Preotesei Mihaela
Bunea si Parintelui loan Bunea pentru infiintarea
si sustinerea activitdfii Scolii Duminicale.
Multumim tuturor indrumaitorilor, elevilor,
parintilor, dar si Consiliului Parohial pentru tot

sprijinul acordat de-a lungul anilor.

La ceas aniversar as dori sd adresez felicitarile
mele comunitétii “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toron-

to. Dumnezeu si ne daruiascd multi ani inainte!

CRISTIAN ZAMRII

Director Scoala Duminicala

Very Reverend Father, Dear Brothers in Christ,

This year the Saint George Romanian Parish in
Toronto has reached the beautiful age of 65. At
any anniversary we remember with happiness
but also nostalgically all the beautiful deeds that
have been accomplished over the years by the
community of this parish, the first Romanian
Orthodox community in Toronto. Moreover, we
remember and we express our gratitude to all
those who founded this parish, the priests who
served at the altar of our church,
but also to all the benefactors of
gl this holy place during the 65
'Al years of existence. We pray for
God to reward their sacrifices,
| and let their names be remem-

{ bered forever!

% Sharing the Orthodox Christian
faith, but also the Romanian
culture and traditions with our
children, was a major compo-
nent in the life of this parish,
but especially starting 1990
until nowdays. Therefore, we thank Preotesa
Mihaela Bunea and Father loan Bunea for the
establishment and support of the Sunday School
activity. We thank all the teachers, the students,
the parents, but also the Parish Council for all

their support over the years.

At this anniversary, I would like to congratulate
the Saint George community in Toronto. We pray

to God for many years to come!

CRISTIAN ZAMRII
Principal Sunday School
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Parintele/Father Ioan Bunea - Instalarea ca Preot Paroh / Establishment as Parish Priest - 16 septembrie/september 1990
Stanga/Left: Alaturi de/Next to Arhiepiscopul/Archbishop Nathaniel, Péarintele/Father Nicolae Zelea, Périntele/Father Dumitru Ichim
Dreapta/Right: impreuni cu sotia sa/ Together with his wife Preoteasa Mihaela Bunea

Parintele/Father Ioan Bunea & Preoteasa Mihaela Parintele/Father Ioan Bunea &
Parintele/Father Nicolae Zelea (stanga/left), Parintele/Father Mihai Cociu Parintele/Father Nicolae Zelea
(dreapta/right) & Toma/Tony Lupu (in picioare/standing) Baieti de altar/ Altar boys: Catilin & Ciprian Bunea

Parintele/Father Ioan Bunea

30 iulie/july 2000

A 10-a Aniversare ca Preot Paroh/
The 10th Anniversary as Parish Priest
Stanga/Left: Aneta Tomescu &
Radu Datcu

Dreapta/Right: Dan Chirtu &
Constantin Roman
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NOTE BIOGRAFICE - SHORT BIOGRAPHY
PREOT PAROH / PARISH PRIEST IOAN BUNEA

A reacucernicul Parinte Ioan Bunea este
Vil Preot Paroh al Bisericii Ortodoxe
| Romane “Sfantul Gheorghe” din

Toronto din anul 1990. Asadar, se vor

implini curand 30 de ani de pastorie a
comunitatii ortodoxe din aceastd parohie. De
aceea, In Albumul Aniversar dedicat celei de-a
65-a aniversdri a Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe”
din Toronto cuprindem si citeva note din

biografia Parintelui Paroh loan Bunea.

Asadar, la 1 ianuarie 1955 s-a nascut Ioan, al
treilea copil al familiei Elena si Ilie Bunea din
orasul Victoria, aflat in judetul Brasov, Romania.
Fratele mai mare se numeste Ilie si locuieste in
oragul natal, in timp ce sora mijlocie, Livia, este
stabilitd in orasul Hamilton, aflat in provincia

Ontario, Canada.

Urméand chemarea lduntrica de a cerceta si apro-
funda religia crestin-ortodoxd, mostenita din
strabuni, In anul 1979, Piarintele Ioan Bunea a

absolvit Institutul Teologic Universitar din Sibiu.

\| he Very Reverend Father Ioan Bunea
is the parish priest of the Saint
8| George Romanian Orthodox Church

in Toronto since 1990. Therefore, he

P &)
i\

R I 5
M l)/*-.( will soon celebrate 30 years of spiri-

tual leadership of this Orthodox community.
That is why, in the Anniversary Album dedicated
to the 65th Anniversary of the Saint George
Church in Toronto, we have included few notes

from Father Ioan Bunea's biography.

On January 1, 1955, Ioan was born as the third
child of the Elena and Ilie Bunea family in the
city of Victoria, located in Brasov county,
Romania. His older brother is named Ilie and
lives in his hometown, while his middle-sister
Livia is settled in Hamilton, located in the

province of Ontario, Canada.

Following his inward call to seek and deepen the
the Christian-Orthodox faith, inherited from his
ancestors, in 1979 Father loan Bunea graduated

from the Theological Institute in Sibiu.
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CERTIFICATE OF SYNODAL AWARD
RANK OF ARCHPRIEST

The Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church in America
meeting in Spring Session in Syosset, New York
March 20-22, in the Year of Grace 2007
has elevated you

Reverend Father Ioan Bunea

to the rank of Archpriest for
service and dedication to our Holy and God-protected
Autocephalous Orthodox Church in America.

May your Patron Saint
and the Holy Hierarchs and Priests
in the heavenly kingdom intercede for you
as you continue to serve the Great Shepherd of Souls,
our Lord and God and Savior, Jesus Chrst.




Dupa absolvirea facultdtii, Parintele loan a slujit
ca diacon onorific (1980-1986) si apoi ca preot
onorific (1986-1987) la Catedrala Mitropolitana
din Sibiu, Romania. Intre anii 1980 si 1987,
Preacucernicia Sa a fost arhivist la Arhiepiscopia
Sibiului si Mitropolia Ardealului, in cadrul

sectiei arhiva-registratura.

Pe plan personal, Périntele loan Bunea s-a
casdtorit la 8 octombrie 1978 cu Mihaela Fulea,
originard din oragul Sibiu, absolventd a Facul-
tatii de Filologie din Sibiu, la sectia Engleza-
Roména. Bunul Dumnezeu i-a binecuvantat cu
doi fii: Ciprian loan (5 februarie 1980) si Catalin
Florentin (16 aprilie 1981).

La data de 5 septembrie 1987, Parintele loan
Bunea soseste in Canada, in vizitd la familia
surorii sale si decide sd nu se mai intoarca in
Roménia, unde continua sa fie o viatd grea din
cauza regimului totalitar de atunci. Abia la 29
ianuarie 1990, dupd caderea conducerii comu-
niste din Romaénia, dupd mai bine de 2 ani de
despartire, Péarintele loan reuseste sa-si
reintregeascd familia, Preoteasa Mihaela impre-

und cu cei doi fii ai lor sosind in Canada.

In urma numirii sale in sedinta Adunirii Gene-
rale a membrilor parohiei (convocatd la data de
10 iunie 1990), Parintele loan Bunea este instalat
oficial ca preot paroh al Bisericii Ortodoxe
Roméne “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto la data
de 16 septembrie 1990 de citre 1.P.S. Sa Arhie-
piscopul Nathaniel de la Episcopia Ortodoxa

After graduating, Father loan served as an hon-
orary deacon (1980-1986) and then as an hon-
orary priest (1986-1987) at the Metropolitan
Cathedral in Sibiu, Romania. Between 1980 and
1987, Father loan worked in the Archives-
Registrar Department of the Episcopate of Sibiu

and the Metropolia of Transylvania.

In his personal life, Father loan Bunea got mar-
ried on October 8, 1978 with Mihaela Fulea,
native of Sibiu, graduate of the Faculty of
Philology from Sibiu, in the English-Romanian
section. The Mighty God blessed them with two
sons: Ciprian loan (February 5, 1980) and
Catalin Florentin (April 16, 1981).

On September 5, 1987, Father loan Bunea
arrives in Canada to visit his sister's family and
decides not to return to Romania, where the life
continued to be difficult because of the totalitar-
ian regime of that time. It was only on January
29, 1990, after the Communist leadership in
Romania has fallen, and after more than 2 years
of separation, that Father loan succeeded in re-
uniting his family, Preoteasa Mihaela and their

two sons arriving in Canada.

After his appointment by the General Assembly
of the parish members (convoked on June 10,
1990), Father loan Bunea is officially installed
as parish priest of the Saint George Romanian
Orthodox Church in Toronto on September 16,
1990 by His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel

from the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of
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A 25-a Aniversare a Casatoriei/ The 25th Wedding Anniversary - 2003 Parintele/Father Ioan Bunea - 2004
Parintele/Father loan, Preoteasa Mihaela, Catalin & Ciprian Bunea A 50-a Aniversare a Parohiei/
si o parte din credinciosii parohiei/ and a group of parishioners The 50th Parish Anniversary

Parintele/Father Ioan, Preoteasa Mihaela,
Ciprian & Citalin Bunea - 2004

Parintele/Father
Ioan Bunea &
Arhiepiscopul/
Archbishop
Nathaniel - 2014
A 60-a Aniversare a
Parohiei/

The 60th Parish
Anniversary

Parintele/Father
Ioan Bunea - 2019




Romana de la Vatra Romaneasca.

Asa dupa cum este mentionat si in istoricul Bise-
ricii, in cei aproape 30 de ani pastorie, parohia a
cunoscut o dezvoltare continud, Parintele Ioan
Bunea aducandu-si o mare contributie la aceasta.
Astfel,

Preacucernicia Sa, Biserica “Sfantul Gheorghe”

conform proiectelor realizate de
a capdtat o noua si infrumusetatd imagine inte-
rioard, dar si exterioard. Parintele loan Bunea nu
numai ca a initiat multe dintre aceste lucrari, dar
a si participat activ la executarea lor, prin munca
voluntara, aldturi de membrii familiei sale si de

alti numerosi enoriasi.

Trebuie mentionat cd Parintele loan Bunea,
aldturi de Preoteasa Mihaela, a fost si este mereu
prezent la diferitele manifestari istorice, cultural-
artistice organizate de comunitatea acestei paro-
hii, Preacucernicia Sa fiind de multe ori ini-
tiatorul acestor evenimente care pe deoparte cin-
stesc memoria inaintasilor, dar in acelasi timp
promoveaza pastrarea culturii, traditiilor si obi-
ceiurilor straimosesti de citre tandra generatie in

contextul multiculturalismului canadian.

Pentru intreaga activitate desfasuratd de-a lungul
anilor in folosul Bisericii lui Hristos si a comu-
nitatii ortodoxe romanesti din Toronto, Péarintele
loan Bunea a fost onorat la data de 18 iulie 2004
cu titlul de Preot Iconom Stavrofor - Purtdtor de
Cruce de catre Episcopia Ortodoxa Romana de
la Vatra Romaéaneasca. La data de 22 martie 2007,

Parintele Paroh Ioan Bunea a fost ridicat la ran-

Vatra Romaneasca.

As it is mentioned in the short history of the this
Church, in the almost 30 years of spiritual lea-
dership, this parish had a continuous develop-
ment, Father loan Bunea having a great contri-
bution to this. Thus, according to his various
projects, the Saint George Church in Toronto has
been totally renovated on both interior and exte-
rior sides. Father loan Bunea not only initiated
many of these projects, but he also actively par-
ticipated in their execution through volunteer
work, together with his family members and

many others parishioners.

It is worth mentioning that Father Bunea, toge-
ther with Preoteasa Mihaela, have always been
present at the various historical, cultural and
artistic manifestations organized by the commu-
nity of this parish, His Reverence being often the
initiator or coordinator of these events which, on
the one hand, honor the memory of the forefa-
thers but at the same time promote the preserva-
tion of the Romanian culture, traditions and cus-

toms as part of the Canadian multiculturalism.

For the entire activity carried out over the years
for the benefit of the Church of Christ and the
Romanian Orthodox Community in Toronto,
Father loan Bunea was honored on July 18, 2004
with the title of Very Reverend Father by the
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of Vatra
Romaéneascd. On March 22, 2007, the Parish

Priest Ioan Bunea was elevated to the rank of
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gul de Protopresbiter (Protopop Onorific) con-
form hotararii Sinodului Bisericii Ortodoxe din

America intrunit la acea data.

Enoriasii parohiei “Sfantul Gheorghe” din To-
ronto au fost mereu alaturi de Parintele Paroh
loan Bunea, bucurandu-se impreund la fiecare
realizare sau activitate din cadrul acestei comu-
nitati, consideratd pe drept cuvant “Biserica

Mama” a ortodoxiei roménesti din acest oras.

In acelasi timp, membrii acestei comunititi s-au
bucurat alaturi de familia Parintelui loan Bunea
si la evenimente deosebite din familia sa precum
aniversarea a 25 de ani de cdsatorie, aniversari
onomastice sau a zilelor de nastere
casdtoriile religioase ale celor doi fii
ai familiei Bunea, precum si
increstinarea (prin sdvarsirea Tainei
Botezului) a nepotilor care au venit pe 4

lume 1n ultimii ani.

In anul 2019, la cei 65 de ani aniversati de
Biserica “Sfantul Gheorghe”, enoriasii acestei
parohii doresc sd& mulfumeascd Bunului
Dumnezeu pentru toate binefacerile infaptuite in
toti acesti ani. De asemenea, multumirile mem-
brilor acestei comunitdti se indreaptd si catre
Parintele loan Bunea care pastoreste cu multd
daruire aceastd parohie de aproape 30 de ani pe
calea dreaptd a credintei crestin-ortodoxe

stramosesti.

Archpriest in conformity with the decision of the
Synod of the Orthodox Church of America that
assembled on that day.

Members of the Saint George Parish in Toronto
have always been beside their Parish Priest
Father loan Bunea, celebrating together every
single achievement or activity within this com-
munity, considered rightly the "Mother Church"
of Romanian Orthodoxy in this city.

At the same time, the members of this communi-
ty celebrated every special event of Father loan
Bunea’s family, such as the 25th anniversary of
their marriage, anniversaries of birthdays or the
7 name days, the religious marriages of the
two sons of the Bunea’s family, as well
as the Christening (through the sacra-
ment of Baptism) of their grandchil-

In 2019, at the 65th anniversary of the Saint
George Romanian Orthodox Church, the mem-
bers of this parish would like to thank the
Mighty God for all the blessings that have been
bestowed upon them in all these years. Also, the
thanks of the community members are directed
to Very Reverend Father loan Bunea, who has
been leading this parish for nearly 30 years on
the right path of our forefathers’ Christian
Orthodox faith.



IN MEMORIAM
PARINTELE / FATHER NICOLAE ZELEA

arintele Nicolae Zelea a fost primul
Preot Paroh al Bisericii Ortodoxe
Romane “Sfantul Gheorghe” din

Toronto. Parintele Nicolae a pastorit

aceastd comunitate timp de 27 de ani,
intre anii 1954 si 1981. In paginile acestui Album
Aniversar includem si scurte note biografice in
semn de recunostin{d pentru acest Périnte spiri-
tual al ortodoxiei romanesti din provincia

Ontario, Canada.

Asadar, la 8 ianuarie 1916 s-a nascut Nicolae,
unul dintre cei 4 copii (doi baieti si doua fete) ai
familiei Ana si Elisei Zelea, agricultori din loca-
litatea Boian situatd in partea de nord a
Bucovinei, nu departe de orasul Cernauti, actual-

mente pe teritoriul Republicii Ucraina.

Inca din copilirie, parintii i-au insuflat dragostea
pentru Dumnezeu si l-au invatat dreapta credinta
ortodoxd. Urmand chemarea lduntrica de a cer-
ceta si aprofunda religia crestind, Preacucer-

nicia Sa a absolvit cursurile Facultitii de

ather Nicolae Zelea was the first
Parish Priest of the Saint George
Romanian Orthodox Church in
Toronto. Father Nicolae served this
community for 27 years, between
1954 and 1981. In the pages of this Anniversary
Album, we also include few biographical notes
in recognition of this Spiritual Father of the
Romanian Orthodoxy in the province of Ontario,

Canada.

Therefore, on January 8, 1916, Nicolae, one of
the four children (two boys and two girls), was
born of Ana and Elisei Zelea, farmers from the
Boian village, located in the northern part of
Bukovina, not far from the city of Cernauti, now

on the territory of the Republic of Ukraine.

Since childhood, his parents instilled the love for
God and taught him the right Orthodox faith.
Following his inner call to seek and deepen the
Christian faith, Father Nicolae graduated from
the Faculty of Theology of Cernduti. Son of a
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Sus/Above. Parintele/Father Nicolae Zelea - Vatra Romaneasca - 1964
Jos/Below: Copiii/Sons Gabriel & Mihail; Preoteasa Florica Zelea
Congresul Episcopiei / Congress of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate.
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Parintele/Father Nicolae Zelea
Arhiepiscopul/Archbishop Valerian & Parintele/Father Nicolae Zelea Sus/Above: 1954 (324 Broadview Ave)
A 25-a Aniversare a Parohiei/ The 25th Parish Anniversary - 1979. Mijloc/Middle: 1955; Jos/Below: 1971



Teologie din Cernauti. Fiu de tdran, asa cum
obisnuia sd marturiseasca cu mandrie, Parintele
Nicolae a facut parte din pleiada de studenti
sarguinciosi care au devenit mai apoi slujitori
intru Hristos pentru comunitdtile de roméni de

pretutindeni, inclusiv Canada.

Dupa incheierea celui de al Doilea Razboi Mon-
dial, din cauza vicisitudinilor vremii, teologul
Nicolae Zelea paraseste Romania alegind calea
exilului. Dupd peregrinari prin Europa, unde a
cunoscut si viata lagarelor pentru emigranti sau
instrainati de tara lor de obarsie, Preacucernicia
Sa emigreaza in Canada. In anul 1949 se sta-
bileste la Hamilton, provincia Ontario, gésind
acolo o mica comunitate de romani bucovineni.
Astfel a inceput o viatd noua, in anul 1952
casatorindu-se cu Florica Faur, ardeleanca origi-
nard din tinutul Clujului, Romania. Bunul
Dumnezeu le imbogateste familia cu doi baieti
gemeni, Mihai Corneliu si Gabriel Nicolae,
nascuti la data de 8 noiembrie 1955, chiar in ziua
marelui praznic al Sfintilor Arhangheli Mihail si

Gavriil.

In anul 1954, teologul Nicolae Zelea a fost numit
primul Preot Paroh al Bisericii “Sfantul Gheor-
ghe” nou intemeiatd in Toronto. Ca urmare, in
zilele de 19-20 iunie 1954, in Biserica “Buna
Vestire” din Montreal, teologul Nicolae Zelea a
fost hirotonit preot de citre 1.P.S. Sa Arhiepis-
copul Grigore al Montrealului si Canadei de Est,

apartinand de Biserica Ortodoxa Rusd din exil,

farmer, as he always liked to confess with pride,
Father Nicolae was part of the group of students
that studied a lot during that time and who later
became ministers of Christ for Romanian
Orthodox communities from all over the world,

including Canada.

After the Second World War, because of the var-
ious vicissitudes of that time, the theologian
Nicolae Zelea left Romania choosing the way of
exile. After temporary stays in Europe, where he
became accustomed with the immigrant life, the
Very Reverend Father Nicolae emigrated to
Canada. In 1949 he settled in Hamilton, in the
province of Ontario, where he found a small
community of Romanians who were also native
from Bukovina. Thus, a new life began, and in
1952 he married Florica Faur, a native from
Transylvania, Cluj county in Romania. The
Mighty God blessed their family with two twin
sons, Mihai Corneliu and Gabriel Nicolae, born
on November 8, 1955, on the very same day of
celebration for the Holy Archangels Michael and
Gabriel.

In 1954, the theologian Nicolae Zelea was
named the first Parish Priest at the Saint George
Romanian Church that was just founded in
Toronto. As a result, on June 19-20, 1954, at the
Annunciation Church in Montreal, the theolo-
gian Nicolae Zelea was ordained a priest by H.E.
Archbishop Gregory of Montreal and Eastern
Canada, under the Russian Orthodox Church in
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Parintele/Father Nicolae, Preoteasa Florica, Gabriel & A 55-a Aniversare a Casatoriei/ The 55th Wedding Anniversary - 6
Mihail Zelea in interiorul casei lor/ In their house - mai/may 2007 Sus/Above: Périntele/Father Nicolae Zelea & Preoteasa
Hamilton, Ontario. Florica, Gabriel & Mihail Zelea. Jos/Below: Alaturi de/besides Parin-
P ' " tele/Father Ioan Bunea, Maria & Toma T. Lupu (stanga/left),

Constantin & Emma Roman, Ana Stefanescu (dreapta/right)

Slujba de inmorméntare a/Burial service for Parintele/ Parastas la 40 de zile dupa decesul Parintelui Nicolae Zelea/ Memorial
Father Nicolae Zelea - septembrie/september 2007 service at 40 days after the death of Father Nicolae Zelea - 2007
A oficiat/oficiated by: 1.P.S. Sa Arhiepiscopul/H.E. Archbishop Gabriel & Mihail Zelea, Preoteasa Florica Zelea &

Nathaniel & sobor de preoti/ group of priests Parintele Paroh/Parish Priest loan Bunea



in numele I.P.S. Sale Mitropolitul Visarion al

Bucovinei, care se afla in exil la Paris, Franta.

Incepand din 27 iunie 1954, cand a oficiat primul
serviciu religios, timp de 27 de ani Pirintele
Nicolae Zelea a pastorit intru Domnul, cu har si

dragoste, pe credinciosii romani din Toronto.

La 1 februarie 1981, implinind varsta de 65 de
ani, dar si din motive de sanatate, Parinte Nico-
lae Zelea se pensioneaza. Totusi, Preacucernicia
Sa si-a continuat misiunea haricd de mentinere a
cuvantului lui Dumnezeu in sufletele romanilor
stabilifi in Canada, contribuind decisiv la inte-
meierea altor parohii ortodoxe roméanesti din
provincia Ontario: parohia “Sfantul Ioan
Botezétorul” din Kitchener (1967), parohia
“Sfanta Cruce” din London (1987) si misiunea

“Sfantul Nicolae” din Ottawa (1989).

Pentru Intreaga sa activitate desfasurata in slujba
Bisericii lui Hristos si a romanilor ortodocsi din
Canada, in anul 1991, Parintele Nicolae Zelea
este ridicat la rangul de Protopop Onorific de
citre 1.P.S. Sa Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel de la
Vatra Romaneasci. In timpul activititii sale de
Preot Paroh, Preacucernicia Sa a facut parte din
Asociatia Clerului Ortodox din Toronto, precum
si din Asociatia mixtd a crestinilor ortdocsi si

anglicani din Toronto.

Périntele Nicolae Zelea a continuat sa participe
la slujbele religioase oficiate in Biserica “Sfantul

Gheorghe” din Toronto pana la vérsta venerabild

exile, on behalf of H.E. Metropolitan Visarion of

Bukovina, who lived in exile in Paris, France.

Starting with June 27, 1954, when he first served
the religious service, Father Nicolae Zelea lead
in Christ the Romanian believers from Toronto,

with grace and love, for 27 years.

On February 1, 1981, at the age of 65, but also
due to several health issues, Father Nicolae
Zelea retires. However, Father Nicolae conti-
nued the spiritual mission of maintaining the
Word of God in the hearts of the Romanians set-
tled in Canada, making significant contributions
to establish several other Romanian Orthodox
parishes in the province of Ontario: Saint John
the Baptist Church of Kitchener (1967), Holy
Cross Parish of London (1987), and Saint
Nicholas Mission in Ottawa (1989).

For his entire activity in servicing the Church of
Christ and the Orthodox Romanians in Canada,
in 1991, Father Nicolae Zelea was elevated to
the rank of Homorary Protopresbiter by His
Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel of Vatra
Roméneasca. During his activity as Parish Priest,
Father Nicolac was also part of the Orthodox
Clergy Association in Toronto, as well as of the
Mixed Association of Orthodox and Anglican

Christians in Toronto.

Father Nicolae Zelea continued to participate in
the religious services officiated in the Saint

George Church in Toronto until the venerable
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de peste 90 de ani. Alaturi de Preoteasa Florica,
Périntele Nicolae a continuat sd fie prezent la
numeroase evenimente §i aniversdri organizate
in ultimii 30 de ani de comunitatea acestei paro-
hii, amintind aici doar participarea la
aniversarile de 50 de ani si de 60 de ani de la
intemeierea Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe” din

Toronto.

La data de 6 mai 2007, Péarintele Nicolae si
Preoteasa Florica au sarbatorit 55 de ani de

casatorie alaturi de actualul Preot Paroh, Parin-

tele loan Bunea, Preoteasa Mihaela, o parte din- £ °

tre membrii fondatori ai acestei parohii, dar si

numerosi alti enoriagi.

In toamna aceluiasi an, la 19 septembrie
2007, cu multd durere in suflete,
membrii comunitatii “Sfantul Gheorghe™
[.PS. Sa
Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel, de Périntele Paroh

din Toronto, aldturi de
loan Bunea si de un sobor de preoti au condus
pe ultimul drum pe Parintele Protopop Nicolae
Zelea, primul preot paroh al acestei parohii, dar
si Périntele spiritual al ortodoxiei roméanesti din
provincia Ontario. Preacucernicia Sa va raméane
vesnic in amintirea comunitatii de romani din
aceastd parte a lumii. Pentru cei ce 1-au cunoscut,
Périntele Nicolae Zelea va ramane un exemplu
de credintd, iubire si sperantd. Dumnezeu sa-1

odihneasca in pace!

age of 90 and beyond. Along with the Preoteasa
Florica, Father Nicolae continued to be present
at many events and anniversaries organized in
the last 30 years by the community of this parish,
including the festivities organized on the occa-
sion of the 50th and 60th anniversaries of the
Saint George Romanian Orthdox Church in

Toronto.

On May 6, 2007, Father Nicolae and Preoteasa
Florica celebrated 55 years of marriage in the
presense of the current Parish Priest, Father [oan

Bunea, Preoteasa Mihacla, as well as a part of

“ f_ \ the founding members of this parish and other

other parishioners.

Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel, Father loan
Bunea, and a priestly assembly led Father
Protopresbiter Nicolae Zelea, the first parish
priest parish of this community but also the
Spiritual Father of the Romanian Orthodoxy in
the province of Ontario, on the last path to rest in
Christ. Father Nicolae will always remain in the
memory of the Romanian community in this part
of the world. For those who met him, Father
Nicolae Zelea will remain an example of faith,

love and hope. God rest him in peace!



e-a lungul celor 65 de ani de existenta

a Bisericii Ortodoxe Romaéne
“Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto,
numeroase personalitati ale vietii

spirituale, politice, sociale si cultural-

artistice romanesti §i canadiene s-au numarat
printre oaspetii de onoare ai acestei parohii.
Dorim ca in acest Album Aniversar sa va
prezentdm si o parte dintre vizitele Domniilor
Lor asa dupa cum le-am aflat din documentele

existente in arhiva bisericii.

Dupa cum am mentionat si in istoricul parohiei,

aceastd Bisericdi a intrat sub jurisdictia
Episcopiei Ortodoxe Roméine din America,
ce-si are sediul la Vatra Romaneascd, Michigan,
inca din primul an al existentei sale, la data
de 29 octombrie 1954. Cu acea ocazie, primul
oaspete de seamd al parohiei a fost Péarintele
Eugen Lazar, reprezentant episcopal, Cucernicia
Sa fiind unul dintre promotorii Ortodoxiei
Romaénesti in America de Nord. De atunci,
reprezentantii  Episcopiei de la  Vatra
Roméneasca au mai fost prezenfi in mijlocul

enoriagilor acestei parohii de numeroase ori.

hroughout the 65 years of existence
of the Saint George Romanian
Orthodox Church in Toronto, nume-
rous personalities of the spiritual,
political, social and cultural-artistic
Romanian and Canadian lives have been added
to the honorary guest list who visited this parish.
In this Anniversary Album we would like to
present a few of their visits as we have learned
from the existing documents in the Church

archives.

As we have mentioned in the short parish's his-
tory, this church has entered the jurisdiction of
the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America,
which is based at Vatra Romaneascd, Michigan,
from the very first year of its existence, precisely
on October 29, 1954. On that occasion, the first
guest of the parish was Father Eugen Lazir,
Episcopal representative, him being one of the
promoters of the Romanian Orthodoxy in North
America. Since then, the representatives of the
Episcopate of Vatra Roméaneasca have been pre-
sent among the members of this parish many

times.
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Astfel, In perioada 28-30 iulie 1959, a avut loc
prima vizitd a unui lerarh al acestei Episcopii, la
vremea acea, 1.P.S. Sa Arhiepiscopul Valerian.
Inalt Preasfintia Sa a reprezentat un exemplu de
vrednicie §i statornicie in munca pentru Biserica
si pentru Hristos, aflandu-se in fruntea
Episcopiei de la Vatra Roméneascad pentru mai
bine de 30 de ani, pand in anul 1984, cand s-a
retras la pensie. 1.P.S. Sa Valerian a mai fost
prezent in parohia “Sfantul Gheorghe” de nenu-
madrate ori in acea perioadd. Amintim aici vizita
I.P.S. Sale in anul 1971 cu ocazia sfintirii cladirii
Bisericii actuale dupa ce cu un an inainte mem-
brii parohiei reusiserd cumpérarea acestui imo-
bil. Parintele Paroh de atunci, Preotul Nicolae
Zelea, Consiliul Parohial (al carui presedinte era
domnul Toma T. Lupu), alaturi de toti membrii
de 1.PS. Sa

Arhiepiscopul Valerian: “Succesul Dumneavoa-

parohiei au fost felicitati
strd se inscrie ca incd o pagind in istoria progre-
sului Ortodoxiei Romdnesti pe continentul nord
american”. Probabil cd una dintre vizitele cele
mai importante a fost §i cu ocazia aniversarii a
25 de ani de existentd a parohiei in anul 1979,
Parintele Paroh Nicolae Zelea impreund cu
membrii Consiliului Parohial (presedinte atunci

fiind domnul Constantin Roman) pregitind o

masi festivid in Sala “Dacia’ a bisericii.

Continuand traditia predecesorului séu, I.PS. Sa
Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel a fost de asemenea pre-
zent la multe dintre evenimentele importante sau

aniversdrile parohiei “Sfantul Gheorghe” din

Thus, on July 28-30 1959, took place the first
official visit of a hierarch of this diocese, at that
time, His Eminence Archbishop Valerian. His
Eminence was an example of worthiness and
steadiness in serving the Church and the Lord
Jesus Christ, and he has lead the Episcopate at
Vatra Romaneascd for more than 30 years; in
1984, he decided to retire. His Eminence
Archbishop Valerian has been present many
other times at the Saint George parish during that
period. We recall here the visit of His Eminence
in 1971 on the occasion of the consecration of
the current church building just a year after the
members of the parish succeeded to purchase
this building. The Parish Priest at that time,
Father Nicolae Zelea, the Parish Council (presi-
dent at that time was Mr. Toma L. Lupu), and all
members of the parish were congratulated by His
Eminence Archbishop Valerian: "Your success
represents another page in the the history of pro-
moting the Romanian Orthodoxy on the North
American continent. " Probably, one of the most
important visits of H.E. Archbishop Valerian was
on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the
parish celebrated in 1979, Father Nicolae Zelea
toge-ther with the Parish Council (president
back then was Mr. Constantin Roman) organiz-

ing a festive gathering in the Dacia Hall.

Continuing the visiting tradition of his predeces-
sor, H.E. Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel has also been
present at many of the important events or

anniversaries of the Saint George Parish in
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Toronto. La aniversarea a 30 de ani a acestei
comunitdti crestine, la data de 10 iunie 1984,
I.P.S. Sa (pe atunci Preasfintitul Episcop Vicar
Nathaniel) a sdvarsit Sfanta Liturghie aldturi de
Preotul Paroh de atunci, Parintele Sterie Miha-
das. Istoricul Bisericii enumereaza alte momente
precum instalarea oficiala a Parintelui Paroh
loan Bunea in septembrie 1990 sau aniversarile
de 50 si 60 de ani de existentd a acestei parohii.
Parohia “Sfantul Gheorghe” a fost onoratd in
anul 2005 sd fie gazda aniversarii a 25 de ani de
arhierie a 1.P.S. Sale Arhiepiscopul
Nathaniel in cadrul Episcopiei de la
Vatra Romaneasca. I.P.S. Sa a fost alaturi
de membrii acestei comunitafi si in
momente de Indurerare, fiind prezent la
inmormantarile Péarintelui  Nicolae
Ténase (1983) si respectiv a Périntelui
Nicolae Zelea (2007), amandoi fosti
pastori ai acestei parohii. Cea mai
recentd vizitd a lerarhului Episcopiei de
la Vatra Roméaneascd a avut loc in
perioada 21-22 aprilie 2018 cu ocazia
sarbatoririi Hramului Bisericii dar si a zilei
numelui monahal al 1.P.S. Sale (Sfantul Apostol

Nathaniel este praznuit la 22 aprilie).

In perioada imediat urmitoare cumparirii
actualei clddiri a bisericii din 247 Rosethorn
Ave., I.P.S. Sa Mitropolitul Theodosius, la acea
vreme Intéistititorul Bisericii Ortodoxe din
America si Canada, aflat in vizitd in Toronto,

a dorit sa vada acest nou ldcas al comunitatii
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Toronto. On the 30th anniversary of this commu-
nity, on June 10, 1984, His Eminence (at that
time Vicar Bishop Nathaniel) officiated the
Divine Liturgy with the Parish Priest at that time,
Father Sterie Mihadas. The history of the Church
lists other visits such as the official installation
of Father loan Bunea in September 1990 as
Parish Priest of this Church or the anniversaries
of 50 years and 60 years of existence of this
community. The Saint George Parish was ho-
nored in 2005 to be the host of the 25th anniver-
sary of the His Eminence Archbishop
Nathaniel within the Episcopate of Vatra
Romaneasca. His Eminence was among
the members of this community also at
moments of prayer and mourning, being
present at the funerals of Father Nicolae
Ténase (1983) and of Father Nicolae
Zelea (2007), both former Parish Priests
of this church. The most recent visit of
the Hierarch from the Episcopate at
Vatra Roméneasca took place between
on April 21-22, 2018 on the occasion of the cel-
ebration of the Church Patron Saint but also the
monastic name day of H.E. (Apostle Nathaniel is
celebrated on April 22).

Immediately after the purchase of the current
church building at 247 Rosethorn Ave., His
Eminence Metropolitan Theodosius, at that time
the Metropolitan of the Orthodox Church in
America and Canada, during his stay in Toronto,

expressed the will to visit the new church of the



ortodoxe romanesti. Preotul paroh de atunci,
Périntele Nicolae Zelea, impreuna cu presedin-
tele Consiliului Parohial, domnul Toma T. Lupu,
i-au prezentat noua bisericd, impartdsind inaltu-
lui oaspete si o parte dintre planurile viitoare de

dezvoltare a parohiei “Sfantul Gheorghe”.

Dintre inaltii prelai ortodocsi romani care au
fost oaspetii acestei parohii, amintim si pe I.P.S.
Sa losif, Arhiepiscop si Mitropolit al Mitropoliei
Europei Occidentale si Meridionale, cu sediul in
Franta, ce se afla sub jurisdictia Patriarhiei
Romane din Bucuresti. Inalt Preasfintia Sa a vi-
zitat Biserica “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto in
anul 1999, participand aléturi de preotul paroh,
Périntele loan Bunea, la slujba religioasa oficiata
cu prilejul sarbatorii Inaltarii Sfintei Cruci din

data de 14 septembrie.

In cadrul istoricului am mentionat si participarea
L.P.S. Sale Archiepiscopul Nicolae (al Arhiepi-
scopiei Ortodoxe Romane din cele doud Americi
cu sediul la Chicago - S.U.A., aflatd sub juris-
dictia Patriarhiei Roméane) la ceremoniile organi-
zate cu ocazia aniversarii a 25 de ani de arhierie
a 1.P.S. Sale Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel in anul
2005, ceremonii gazduite de parohia “Sfantul

Gheorghe” din Toronto.

La inceputul anilor ‘90, aceastd parohie a fost si
gazda Parintelui Arhidiacon Ilarion de la
Mainastirea Nicula, aflatd in judetul Cluj,
Roménia. Renumit pictor de icoane pe sticla,

Périntele Tlarion a prezentat in sala “Dacia” a

Romanian Orthodox community. The Parish
Priest at that time, Father Nicolae Zelea, together
with the president of the Parish Council, Mr.
Toma T. Lupu, showed him the new church,
sharing with His Eminence some of the plans for

future development of the Saint George parish.

Among the Romanian Orthodox Hierarchs who
visited this parish, we note her H.E. Archbishop,
losif, Archbishop and Metropolitan of the
Western and Southern Europe Metropolia, head-
quartered in France, under the jurisdiction of the
Romanian Patriarchate in Bucharest. His
Eminence visited the Saint George Church in
Toronto in 1999, officiating with the parish
priest, Father loan Bunea, the religious service
for the celebration of the Holy Cross on

September 14th.

In the previously presented short history we
mentioned the participation of H.E. Archbishop
Nicolae (of the Romanian Orthodox Diocese for
the Americas, located in Chicago, U.S.A. under
the jurisdiction of the Romanian Patriarchate) at
the ceremonies organized on the occasion of the
25th anniversary of H.E. Archbishop Nathaniel
in 2005, hosted by Saint George parish in

Toronto.

At the beginning of the '90s, this parish wel-
comed Father Archdeacon Ilarion from Nicula
Monastery, located in the Cluj county, Romania.
Famous icon painter on glass, Father Ilarion pre-

sented an exhibition with part of his work in the
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Pirintele/Father Eugen Lazar (dreapta/right) &
Parintele/Father Nicolae Zelea - 1954

Parintele Prof./Prof. Father Vasile Mihoc &
Parintele/Father Ioan Bunea - 2009

i.P.S. Sa Mitropolitul/ His Eminence Metropolitan Theodosius
Dreapta/Right: Parintele/Father Nicolae Zelea & Toma T. Lupu

Parintele Protodiacon/ Father Protodeacon Ioan Ardelean &
Parintele /Father Ioan Bunea - 2005

Parintele Arhidiacon/ Father Archdeacon Ilarion,
Parintele/Father Ioan Bunea, & Ilie Puscas (Consul General
al Romaniei/General Counsel of Romania)




Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto o

expozitie cu o parte dintre lucririle sale.

In noiembrie 2003, oaspeti din Romania au fost
Arhidiacon Prof. Univ. Dr. Constantin Voicu,
Decanul Facultdtii de Teologie Ortodoxd din
Oradea, precum si Preot Prof. Univ. Dr. Mircea

Ielciu de la Facultatea de Teologie din Sibiu.

Un alt oaspete de la Facultatea de Teologie din
Sibiu, Parintele Prof. Vasile Mihoc, a fost
prezent in parohia “Sfantul Gheorghe” din
Toronto in perioada Postului Invierii Domnului
nostru lisus Hristos, la 5 aprilie 2009 si apoi la
19 martie 2011. Cu aceste ocazii, Parintele
Mihoc a sustinut conferinte duhovnicesti pentru
enoriasii parohiei. In anul 2009, Pirintele Vasile
Mihoc a vizitat si standul Asociatiei Culturale
“Dacia”

de la manifestarea organizatd de

Primaria Toronto, Easter Around the World.

De-a lungul celor 65 de ani de existentd a paro-
hiei “Sfantul Gheorghe” numerosi preoti au fost
oaspeti si au slujit alaturi de preotii parohi la
altarul bisericii. O parte dintre Cucernicii Parinti
de la parohiile romanesti din Canada, care au
fost prezenti in aceastd bisericd, au fost deja
mentionti in istoricul parohiei. La acestia s-a
addugat un numdr important de preoti din
Roménia care au vizitat parohia aceasta in tim-
pul sederii sau itinerariului lor prin Canada.
Dintre acestia mentionam aici doar pe Péarintele
Diacon Ioan Ardelean din Constanta, care in

acelasi timp este si absolvent al Academiei de

Dacia Hall of the Saint George Romanian

Orthodox Church in Toronto.

In November 2003, guests from Romania were
Archdeacon Prof. Univ. Dr. Constantin Voicu,
Dean of the Faculty of Orthodox Theology of
Oradea, as well as Prof. Univ. Dr. Mircea Ielciu

from the Faculty of Theology of Sibiu.

Another guest from the Faculty of Theology of
Sibiu, Prof. Vasile Mihoc, was present in the
Saint George Parish in Toronto during the Holy
Lent (prior to celebration of the Resurrection of
Our Lord Jesus Christ) on April 5, 2009 and then
on March 19, 2011. On these occasions, Father
Mihoc held conferences for the Parish members.
In 2009, Father Vasile Mihoc visited the Dacia
Cultural Association's stand at the Easter Around
the World event organized by the City of

Toronto.

During the 65 years of existence of the Saint
George Parish, many priests were invited and
served next to the parish priests at the altar of
this church. Some of these priests from the
Romanian parishes in Canada, who were present
in this church, were already mentioned in the
parish short history. In addition many priests
from Romania who visited this parish during
their stay in Toronto or their itinerary through
Canada were also included on the list of guests
of honour. Of these, we only mention here Father
Deacon loan Ardelean from Constanta, who is at

the same time a graduate of the Music Academy
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Muzica din Cluj-Napoca si Conferentiar univer-
sitar la Facultatea de Arte a Universitatii
“Ovidius” din Constanta. Domnia sa a fost
prezent in parohia noastra si a slujit alaturi de
Périntele loan Bunea pentru perioade mai
indelungate in primavara anilor 2005 si 2007, pe
parcursul turneelor pe care sotia sa, doamna
Nicoleta Ardelean, le-a sustinut, in calitate de
prima solistd invitatd la Opera Canadiand din
Toronto. Vocile cultivate de soprana si respectiv,
de bariton, ale sotilor Nicoleta si loan Ardelean
au infrumusetat Sfintele Liturghii savarsite in

parohia noastra In acea perioada si riméan mereu

in amintirea enoriasilor.

In anul 1960, la sirbatorirea zilei de 10
mai, parohia “Sfantul Gheorghe” a

avut ca invitatd de onoare pe Alteta

oficiat si o slujbd de pomenire a parintilor
Printesei lleana, Regele Ferdinand I al Romaniei
si Regina Maria. Tot atunci, Alteta Sa Regald a
fost invitata de onoare a Asociatiei Clerului
Ortodox din Toronto tindnd o conferintd reli-
gioasa la Massey Hall. Cativa ani mai tarziu, in
anul 1967, Printesa Ileana a imbricat haina mo-
nahali, luandu-si numele de Maica Alexandra. in
anul 1968, Maica Alexandra a Intemeiat la
Ellwood City, Pennsylvania, prima méanastire
ortodoxa romaneascd din America de Nord, cu
hramul “Schimbarea la Fata”, aflatd sub

jurisdictia Episcopiei de la Vatra Romaneasca.
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of Cluj-Napoca and a Conferentiary at the
Faculty of Arts at the "Ovidius" University in
Constanta. He was present in our parish and
served next to Father loan Bunea for longer peri-
ods in the springs of 2005 and 2007, during the
assignments of his wife, Mrs. Nicoleta Ardelean,
as the first soloist guest invited to sing at the
Canadian Opera in Toronto. The wonderful voic-
es of soprano and baritone, respectively, of
Nicoleta and Ioan Ardelean, had lifted the entire
liturgical services performed in our parish during
that time, and will always remain in the memory
of the parishioners of the Saint George Church in

Toronto.

In 1960, at the celebration of May 10
Day, the Saint George parish wel-
comed as an honorary guest Her Royal
] Highness Princess Ileana of Romania. On
this occasion, Father Nicolae Zelea held a
memorial service for the parents of Princess
Ileana, King Ferdinand I of Romania and Queen
Mary. At that time, His Royal Highness has also
been the guest of honour of the Toronto
Orthodox Clergy Association where she held a
religious conference at Massey Hall. A few years
later, in 1967, Princess Ileana became a nun, tak-
ing the name of Mother Alexandra. In 1968,
Mother Alexandra established at Ellwood City,
Pennsylvania, the first Romanian Orthodox
monastery in North America, the Transfiguration
Monastery, under the Episcopate from Vatra

Romaneasca.



In anul 1992, parohia “Sfantul Gheorghe” din
Toronto a avut deosebita onoare de a avea ca
oaspeti si pe Majestatea Sa Regele Mihai al
Romaniei, insotit de Regina Ana si Principesa
Margareta. Cu aceastd ocazie enoriasii parohiei
au organizat o masa festiva la hotelul Hilton,
aflat 1n centrul orasului Toronto. Vizita Altetelor
Sale Regale a fost inclusa in programul festivi-
tatilor organizate in Toronto de cdtre Liga
Monarhistd din Canada cu prilejul aniversarii a
40 de ani de la incoronarea Majestdtii Sale

Elisabeta II ca Regind a Marii Britanii.

in decursul celor 65 de ani de existenta,
numeroase personalitdti politice canadiene au
fost invitate in mijlocul comunitatii romanesti a
parohiei “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto. Astfel,
in anul 1962, cu ocazia sarbatoririi zilei de 10
mai, a fost oaspete Excelenta Sa domnul Roland
Michener, pe atunci Presedintele Parlamentului
Federal de la Ottawa, care in 1967 a devenit
Guvernatorul General al Canadei. Un alt invitat
a fost domnul Charles Caccia, membru al
Parlamentului Federal din Ottawa, fost ministru
al Muncii si apoi ministru al Mediului in
Guvernul Federal al Canadei. Domnul Alan
Tonks, fost primar al orasului York (incorporat
in anul 1998 in Metropola Toronto) si membru in
Parlamentul Federal al Canadei pentru multi ani,
precum si domnul Tony Ruprecht, membru in
Parlamentul Provinciei Ontario s-au numarat si
el printre oaspeti. Domnul Ruprecht, a carui

mama s-a ndscut in Romania, a fost recent

In 1992, Saint George Parish in Toronto had the
great honor of having as guests His Majesty
Mihai, King of Romania, accompanied by
Queen Ana and Princess Margaret. On this occa-
sion the parish members organized a festive ban-
quet at the Hilton Hotel, located in downtown
Toronto. His Royal Highness visit was included
in the program of festivities organized in Toronto
by the Monarhist League of Canada on the occa-
sion of the 40th anniversary of the crowning of
Her Majesty Elizabeth II as the Queen of Great

Britain.

During the 65 years of existence, many person-
alities and politicians were invited to visit the
Romanian community of the Saint George parish
in Toronto. Thus, in 1962, on the occasion of the
May 10 Day celebration, guest of honour was
His Excellency Mr. Roland Michener, then the
President of the Federal Parliament in Ottawa,
who in 1967 also became the General Governor
of Canada. Another guest was Mr. Charles
Caccia, a member of the Federal Parliament of
Ottawa, a former Labor Minister and then the
Minister of the Environment in the Federal
Government of Canada. Mr. Alan Tonks, former
mayor of York City (incorporated in 1998 in
Metro Toronto) but also a member of the Federal
Parliament of Canada for many years, and Mr.
Tony Ruprecht, Member of the Provincial
Parliament Ontario have been among the
parish’s guests. Mr. Ruprecht, whose mother was

born in Romania, was recently present in the
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Printesa Ileana a
Roméniei cu copiii din

. .,'l parohie/ Princess Ileana

of Romania with children
from the parish - 1960

Printesa Ileana luand
impartasanie de la
Parintele Nicolae Zelea/
Princess Ileana taking
communion from Father
Nicolae Zelea - 1960

Regele Mihai I al Roméaniei/
King Michael I of Romania -
1992

Regele Mihai, Regina Ana,
Principesa Margareta si
Parintele Ioan Bunea/
King Michael, Queen Ana,
Princess Margareta &
Father Ioan Bunea - 1992

Corneliu Chisu (Membru in
Parlamentul Federal al Canadei/
Member of Federal Parliament of
Canada), Preoteasa Mihaela &
Parintele/Father Ioan Bunea - 2014

Alan Tonks (Membru in
Parlamentul Federal al Canadei/
Member of Federal Parliament
of Canada) - 1979

Tony Ruprecht (Membru in Parlamentul
Provinciei Ontario/ Member of Provincial
Parliament of Ontario) &
Parintele/Father Ioan Bunea - 2018

Roland Michener (Membru in Parlamentul
Federal al Canadei/ Member of Federal
Parliament of Canada), Ema Hojbota &

Preoteasa Florica Zelea (stdnga/left), Ana
Stefanescu (dreapta/right) - 1962




prezent in parohia “Sfantul Gheorghe”, la 1
decembrie 2018, cu ocazia sarbatoririi a 100 de
ani de la Inféptuirea Roméaniei Mari. Sa 1i mai
amintim si pe cativa dintre fostii primari sau
consilieri ai oragului Toronto care si ei la randul
lor au fost prezenti in comunitatea acestei paro-
hii de-a lungul anilor: domnii Nathan Phillips,
Philip Gerald Givens, William Dennison, Fred
Beavis si David Miller.

Lista personalitdtilor politice canadiene care au
vizitat parohia ortodoxd romand “Sfantul
Gheorghe” include si pe domnul Corneliu Chisu
(originar din Satu-Mare, Romania) care a fost
prezent mai intéi in calitate de Consul Onorific
al Republicii Moldova la Toronto si mai apoi, in
2014 (cu ocazia aniversdrii de 60 de ani de exis-
tentd a parohiei) ca membru in Parlamentul

Federal al Canadei .

Alte personalitdti politice care au fost oaspetii
acestei parohii dupd 1990: domnul Iurie Rosca
Presedintele Partidului Popular Crestin-
Democrat si politician de marcd din Republica
Moldova; domnul David Funderburk, fost
Ambasador al S.U.A. In Roménia pe timpul
administratiei Presedintelui Ronald Reagan la
Washington; domnul Ilie Puscas, la acea vreme
Consul General al Romaéniei, care, pe parcursul
celor patru ani de sedere in Toronto, s-a aflat de
nenumadrate ori in mijlocul acestei comunitéti
romanesti, insotit de sotia sa, doamna Elena

Puscas. Dupa stabilirea definitiva in Canada,

Saint George Romanian Parish in Toronto, on
December 1, 2018, on the occasion of the cele-
bration of 100 years since the realization of
Greater Romania. Let's also mention here some
of Toronto's mayors or councilors who at various
times have been present in this Romanian parish
community over the years: Nathan Phillips,
Philip Gerald Givens, William Dennison, Fred
Beavis and David Miller.

The list of Canadian political personalities who
visited the Saint George Romanian Orthodox
Parish includes also Mr. Corneliu Chisu (born in
Satu-Mare, Romania) who was present first in
the capacity of Honorary Consul of the Republic
of Moldova in Toronto and then in 2014 (on the
occasion of the 60th anniversary of the this
parish) as a member of the Canadian Federal

Parliament.

Other political personalities who have visited
this parish after 1990: Mr. Iurie Rosca as the
President of the Christian Democratic People's
Party and well known politician from the
Republic of Moldova; Mr. David Funderburk,
former US Ambassador in Romania during the
administration of President Ronald Reagan in
Washington; Mr. Ilie Puscas, at that time the
General Consul of Romania, who, during his
four years of residence in Toronto, has always
been present in this Romanian community,
together with his wife, Mrs. Elena Puscas. After
settling definitively in Canada, the Elena and Ilie
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familia Elena si Ilie Puscas au devenit enoriasi ai

parohiei “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto.

De altfel, in ultimii 15 ani, comunitatea parohiei
noastre a fost gazda primitoare a tuturor repre-
zentantilor oficiali ai statului roman in Toronto
cu ocazia diverselor evenimente organizate de
Biserica “Sfantul Gheorghe”, precum aniverdrile
si mesele de hram, sarbatorirea zilei nationale a
Romaniei la 1 decembrie, dar si cu ocazia festi-
valului Sdrbdtoarea Romdnilor din Toronto

(2004 - 2013). I-am avut asadar oaspeti pe rand

pe Consulii Generali ai Romaniei la Toronto la £ 3

vremea respectivd, domnul Nicanor
Teculescu, domnul Valentin Naumescu,
doamna Antonela Marinescu, si de curand
pe actualul Consul General, domnul

Daniel Ene cu familia.

Dupd 1990, parohia “Sfantul Gheorghe”
din Toronto a avut onoarea sa fie vizitata si
de cateva personalitati ale culturii §i jurnalis-
ticii din Romania. Astfel, in toamna anului 1990
au fost oaspeti poeta Ana Blandiana, scriitorul
Octavian Paler si jurnalistul Petre Mihai Bacanu.
In anul 1994, enoriasii acestei parohii l-au avut
in mijlocul lor si pe poetul si prozatorul roman
Marin Sorescu. In cadrul unei serate literare
organizate atunci, domnia sa a delectat auditoriul

cu o parte dintre lucrérile sale de poezie si proza.

Din lumea exilului romanesc mentiondam numele
poetului Aron Cotrus, oaspete al parohiei in anul

1957. Nascut in satul Hasag (azi in judetul
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Puscas family became parishioners of the Saint

George Romanian Church in Toronto.

In fact, in the past 15 years, our parish commu-
nity has been the welcoming host of all the offi-
cial representatives of the Romanian government
in Toronto at the various events organized by the
Saint George Church, such as anniversaries and
Patron Saint days, Romania National Day cele-
brations on December 1, but also on the occasion
of the 10 editions of the Romanian Festival in
Toronto (2004 - 2013). Thus, at all these events

we welcomed the appointed Romanian General

A\ Consuls in Toronto at those respective times,

Mr. Nicanor Teculescu, Mr. Valentin
Naumescu, Mrs. Antonela Marinescu, and
the current General Consul, Mr. Daniel

Ene with his family.

had the honor of being visited by a few per-
sonalities from the fields of Romanian culture
and journalism. Thus, in the fall of 1990, we
welcomed the poet Ana Blandiana, the writer
Octavian Paler and journalist Petre Mihai
Bécanu. In 1994, the members of this parish
hosted the poet and Romanian writer Marin
Sorescu. During a literary evening organized on
that occasion, the special guest read to the audi-

ence some of his poetry and prose works.

From the Romanian exile, we would like to men-
tion the name of the poet Aron Cotrus, who vis-

ited the parish in 1957. Born in the village of



Sibiu), pe vremea ocupatiei austro-ungare, dom-
nia sa a ales calea exilului incd din anul 1931,
stabilindu-se intai in Spania si in final in Statele
Unite ale Americii in anul 1956. Domnia sa este
autorul a numeroase poeme dedicate neamului si
pimantului strimosesc. In memoria sa, o troitd
sculptatd in lemn a fost ridicatd la Campul

Romanesc, langa orasul Hamilton, Ontario.

O alta personalitate din exil care a vizitat parohia
“Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto este scriitorul
Dumitru Nimigeanu, ndscut in anul 1907 in
Bucovina si refugiat in Australia. In anul 1958 a
publicat la Paris cartea “Insemndrile unui fdran
deportat din Bucovina”, care prezintd marturisiri
cutremuratoare despre viata romanilor bucovi-

neni deportati in Siberia dupa 1944.

In ultimii 30 de ani, parohia ortodoxd romani
“Sfantul Gheorghe™ din Toronto a fost gazda si a
numerosi artisti §i cantdreti din Romania, cu
aceste ocazii fiind organizate spectacole in sala
“Dacia” a Bisericii. Astfel, comunitatea roma-
neascd de pe langa aceastd parohie s-a bucurat sa
ii aibd in mijlocul ei si sd-1 aplaude pe indragitii
actori Stela Popescu, Anda Célugareanu,
Alexandru Arsinel, Florin Piersic, Dem Radules-
cu, Doru Octavian Dumitru, pe interpretii de
muzicd populard Sofia Vicoveanca, Irina
Loghin, Maria Dragomiroiu, Sava Negrean-
Brudascu, Nicoleta Voica, pe solistii de muzica
usoard Stefan Hrusca, Mihai Constantinescu,

Dan Spataru, Horia Moculescu, precum si pe

Hasag (today in the county of Sibiu) during the
Austro-Hungarian occupation, Aron chose the
way of exile since 1931, settling first in Spain
and in the end in the United States in 1956. He is
the author of numerous poems dedicated to the
his nation and native land. In his memory, a
sculpture carved in wood was erected at the

Campul Romanesc, near Hamilton, Ontario.

Another personality from exile who visited the
Saint George parish in Toronto is the writer
Dumitru Nimigeanu, born in 1907 in Bukovina
and refugee in Australia. In 1958 he published in
Paris the book "The Witnesses of a peasant
deported from Bukovina", presenting tumultuous
confessions about the life of the Bukovinian

Romanians deported to Siberia after 1944.

In the past 30 years, the Saint George Romanian
Orthodox Parish in Toronto has been the host of
many artists and singers from Romania, with
those occasions being organized shows in the
Dacia Hall of the Church. Thus, the Romanian
community of this parish was happy to welcome
and applaud well known and succesful actors
like Stela Anda

Alexandru Arsinel, Florin Piersic, Dem Radules-

Popescu, Calugareanu,
cu, Doru Octavian Dumitru, traditional music
performers such as Sofia Vicoveanca, Irina
Loghin, Maria Dragomiroiu, Sava Negrean-
Brudascu, Nicoleta Voica, famous singers like
TStefan Hruscd, Mihai Constantinescu, Dan

Spataru, Horia Moculescu, and the Divertis
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Narcisa Suciu (Roméania) - Sarbdtoarea
Romdanilor/ Romanian Festival - 2004

Mirabela Dauer (Roménia) - Sdrbdtoarea
Romdnilor/ Romanian Festival - 2004

Ansamblul/
Ensemble
“Banatul”
(Kitchener) -
Sdarbdtoarea
Romanilor/
Romanian
Festival - 2009

SARBATOAREA
ROMANILOR

DIVERSITATE

Ansamblul/
Ensemble
“Hora”
(Montreal) -
Instructor
Florin Salajan -
Sdrbdtoarea
Romanilor/
Romanian
Festival - 2009

Ansamblul/
Ensemble
“Doina” (Ohio) -
Sdrbdtoarea
Romanilor/
Romanian
Festival - 2008

Mijloc/Middle: Angelica Ganea (Roménia) -
Sdrbdtoarea Romdnilor/ Romanian Festival - 2009
Jos/Below: Nicoleta Voica (Romaénia) -

Alaturi de copiii/ Next to the children

Ana-Maria & Vlad Zamrii

Balul Martisorului - 2011




grupul umoristic Divertis.

La cele 10 editii ale festivalului Sarbatoarea
Roménilor din Toronto organizat de parohia
“Sfantul Gheorghe”, numerosi artisti din Roma-
nia, Canada, S.U.A. si Republica Moldova au
prezentat pe scena festivalului, si o parte dintre
ei i in sala “Dacia” a parohiei, programe
deosebit de apreciate de publicul spectator.
Amintim aici pe cunoscutele interprete de muzi-
ca usoara Mirabela Dauer, Narcisa Suciu, Angela
Stoica si Angelica Ganea (stabilitd in Toronto),
interpretul de muzica populard Mihai Ciobanu,
artist emerit din Chigindu, Republica Moldova,
solista de muzica populard Lia Lungu (stabilitd
in S.U.A.), grupurile de dansuri populare
“Voinicii” din Toronto, condus de domnul Doru
Deboveanu, “Banatul” din Kitchener, “Hora”
din Montreal Quebec, (condus de domnul Florin
Sildjan), “ARTA” din Hamilton, “Doina” din
Canton-Ohio, S.U.A. (condus de Barbara si Gigi
Stelea), si orchestra de muzicd populara
“Martisor” din Kitchener, dirijat de domnul Ion
Damian. Dintre aristii romani stabilifi in Cana-
da, prezenti pe scena festivalului amintim §i pe
interpretele de muzica populard si de petrecere,
Flori Tigdu, Angela Stoitd si Elena Paraschiv,
corala “Armonia”, dirijata de domnul Augustin
Medan, instrumentistul loan Crisan (vioara),
violonista Andreea Coza, Cornel Esanu (pian -
orgd), interpreta de muzicd folk Ruxandra
Séaulean, interpretul de muzica usoard Gilmaro,
modern “Hi-Trend” din

grupul de dans

standup comedy group.

At the 10 editions of the Romanian Festival in
Toronto organized by the Saint George Parish,
many artists from Romania, Canada, U.S.A. and
the Republic of Moldova performed on the festi-
val stage, some of them performing also in the
Dacia Hall of the parish, their representations
being well appreciated by the entire audience.
Here we mention well-known artists like
Mirabela Dauer, Narcisa Suciu, Angela Stoica
and Angelica Ganea (established in Toronto), the
traditional music singers Mihai Ciobanu, an
emeritus artist from Chisinau, Republic of
Moldova, and Lia Lungu (established in the US),
traditional dance groups "Voinicii"” from Toronto,
lead by Mr. Doru Deboveanu, "Banatul” from
Kitchener, "Hora" from Montreal, Quebec, (lead
by Mr. Florin Sélajan), "ARTA" from Hamilton,
"Doina" from Canton-Ohio, USA (lead by
Barbara and Gigi Stelea), and the folk music
orchestra “Madrtisor” from Kitchener, directed
by Mr. Ion Damian. Among the Romanians
established in Canada, performing on the
Romanian festival's stage, we would like to also
mention the traditional and folk music perfor-
mers, Flori Tigdu, Angela Stoitd and Elena
Paraschiv , the "4rmonia” choir, directed by Mr.
Augustin Medan, the instrumentalist loan Crigan
(violin), the violinist Andreea Coza, Cornel
Esanu (piano - org), the folk musician Ruxandra
Séulean, the singer Gilmaro, the "Hi-Trend”

modern dance group from Kitchener, and the
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Kitchener, si formatiile “Magic”, “TERRA” si
“Naspa Sound”. Ne-am bucurat si de prezenta
unor balerini §i dansatori pregatiti la “Classical
Dance Academy” din Mississauga, de doamna
Cristina Pora-Balaceanu, fostd prima balerind a
Operei Romane din Bucuresti, a dansatorilor
latino de la “Dance Art Studio” din Toronto,
pregititi de doamna Amalia Dina, dar si a copii-
lor de la Scoala Romdneascd din Toronto, pre-
gatifi de doamna Minodora Grigorescu, si a
corului de copii “Rainbow” condus de doamna
Natalie Gheorghiu. Prezent pe scena festivalului
Sdrbdtoarea Romanilor din Toronto
a fost si interpretul la nai de origine
canadianda, Kevin Budd, care a
incantat audienta cu melodii din
repertoriul cunoscutului naist roman

Gheorghe Zamfir.

Numarul celor care au fost oaspetii
comunitatii “Sfantul Gheorghe™ este
foarte mare. La fiecare aniversare ne aducem
aminte cu drag de toti si le mulfumim ca au fost
alaturi de noi si i-am simtit aproape pe parcursul
atator ani scursi de la infiintarea parohiei orto-
doxe roméane “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto. O
parte dintre cei amintiti mai sus, suntem siguri ca
vor fi prezenti si la festivititile organizate cu
ocazia celei de-a 65-a aniversari a acestei prime
comunitdfi romanesti crestin-ortodoxe, din
oragul Toronto. Enoriasii parohiei 1i vor incon-
jura cu drag si de aceasta data si 1i vor cinsti cum

se cuvine, conform traditiile noastre straimosesti.

140

"Magic", "TERRA" and "Naspa Sound" tradi-
tional and pop-rock bands. We enjoyed the pres-
ence of some ballet, classical and latino dancers
prepared at Mississauga's "Classical Dance
Academy" by Cristina Pora-Baldceanu, the for-
mer prima ballet dancer at the Romanian Opera
in Bucharest, the latino dancers from "Dance Art
Studio" in Toronto, trained by Mrs. Amalia Dina,
but also the children from Toronto's Romanian
School, prepared by Mrs. Minodora Grigorescu,
and the children's choir "Rainbow"” lead by
Natalie Gheorghiu. Present on the stage of the
Toronto's Romanian Festival was
also the Canadian pan flute per-
former, Kevin Budd, who pleased the
audience with songs from the

Gheorghe Zamfir's repertoire.

The number of those who were the
guests of the Saint George communi-
ty is very large. At every anniversary
we remember them and we thank them for being
with us; we felt their presence during all these
years since the establishment of the Saint George
Romanian Orthodox parish in Toronto. We are
confident that some of those guests of honour
mentioned above will be present at the festivities
organized on the occasion of the 65th anniver-
sary of this first Romanian Christian-Orthodox,
community in Toronto. All parishioners will wel-
come them once again and will honor them pro-
perly, according to our great Romanian tradi-

tions inherited from our forefathers.



SFANTUL MARE MUCENIC GHEORGHE,
PURTATORUL DE BIRUINTA
HoLYy GREAT MARTYR & VICTORY BEARER SAINT GEORGE

arele Mucenic Gheorghe s-a
ndscut in Cappadocia din parinti

crestini gi a trait in a doua jumatate

a secolului al Ill-lea si Inceputul
secolului al I'V-lea, pe vremea tmparatului roman
Diocletian. Ramas fdra tatd inca din copildrie,
Stantul Gheorghe s-a mutat, Impreund cu mama
sa, din Cappadocia in Palestina. Aici el
imbratiseaza cariera militard, dovedindu-se
deosebit de viteaz in lupte, dar si foarte intelept.
Prin osteneald, pricepere si destoinicie, tanarul
Gheorghe s-a facut pretuit si, in scurtd vreme, a
cucerit cele mai mari cinstiri, ajungand sa detina
dregdtoria de conducator de oaste in garda

imparatului.

Se stie cd, desi era padgan, imparatul Diocletian nu
a luat nici o méasura impotriva crestinilor pand in

anul 303. Aceastad stare de lucruri a ingdduit

he Great Martyr George was born in
Cappadocia in a Christian family and
g | lived in the second half of the 3rd cen-

i tury and the beginning of the 4th cen-
tury, during the Roman emperor Diocletian.
Losing his father from childhood, Saint George
moved, along with his mother, from Cappadocia
to Palestine. Here he pursued a military career,
proving himself particularly vigorous and brave
in battles but also very wise. Through effort,
skill and dedication, the young George became
appreciated by others and, shortly afterwards, he
won the greatest honors, when he was appointed
to lead the government army as the imperial

guard.

It is known that, while he was a pagan, emperor
Diocletian did not take any action against the

Christians until the year 303. This situation
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crestinilor vrednici sd avanseze pana la cele mai
inalte functii in imparatie. Insd, in anul 303, la
indemnul ginerelui sau, Galeriu, pe care
Diocletian 1-a luat ca insotitor la domnie, s-a
aprins prigoana 1mpotriva crestinilor. Istoria
crestinatatii std martora cd, incepand din acest an

si pand 1n anul 313, anul Edictului de la Milano,

allowed Christians to advance to the highest
positions in the Roman Empire. However, in the
year 303, at the suggestion of his son-in-law,
Galerius, whom Dioclean took as his co-ruler,
the persecution of the Christians started. The his-
tory of Christianity witnesses that, starting 303
and until year 313, the year of the Milan edict, by

prin care Sfantul Imparat
Constantin consfintea li-
bertatea cultului crestin
in Imperiul Roman,
Biserica a trecut printr-o

cutremuratoare incercare

si sangeroasa perioada.

Desi cunostea bine decre- :
tul de prigonire impotriva §
crestinilor, Sfantul
Gheorghe s-a Infatisat
singur 1naintea impdaratu-
lui Diocletian si, In fata
Curfii Tmpdratesti, si-a |
marturisit deschis
credinta crestind: "'Sunt

rob al Iui Hristos,

which Saint Constantine
consented the freedom of
Christian faith and wor-
Roman
Church

underwent through a dif-

| ship in the
Empire, the

ficult time.

Even though he was very
aware of the decree of
persecution against the
Christians, Saint George
presented himself before
the emperor Diocletian,
and, in front of the Court,
he confessed openly his
Christian faith: "I am the

servant of Christ, my

Dumnezeul meu, §i spre
El ndddjduind, in mijlocul vostru am stat de

voia mea, ca sd mdrturisesc pentru adevar."

Uimit de aceastd marturisire, si indemnat de
Galeriu, Diocletian a dat porunca si fie dus in
temnitda si supus la chinuri ca si se lepede de

credinta lui. A fost trecut prin toate vamile

God, and to Him putting
my faith, in the midst of you I am confessing to
the truth. "

Amazed by this confession, and urged by
Galerius, Diocletian gave orders for George to
be taken to the temple and subjected to torment

until he denies his faith. George passed through



muceniciei, loviri cu sulita, batéi la talpi, lespezi
de piatra pe piept, chin la roata sau la groapa cu
var, incaltaminte cu cuie, bautura otravita, bataie
cu vane de bou. Dar Sfantul Gheorghe le-a
indurat cu barbatie pe toate, fiind ales si luminat
de Dumnezeu ca Mucenic pentru a duce lupta
impotriva paganatatii si a diavolului. Mantu-
itorul l-a ntarit cu puteri dumnezeiesti, ocrotin-
du-i trupul impotriva suferintelor. De asemenea,
Sfantul Gheorghe

atingandu-se de un mort, acesta a inviat.

in vremea Iintemnitarii,

Nereusind nici cu onoruri si fagaduieli sa-1 indu-
plece pe Sfantul Gheorghe sia se lepede de
credinta n Hristos, impdratul Diocletian a dat
porunci sa fie decapitat. Cand au ajuns la locul
hotarat spre executie, Sfantul gi-a ridicat glasul
si s-a rugat cu caldurd, multumind lui Dumnezeu
pentru toate binefacerile primite. Astfel, in acea

zi de 23 aprilie, sentinta a fost indeplinita.

Dintre sfintii sarbatoriti de crestinii ortodocsi
romani, Sfantul Gheorghe se bucurd de o mare
faimd, multe biserici fiind ridicate in cinstea lui.
De asemenea, Sfantul Gheorghe este considerat
ocrotitorul ostirii romane. Icoana vestitei minuni
a uciderii balaurului pe care a facut-o Sfantul
Mare Mucenic Gheorghe aproape de patria sa,
Palestina, a reprezentat intotdeauna pentru
romani un rasunet i o chemare a poporului la
lupta crestinilor impotriva balaurului vremii,

adica Tmpotriva diavolului.

all steps of martyrdom, spearing, beaten on his
feet, dropped stones on his chest, tormented on
the wheel or in a lime pit, drinking poison,
whipped. However, Saint George endured all
these torments, being chosen and enlightened by
God as a martyr to fight against the pagans and
the wickedness of the devil. The Lord God has
strengthened him with divine powers, protecting
his body against suffering. Also, at the time of
his imprisoning, Saint George touched by mis-

take a dead man, who immediately resurrected.

Being unsuccesful even through promises of
honors to convince Saint George to renounce his
faith in Christ, emperor Diocletian gave com-
mand to be beheaded . When they came to the
place of execution, Saint George lifted up his
voice and prayed with warmth, thanking God for
all the benefits received. Thus, on that day of
April 23, the sentence was fulfilled.

Among the saints celebrated by the Romanian
Orthodox Christians, Saint George is of a great
fame, many churches being dedicated to his
honor. Saint George is also considered to be the
protector of the Romanian army. The icon of the
famous miracle of killing the dragon that the
Great Holy Martyr George made near his home-
land, Palestine, has been always been considered
as a call for all Romanian Christians to fight
against the dragon of their time, meaning against

the devil.
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MEMBRII FONDATORI AI PAROHIEI

PARISH FOUNDING MEMBERS

Gheorghe Puscas
Mircea Petrini
Roman Tinta
Constantin Magirescu
Constantin Béanulescu
Sergiu Tihan

Arcadie Neaga
Vladimir Ududec
John Panda

Vasile Posteucd

Josef Frisch

Nicolae Baboi

Ilie Dumitru

Victor Calinici

Toma T. Lupu
Constantin Roman
Andrei Mainescu
Galaction Serbanescu
Ilarion de Mintici
Gheorghe Oprea

Ion Roncea

Eusebiu Barbieru

Dumitru Bragadiru
Ana Andrei

Petre Méatu
Spiridon Bélulescu
Nicolae Pataceanu
Petre Carp

Petre Suba

Nelu Oprea
George Paslaru
Paul Stefanescu

Teodor Badescu

Leon Capatana
George Ciordas
Alexandru Telipasa
Ion Rusu

George Nicolau
Stan Savu

Oprea Ungureanu
Matei Hojbota
Andrei Burca
Victor Mosoiu
O’Keefe’s Ltd.

sa dupd cum am aflat din docu-
mentele existente in arhiva parohiei,
1 in anul 1954, Domniile Lor au con-
tribuit la colectarea sumei de 4 000
de dolari canadieni pentru avansul
imobilului din 324

Broadview Ave., prima clddire in care a

necesar

cumpararii

functionat Biserica “Sfantul Gheorghe“ din
Toronto. Jertfa acestor adevarati crestini romani
nu va fi uitata niciodata, iar memoria inaintagilor
va fi vesnic pédstratd in inimile tuturor roméanilor

de pe aceste meleaguri.

s we learned from the documents
included in the parish archives, in
1954, these people contributed to the
collection of the 4,000 Canadian dol-

I';;h 3 &) lars for the down payment required

for the purchase of the 324 Broadview Ave.
building, the first residence where Saint George
Church in Toronto functioned. The sacrifice of
these true Romanian Christians will never be for-
gotten, and the memory of the forefathers will be
forever preserved in the hearts of all the

Romanians living on these lands.



CONSILIU PAROHIAL - 2019

PARISH COUNCIL

Preot Paroh / Priest

Presedinte / President
Vice-presedinte / Vice President
Secretar / Secretary

Casier / Treasurer

Controlori / Auditors

Epitropi / Church Wardens

Presedinte Asociatia Doamnelor /
President of Ladies’ Association
Presedinte Asociatia Seniorilor

President of Seniors’ Association

Membrii / Members

Membrii Supleanti/ Alternate Members

Preot Iconom Stavrofor /

Very Reverend Father loan Bunea

Cristian Mates
Marius Bangala
Eliza Ghinea

Cristian Zamrii

lonel Gurau
Gheorghe Teoderascu
Marius Tertan
Dumitru Doncev

Titu Blaga

Simona Andrei

Andronica Andrei

Adrian Andrei
Ovidiu Cozubas
loan Haba

Ana Popovici
Alexandru Solomon
Constantin Cara

Nicolae Cismas
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PRESEDINTII CONSILIULUI PAROHIAL 1954 - 2019

Mircea Petrini
Toma T. Lupu

Petre Suba
Constantin Teodosiu
Ion Roncea
Octavian Dragulin
Mircea Radu

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENTS

Leon Cépatana
Paul Stefanescu
Radu Boghina
Vasile Dudu
Mircea Radulescu
Vasile Hibovschi
Ion Rusu

Constantin Roman

Ilie Dumitru

Dan Manoliu
Constantin Marutescu
Dan Chirtu

loan Haba

Petre Dalea

Cristian Mates

PRESEDINTE ALE ASOCIATIEI DOAMNELOR 1963 - 2019

LADIES’ ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS

Ana Stefanescu
Maria Boghina
Ema Hojbota
Georgeta Pricop

Francisca Ghetea

Olga Comsa
Marioara De Mintici
Elena Werderitz

Florica Barsonyi

Maria lancu
Georgeta lonascu
Crenguta Dalea
Georgeta Petrescu

Simona Andrei

PRESEDINTII ASOCIATIEI SENIORILOR 1992 - 2019

Miron Chiriac

George Nicola

Nicolae Calnicean
Alexandru Tomescu
Ilie Andrei

SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS

Virgil Nema

Andronica Andrei



Mirela Alexa

Dana Almeida

Fam. Athanasiade
Fam. Athens

Olga Pauline Bayne
Fam. Balana
Teodor Badescu
Fam. George Bildceanu
Fam. Nicolae Bejgu
Fam. Teodor Bejgu
Dumitrita Bobaru
Sorin Boeriu

Valer Boeriu
Stefana Bogdan
Susana Bokios

Dan Brad

Citalin Bunea
Ciprian Bunea
Gheorghe Butcaru
Florea Calin

Fam. Florin Calin
Fam. Adrian Chimirel
Fam. Dan Chirtu
Mariana Chirulescu
Olga Chisis

Fam. Ilie Andrei
Fam. Adrian Andrei
Fam. Adriana Balana
D-na Susana Bokios
Fam. Sorin Boeriu
Fam. D-tru Caramihai
Fam. Dan Chirtu

DONATORI/SPONSORS

Fam. Dan Ciloci
Fam. Dorin Cioraca
Mihai Ciorogariu
Sofica Cirisanu
Daniel Cristea
Mirela Cristea
Carmen Cuturicu
Cristina Cuturicu
Fam. Doru Deboveanu
Fam. George Dima
Dumitru Doncev
Gerry Drapel
George Dumitru
Fam. Ilie Dumitru
Alexandru Dutescu
Elena Farcasiu
Eleonora Fiticu
Solomon Fratutescu
Fam. George Gaveniuc
Fam. Gordon

Fam. Ionel Gurau
Fam. Gurguis
Daniel Iliescu

Pictura biserica/Church Painting

Mirela L. Ismanescu
Maria Ivan

Fam. Nicolae Jurca
Angela Latkovici
Alexandru Larie
Fam. Toma T. Lupu
Tomel Lupu

Dan Manolescu
Fam. Marian
Georgeta Matei
Maria Mercurean
Denisia Mesinski
Fam. Dan Micu
Elena Mila

Dorin Milencovici
Mihail Militaru
Fam. Modreanu
Fam. Alex Mosoiu
Fam. Alin Mosoiu
Fam. C-tin Negulescu
Teodora Ogneriu
Aurel Olteanu
Teodor Paftaluta

Iconostas/Iconostasis

Fam. Petru Dalea
Fam. Radu Datcu
Fam. Gerry Drapel
Fam. Alex Dutescu
Fam. Adrian Faur
Fam. George Gaveniuc

Fam. Serban Ghenu
Fam. Cecilia Ilinca
Fam. Martin Istoc
Fam. Alex D. Loneanu
Fam. Toma Lupu
Fam. Mirel Ionut

S Mirela Parvulescu

Georgeta Popa

Ana Predoi
Constantin Publius
Adriana Puscasu
Dan Racaru

Violeta Radulescu
Doina Roberts

Fam. Rusescu

Fam. Solomon

Fam. Stefan Soreanu
Paul Stanciulescu
Fam. Suciu

Fam. Dumitru Téazldoanu
Galina Tihan

Fam. Tisler

Maria Toarba

Radu Todea

Fam. Alex Tomescu
Fam. Dumitru Turlui
Constantin Ungureanu
Ion Vasile

Felicia Vasilica

Dan Voinea

Fam. loan Zamfir

Fam. Mihaela Moisin
Fam. Cornel Munteanu
Fam. Elvira Neata
Fam. Sandra Popescu
Fam. Marius Rotaru
Fam. Alex Tomescu
Fam. Cristian Zamrii



LUCRATORI, VOLUNTARI 1994 - 2004

Preot Ioan Bunea
Calin Baciu
Iancu Bacula
George Balaceanu
Ioan Balca

Valer Boeriu
Catilin Bunea
Ciprian Bunea
Liviu Bunea
George Calagiu
Ana Cilin

Florin Cilin
Daniel Calin
Cristian Chirtu
Dan Chirtu
Gheorghe Chirtu
Grigore Cigolea
Victor Ciobanu
Cosmin Ciobanu
Sofica Cirisanu
Nicolae Calnicean
Sofia Calnicean
George Coicea
Andreea Coza
Oana Coza
Viorica Coza
Virgil Coza
Crenguta Dalea
Petre Dalea
Teodor Danciu
Radu Datcu
Valentin Dobrin
Ion Dobie

Maria Dragulinescu

HELPERS & VOLUNTEERS

Petre Dubovan
Ilie Dumitru
Mircea Florescu
Andrei Gaveniuc
George Gaveniuc
Tiberiu Gaveniuc
Stefan Gorunescu
Ion Grutca

Ionel Gurau
Cristian Haba
Dragos Haba
Horatiu Haba
Ioan Haba
Lacramioara Haba
Iulian Hirtescu
Dumitru Hociung
Paul Hociung
Ion Ioia
Georgeta lonascu
Bogdan Jivan
Liviu Kudla
Elena Luchian
Toma T. Lupu
Viorel Maftei
Gheorghe Manea
Paraschiva Marian
Ion Mates

Viorel Matesan
Lucian Micu
Ionut Mirel
Mihaela Moisin
Mihai Molea
Grigorita Nema
Virgil Nema

Augustin Nicola
Ioana Odagiu
Jeni Oneatd
Teodor Ovesea
Sergiu Pavalache
Adrian Petrescu
Ion Petrov
Nicolae Petrisor
Alexantru Pitret
Nick Pop

Jean Popa

Lucian Popescu
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BISERICA IN EXIL

Tu, cel de maine, de vei sta’n riscruce,
Cu vremea noastra de dureri si vis,
Sa stii in veci, ca ruga noastrd duce

Spre Tard, mult cantatul paradis...

Sa cumpénesti ca orice caramida
Am framantat-o’n lacrimi si’n amar,
Purtand prigoane’n sange si obida,

Si nedreptatea unui timp barbar...

Sa te smeresti si tu’n genunchi si’n rugd,
Sa intelegi ce-a plans si gdndul meu,
Cand am intrat Credintei noastre sluga

Si-am scris drept preamérind pe Dumnezeu. ..

Cinstind un ctitor, pomenind un nume,
Sa mi te-alaturi credincios prin fapta,
Cici numai cel ce ctitoreste’n lume

Strabate calea cea mai inteleapta.

Prof. Vasile Posteuca, membru fondator
15 august 1954



IN MEMORIAM

“ Our hearts still ache in sadness and secret tears still flow,
what it meant to lose you no one will ever know “

IULIA MARIA BACIU
September 6, 1996 - August 19, 2018

,:_7:’“-‘,, -~

lulia s-a ndscut in Sibiu, Romania, la data de 6 septembrie 1996,
din parintii Cdlin si Irina Baciu, sora mai mica a fratelui Cristian.
lulia este nepoata dragd a preotesei Mihaela si a Parintelui loan Bunea.
La vérsta de trei ani lulia a emigrat cu familia in Canada, stabilindu-se in Richmond Hill.

A fost la gradinitd si apoi a urmat cursurile claselor 1-5 la Crosby Heights Public School in
Richmond Hill. Cursurile claselor 6-8 le-a frecventat la Redstone Public School.
Dupa absolvirea liceului Bayview Secondary School tot din Richmond Hill, a studiat la York
University Glendon Campus, sectia Francezda-Spaniold fiind si profesor asistent la Catedra de
Limba Spaniola. A absolvit cu rezultate excelente §i s-a inscris pentru inca 2 ani de cursuri la
York University, visul si dorinta ei fiind sd devind profesor universitar.

In timpul Facultdtii a predat limbile francezd si spaniold la Oxford Learning Centers in

Richmond Hill si Aurora. De asemenea, lulia a dat multe meditatii copiilor si studentilor
pe care ii indrdgea in mod deosebit. Ea vorbea 4 limbi strdine, excela in alte doud, §i invita
cea de-a saptea limba strdind. ,

Viata si visurile ei au ramas
mai departe neimplinite in
urma sfarsitului tragic din
seara de 19 august, 2018, cind X
0 magind care circula cu viteza ‘&”ﬁﬁié‘ b“ﬁ;'éf.',‘ J
de 168 km/h a intrat in magsina 2 : AUG. 19, 2018 eﬁA
in care se afla Iulia. * L Gl
; BACIU

IRINA
APR. 17, 1965
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Parintele loan Bunea, aldaturi de preoteasa Mihaela si de copiii Ciprian loan si Catalin Florentin 3
! cu familiile lor, multumeste tuturor enoriagilor Bisericii Ortodoxe “Sfintul Gheorghe”
pentru spijinul acordat in cei aproape 30 ani de pdstorire §i le ureazd la aniversarea a 65 de ani

de la infiintarea acestei comunitati multd sandtate §i succese in continuare.

Dumnezeu sda ne binecuvinteze pe toti!
Father loan Bunea, together with preoteasa Mihaela, their sons Ciprian loan si Catalin

Florentin and their families, would like to thank all members of the Saint George Romanian

good heath and more achievements on the ocassion of the 65th anniversary of this community.

God bless us all!

2003 _ _ | _ 2019

Father Ioan
and Preoteasa
Mihaela Bunea,

Parintele Ioan
si Preoteasa
Mihaela Bunea,

la aniversarea a at their 25th
25 de ani de marriage
casatorie anniversary

(2003)

N




Citilin Bunea, [
alaturi de sotia sa, [&2

Magdalena, si fiica

lor, Isabella Elena |

Catilin Bunea,
together with his
wife, Magdalena,
and their daughter,
Isabella Elena

Ciprian Bunea, alaturi de sotia sa, Lavinia, si
copiii lor, Sebastian Timothy si Alessia Rebecca

Ciprian Bunea, together with his wife, Lavinia,
and their children, Sebastian Timothy & Alessia
Rebecca




La aniversarea a 65 de ani a Bisericii
Ortodoxe “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto,
LA MULTI ANI!

HAPPY 65TH ANNIVERSARY
for the Saint George Romanian Orthodox
Chuch in Toronto

Andronica & Ilie Andrei
Simona, Adrian, Julian & Nicholas Andrei

Sténga sus/Left above: Adrian, Nicholas-Costin &
Simona Andrei (2019)
Dreapta sus/Right above: Julian, Simona, Adrian &
Nicholas-Costin Andrei (2014)
Dreapta mijloc/ Right middle: Botezul lui/
Baptism of Nicholas - Costin Andrei (2005)
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“La multi ani!” Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe” We wish a “Happy Anniversary” to the Saint

din Toronto, de care ne leagd unele dintre cele George Church in Toronto, where we have built ;% ._
| mai frumoase amintiri: botezul copiilor nostri, some of our unforgettable moments: the bap- ‘ N
y precum §i aniversdrile de 50 de ani de tism of our children, as well as the 50th mar- |{

casdtorie ale pdadrintilor nostri. Bunul riage anniversaries of our parents. We pray to
Dumnezeu sd ne cdlduzeascd pe mai de parte!  Mighty God to continue to guide our lives!

@ Eliza Ghinea & Cristian Zamrii k

Alaturi de copiii nostri / Together with our children:
Ana-Maria &Vlad Gabriel (2019)

Vlad Gabriel Ana-Maria }
(2003 & 2018) Aniversarile de 50 de ani de casatorie ale parintilor nogtri (2000 & 2018)
The 50th Marriage anniversaries of our parents
Viorica & Boris Zamrii (2017) Eliza-Ana & Dan Ghinea (2019) 1

W |




La multi si fericiti ani Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe™ din Toronto, la a 65-a aniversare!

Anca & Cristian Mates, alaturi de fiul lor, Paul

Marius Tertan si fiul John

transmit felicitdri parohiei “Sfantul Gheorghe”
cu ocazia aniversarii a 65 ani de la Intemeierea ei.
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“La mulfi ani!” comunitatii Bisericii “Sfantul La multi si binecuvantati ani comunitatii
Gheorghe”, gradina de suflet in care cresc si Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto!
infloresc vlastari de neam romanesc!
Liliana & Constantin Amdriutei Marinela & Liviu Obreja,
alaturi de copiii lor, Mdddlina, aldaturi de copiii lor, Livia cu sotul ei,
‘lbnil] cu sofia sa, Augusta, si Cristina Lachlan Dufton, si Armand

rr~ s <ietnagiBl: o

“La mulfi ani!” de ziua aniversarii Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe”,
familia care a unit si inspirat comunitatea romaneasca!
Adriana & Doru Deboveanu, alaturi de copiii lor, Laura si Viad




La Multi Ani parohiei “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto, la cea de-a 65-a aniversare!

Maria & Nicolae Cismas, aldturi de nepotii lor, Bianca & David Gavrila

Mulfumim cu recunostinta Parintelui Paroh
Ioan Bunea si intregii comunitati a
Bisericii “Sfantul Gheorghe™ din Toronto
pentru toatd dragostea si eforturile depuse,
si le urdm, la ceas aniversar, sa aiba parte de
ani multi cu sdndtate si spor in toate,

spre slava lui Dumnezeu si pentru bucuria
de a fi frafii impreuna!

Dana & Adrian Peste
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iserica este Casa Domnului care se
faureste cu jertfe materiale, dar Ea este
in acelasi timp lucrarea fara de sfarsit a

| credintei oamenilor ce nu tine seama de

"‘“
ol . .
,3\1\\ trecerea timpului, caci Biserica este des-

tinatd vesniciei fiind Trupul Viu al lui Hristos.

Aniversarea unei comunitafi crestine, precum
Biserica Ortodoxa “Sfantul Gheorghe™ din Toronto,
este un moment de bucurie pentru tofi membrii
acestei comunitdti, un moment in care i cinstim pe
toti cei care, de-a lungul anilor, si-au Imprumutat
mainile lor Bunului Dumnezeu, pentru ca El si
zamisleascd cu ele acest lacas sfant spre mantuirea

credinciosilor.

Albumul Aniversar, pe care cu voia lui Dumnezeu
l-am actualizat si re-publicat in acest an cu ocazia
implinirii a 65 de ani de existentd, ilustreaza pe scurt
componenta istorica a acestei parohii, prima comu-
nitate ortodoxd romaneascd din Toronto, marcand
inceputul existentei sale, realizirile ce au permis
dezvoltarea ei continud, dar amintind i de ctitorii si
credinciosii ei, preotii i episcopii care au slujit la
altarul Bisericii, binefacétorii si voluntarii vremu-

rilor, tot ceea ce a insemnat viata acestui sfant lacas.

he Church is the House of God that has
been built with lots of sacrifices, but She
is at the same time the result of the con-
tinuous faith of believers that goes
beyond time because the Church lives

forever being our Christ’s Living Body.

The Anniversary of any Christian community, as is
the Saint George Romanian Orthodox Church in
Toronto, is a moment of joy for all members of this
community, a moment to remember and celebrate
all parishioners who over so many years have lent
their hands to the Mighty God, for Him to use them
and build this holy place for the salvation of its
faithful believers.

The Anniversary Album, that by God's will we were
able to update and re-publish this year on the ocas-
sion of the 65th anniversary, illustrates the historical
aspect of this parish as being the first Romanian
Christian Orthodox community in Toronto, establi-
shing the moment of its formation, the achieve-
ments that contribuited to its continuous develop-
ment, but also presenting the founders and mem-
bers, priests and bishops, benefactors and volun-

teers, all other apects of this holy place's life to date.
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Ins3, caracterul duhovnicesc al Bisericii se bazeazi
pe continuitatea Sfintei Liturghii savarsite de-a lun-
gul celor 65 de ani la altarul bisericii, caci esenta
spirituala a Bisericii constd in relatia omului cu
Dumnezeu, dar si 1n relatia de comuniune dintre toti

credinciosii.

Sarbatorile religioase si aniversarile sunt finute cu
multa cinstire, enoriasii participand cu chipuri lumi-
noase si de multe ori purtand costume populare,
pastrand astfel si traditiile stramosilor lor. Astfel,
Ortodoxia demonstreazd cd are puterea de a
patrunde si de a actualiza traditiile oricdrei culturi
etno-lingvistice oferindu-i insemnatate
numai in contextul simbiozei cu jertfa
eucharisticdi a Domnului nostru lisus
Hristos si al preamaririi lui Dumnezeu.
Parintele Dumitru Staniloae numeste
aceastd vietuire induhovnicitd drept
"liturghia dupa liturghie", in timp ce
Parintele Alexandru Schmemann spune
cé "Biserica reprezintd leifourgia, adicd chemarea
de a trai in lume dupa exemplul lui Hristos, si de a
marturisi despre El si despre imparitia Lui." Acesta
reprezinta caracterul misionar pe care fiecare comu-
nitate crestind trebuie sa-1 imbratiseze si care ne
obligd pe toti sd unim trecutul cu prezentul, si mai
departe cu viitorul, punand astfel in aplicare porun-
ca Domnului nostru lisus Hristos de a-L iubi pe
Dumnezeu dar si pe aproapele nostru, cici “Intru
aceasta vor cunoaste tofi cd sunteti ucenicii Mei, de

vefi avea iubire unii pentru altii”’(loan 13:35).

However, the spiritual aspect of the Church is based
on the un-interrupted service of the Divine Liturgy
at the Church altar for 65 years; indeed, the spiritual
essence of the Church consists of our relationship
with God but also of living in communion with

other fellow believers.

Religious celebrations and anniversaries have
always been marked by all parishioners with great
honour and full of joy, but also wearing our tradi-
tional costumes, keeping our ancestors' traditions.
Thus, Christian Orthodoxy demonstrates that it has
the power to penetrate and to actualize the traditions
of every ethnical culture, providing
validity only in the context of symbio-
sis with the Eucharistic sacrifice of our
Lord, Jesus Christ and praises to God.
Father Dumitru Staniloae refers to this
way of living in God as the "liturgy
after liturgy," while Father Alexander
Schmemann says very nicely that the
"Church represents a leitourgia, a calling to act in
this world after the fashion of Christ, to bear testi-
mony to Him and His Kingdom.” Actually, this re-
presents the missionary aspect of a Christian com-
munity that needs to be embraced and which
requires from us to link the past with the present and
then with the futture, thus applying our Lord's Jesus
Christ commandment to love God but also to love
our neighbour; “By this all will know that you are
My disciples, if you have love for one another,”
(John 13:35).



Asadar, gandul meu la aceastd aniversare se
indreapta catre viitor, la generatiile care vor urma;
misiunea noastrd mare si sfantd este si 1i sustinem
pe cei tineri, cu rabdare si cu intelegere, dezvaluin-
du-le lor insemnitatea celor mostenite din strabuni
in speranta vie ca ei sa includa in viata pe care si-o
construiesc aici macar o parte din aceastd bogitie,
dar mai cu seama credinta ortodoxa. Prin traducerea
aproape integrala in limba englezd a continutului
acestui Album, dorim sa contribuim la o mai adanca
intelegere de cétre generatiile viitoare cé acest act de
zamislire a bisericii, prin credintd, iubire §i speran-

{4, este ceea ce ne face vesnici.

In acest an 2019, sarbatorim si 90 de ani de la infiin-
tarea Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane din America,
stabilitd la Vatra Romaneascd din statul american
Michigan. Si aceastd a doua aniversare demon-
streazd incd o datd cd, prin grija parinteasca a epis-
copilor sdi, Policarp, Valerian si Nathaniel,
Ortodoxia de traditie romaneascd a fost transmisa
mai departe ingeméanandu-se cu misiunea de
propovaduire a credintei ortodoxe in societatea
multi etno-culturald in care noi toti am fost chemati

sa traim.

In incheiere, mulfumesc Pirintelui Ioan Bunea si
tuturor celor care au colaborat la alcatuirea editiei a
doua a Albumului aniversar. Bunul Dumnezeu sa
ne ddruiascd multe alte sarbatori si aniversari fru-

moase ca cea din anul acesta. Doamne ajuta!

CRISTIAN ZAMRII
Teolog

Therefore, at this anniversary, my thoughts are
directed towards the future, to the generations to
come; our great and blessed mission is to support
the youth, with patience and understanding, show-
ing them the importance of what we inherited from
our ancestors, with the true hope that they will allow
at least some of this great richness to be part of what
they want to become in life, most importantly the
Christian orthodox faith. By the English translation
of this A/bum s contents, we wish the future genera-
tions to reach a deeper understanding of the fact that
the continuous act of building the Church, through
faith, love and hope, is the path to get eternal life.

In 2019 we also celebrate the 90th anniversary of
the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate in America that
established at Vatra Romaneasca, Michigan. This
double celebration demonstrates once more that
through the fatherly care and guidance of its bish-
ops, Policarp, Valerian and Nathaniel, the Christian
Orthodoxy of Romanian tradition has continued its
path but at the same time it has also embraced the
mission of preaching the Christian orthodox faith in
the multiethnic and multicultural society that we

have been called to live in.

In the end, I would like to thank Father Ioan Bunea
and all contributors to this second edition of the
Anniversary Album. 1 pray to our Mighty God to
allow us for more celebrations and anniversaries

like this one to come. God help us all!

CRISTIAN ZAMRII
Theologian
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INTAMPINARE

E casa noastrd. Randuiti la masa,
Ne regasim ca’n scumpa Romanie;
Prin noaptea pribegiei ce ne-apasa,
Avem un prag de masi si ospetie.

Poftiti. Intrati. Simtiti-va acasa...

Poftiti la masa. De va prinde-un dor
De Dunire, de Baragan, de Prut,

De satul drag in care v’ati nascut,

De bucium ori de fluier de pastor,

Si de va mana gandul spre trecut,
Aduceti vin. Sa cante lautarii,

O doind sau un alunel pe struna,

Cé nu-i putere’n lume ca sa puna
Intre-acasi si intre noi, fruntarii.

Bun gust la paharel si pofta buna.
Bine-ati venit. Petrecere frumoasa.
Cinstiti si pentru Patria Canada,

Care ne-a dat de-a pururea dovada

Ca omu’n ea e ocrotit si-acasa.

Tristeti si doruri de va napadesc,

Luati drept leac al datinii comoari;

Ca tot cuprinsul lumii-i romanesc

Cat suntem oameni si ni-i dor de tara...
Si la’ncheiere, ospetind ca’n hram,
Virsati un strop si pentru cei de moarte,
Céa’n veci nu moare cel ce are-un neam,

Sa-i poarte steagul vietii mai departe.

Prof. Vasile Posteuca, membru fondator

primavara anului 1954



noud fild din istoria sfintei noastre biseri-
ci se va Inscrie 1n zilele de 14 si 15 sep-
tembrie, 2019, atunci cand Inalt Prea-
sfintia Sa Arhiepiscopul NATHANIEL,
Parintele Vicar DAN HOARSTE si un

sobor de preofi vor sluji Impreuna si vor bine-
cuvanta eforturile membrilor parohiei depuse in cei
65 de ani de existen{d a acestei comunitati crestine
(1954 - 2019).

Sunteti invitati cu totii sa participati la slujbele de
Binecuvantare si la programul organizat cu ocazia
sarbatoririi acestui eveniment deosebit din viata

Parohiei “Sfantul Gheorghe” din Toronto.

new page in the history of our holy
church will be written on September
14th and 15th, 2019, when His
Eminence Archbishop NATHANIEL,
Father Vicar DAN HOARSTE and a
priestly assembly will lead the religious services
and will bless the efforts of the parish members dur-
ing the 65 years of existence of this Christian com-
munity (1954 - 2019).

Everyone is welcome to participate at the religious
services and the anniversary programme organized
to celebrate this special ocassion in the life of the

Saint George Romanian Parish in Toronto.

SAMBATA, 14 SEPTEMBRIE 2019/
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2019

09:30 - 10:00 AM Utrenie/Matins
10:00 AM Primirea Ierarhului/
Welcoming the Hierarch
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Sfanta Liturghie Arhiereasca/
Divine Liturgy
01:00 PM Lunch
(Sala “Dacia”/“Dacia” Hall)

06:00 PM Vecernie si Slujba de Pomenire a
fondatorilor bisericii/
Vespers & Memorial service for the founders
07:30 PM Dinner
(Sala “Dacia”/“Dacia” Hall)

DUMINICA, 15 SEPTEMBRIE 2019/
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2019

09:30 - 10:00 AM Utrenie/Matins
10:00 AM Primirea Ierarhului/
Welcoming the Hierarch
10:00 AM - 01:00 PM Sfanta Liturghie Arhiereasca/
Divine Liturgy
02:00 PM Banchat aniversar/ Anniversary Banquet
(Sala “Dacia”/“Dacia” Hall)
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Coordonator/Coordinator: Parintele/Father loan Bunea

Autor/Author: Cristian Zamrii

Redactori/Editors: Eliza Ghinea-Zamrii, Dan Ghinea

Tehnoredactare computerizata/Desktop Publishing: Cristian Zamrii

Fotografii Coperti/Cover Photos: Parintele/Father loan Bunea, Catalin Bunea

Procesare fotografii/Photo Editing: Cristian Zamrii

Sponsori/Sponsors. Parintele/Father loan Bunea & Preoteasa Mihaela, Liliana & Constantin Amariutei,
Simona & Adrian Andrei, Maria & Nicolae Cismas, Adriana & Doru Deboveanu, Anca & Cristian Mates,
Marinela & Liviu Obreja, Dana & Adrian Peste, Marius Tertan, Eliza & Cristian Zamrii

Adresam mulfumiri tuturor acelora care au contribuit la realizarea edifiei a doua a acestui ALBUM.
We would like to thank everyone who contributed to the second edition of this ALBUM.

Cele peste 600 de fotografii incluse in acest Album au fost selectate din arhiva Bisericii, precum si din
urmatoarele albume personale / More than 600 photos, that are included in this Album, have been
selected from the Church’s archives but also from the following personal albums:

Parintele/Father loan Bunea & Preoteasa Mihaela, Parintele/Father Nicolae Zelea & Preoteasa Florica,
Elena & Constantin Amariutei, Simona & Adrian Andrei, Claudia & Marius Bangala, Mariana & Titu
Blaga, Crenguta & Petre Dalea, Elena & Radu Datcu, Adriana & Doru Deboveanu, Viorica & Virgil
Coza, Lacramioara & loan Haba, Maria & Toma/Tony Lupu, Anca & Cristian Mates, Dana & Adrian
Peste, Emma & Constantin Roman, Ana & Paul Stefdnescu, Cristina & Gheorghe Teoderascu, Aneta &
Alexandru Tomescu, Eliza & Cristian Zamrii.

Fotografiile din anul 2019 au fost realizate de / 2019 photos have been taken by:
Gheorghe Teoderascu & Cristian Zamrii.

Elementele decorative folosite in acest album reprezinta detalii sculptate in lemn din interiorul Bisericii /
Decorative elements included in this album represent close details of sculpted wood work from the
Church interior.

Toronto, 2019
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